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viii PREFACE. 

them at a time when I was either without plates, or those 
I had were useless owing to. the severity of the climate. 

It now only remains to be said that if my patient 
reader will bear with me to the end, I shall indeed be 
grateful, and shall consider that my shortcomings have 
been indulgently overlooked, and that my task has been 
thoroughly successful. For the rest, allow me to thank 
all those who so kindly assisted me during my expeditions, 
but whose names I have not been able to individually 
mention here, and I hope the day may come when I shall 
be permitted to return, in some way, the many kindnesses 
I received at the hands of those whom it was my good 
fortune to meet during my travels in the Eastern 
Hemisphere. 

OsTEND, August 11, 1898. 
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THROUGH NEW GUINEA. 



PART I. 

CHArTEH I. 

THK FIliST KXPKDITION — THK START — AURIVAL AT SIN(;A- 
IM)UK— THK PALACK OF H.H. SFLTAX OF JOHOHK — 
THK TOWN OF JOHOHK. 

On Au^'ust 4, \H\):\, 1 Kft lioiidnii on i\w P. il- O. steiuner 
Hallarat, acconnmnifd l>y Captain Cotton, a friend who 
was with WW throu^diout my first expedition, to New 
(luinea, transliippin^' at Colond>o into the liohilla, 
another W k O. steamer, whieh took us as far as 
Sin^'apore. Tliere wc found we should he ohh^ed to 
wait S4»ven weeks hefore proeeechn*,' to our destiiuition, 
as the mail service hetween New Guinea and Sin^a|H)re 
was only hi-nionthly. We therefore made up our minds 
to avail ourselves of the hospitality held out hy his 
Hij^'hness the Sultan of Johore. whom I had previously 
met and paid a visit to in the Isle of \Vi^ht. So after 
a few days spt»nt in Sin^ajyore we went on to the Istana, 
the 8ultan*8 beautiful residence in Johore. On our 
arrival we were most kindly received by the Crown rrince 
and the Prime Minister, the Dato Metri. 
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Tlie state of Johore, which is situated at the extreme 
south end of the Malaj Periinsulu, is independent, and is 
governed by the Sultan, it 'fait'liful ally to Great Britain, 
and who, until his death, which has occurred since luy 
visit there, was a wet I -known figure in English and 
continental society. 

The majority of his officials who administrate his little 




kin^^doni ;irf Hiitish, and iiltlioiiRh lie is under a treaty to 
accept !i representative iif our (iiivernnicnt at his court. 
it is iiKiht unlikelv that sueh an oeeurreiice will ever take 
place sii limy as iitl'airs are carried uut as they arc to-day. 
The palace, or I^,taiia as it is called, is built in the 
usual style of eastern palaces, eiintiiiiiiiif< a great number 
nf receptiiin rooms, the finest perhaps being the dining, 
drawing, and ball rooms, each about eighty feet in length. 



THE PALACE AT JOHORE. 3 

One entire wiiifi nf tlio [laliico is set ajwirt f<ir Imilieloiw. 
tlic wholi' bt'iii^; most luMiricuisly funiislied tlinuitihout. 
altliou^'li jH-rliajHi to our Kiiropean tnstcs a little too 
florKcoufily. Tlie (jrouiids are very extensive mid ex- 
cjiiisitely laid out, nnd dotted aliout here nnd t)iero 
iiiiionf!st rare [>aliUK of the t'list, iiiiiy Ih' seen ]>icluresque 




and iH'AUtifnlly Itnill ediri<:i's. the residences of emirt 
olhciiils. AImhu a hiindn'd and tirty v;irds <li-taiil from 
the iNiluce iH iinoth.T e<liti<-e htlely rreei..! for the '['mikii 
Maki)ta. Crown I'rince and his dride, fur the son of thi- 
Snitan was about to Ih- initrriett. 

A eharmiuK little hmi^'alow on the left, aixl hi<:her 
u|i a Rhipt>. cati-hcK the lye fi.r its |iiitiire!-i|niiiehs, 
and one does not mvd lu Ih- told that it is the 
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abode of an Englishman. Here resides the Marine 
Superintendent, Mr. Ker. Farther down the avenue 
through the trees can be seen the Istana Zahrah ; like 
the palace itself it is guarded by the Sultan's sentries. 
As a building it is even larger than the Istana proper, 
and is inhabited by the feminine portion of the roj'al 
family. Yet another building still further on, called the 
Bali I3esar, was especially built for the solemnisation of 
the marriage ceremony of the Crown Prince. It is built 
in the shape of a cross, is floored with white marble, and 
has massive stone pillars from end to end within ; and in 
the centre of the building is erected a raised dais on 
which the bridegroom has to undergo the nuptial cere- 
mony. The whole interior was draped with yellow silk 
hangings, and when at night the structure was lighted 
by means of candles set in magnificent cut-glass 
chandeliers, it imparted a very gorgeous and dazzling 
effect. 

Tlu^ royal stables contained some thirty horses, and 
all sorts and conditions of carriages, from the gilded state 
conveyances with its orange satin upholstery, to the 
lowly 'rickshaw — the whole presided over by an English- 
man. 

The town of Johore lies at the foot of the palace 
grounds, containing about nine thousand inhabitants, of 
whom the ul)i(|uitous Cliinc^se predominate. The principal 
landing place is named the Ivlinburgh Pier, and was built 
in connnemoration of i\\(\ visit of his lioyal Highness the 
Duke of Kdinburgli to Johore some years ago. The town 
contains a gaol, hospital, clul), and many other minor 
buildings of h^ss importance. Overlooking the town can 
be seen the Fort, the quarters of the Johore forces. 
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CHArTER II. 

WKDDINCi OF THi: C'HOWN PRINCE, THE PRESENT REKiNING 

SULTAN. 

I WAS fortunate enough to be here at the time when the 
Crown IVinre who, since his father's death, has been 
crowned Sultan, was married to his cousin. The ceremony, 
which of course, bein^' I^astcrn, was of a most t^or^eous 
nature, took about three weeks to accomphsh. The 
prehminarv ceremony, performed on the 21st of September, 
was principally noteworthy for the absence of the bri<le. 
Various passa^^'es from the Koran were rea<l over by the 
hi^^di pri(»st to the bridt'«;room, who stood upon the dais 
in the l^ali l^esar, surrounde<l by an enormous retinue 
and numerous ^Miests. 

A few minutes sutViced for this portion of the proceed- 
inj^'s, and after prostrating' himself and a »^'reat deal of 
handshakin*^ he retm*ned to the Istana, where he 
ivmained in his own apartments «^niarded by sixteen 
women, and from then, until the following Thurs<lay, 
according to the Mahometan rite, he was not allowed 
outside. On that (hiy a second and far more im|M)sin^ 
ceremony t(M)k place, the Crown Prince ap|H»arin*,' in 
most ^'or^eous apparel of cloth of ^'old with the palms 
of his hands, his nails, and his feet, which were bare, 
<lyed a brilliant red, according' to the Malay custom. A 
procession was formed in the following order: — 

1. The Royal Ensign. 
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*2. The military brass band of the Johore forces. 
8. The CabuHs Guard. 

4. The Guides, consisting of four Princes in a state 
coach. 

5. A state coach containing two Royal Kris Panjang 
Bearers. The Bearer of the State Sword, and the Bearer 
of the Royal I3etel Box. 

(). The bridegroom in a gilded state carriage drawn 
by a beautiful team of horses, and accompanied by two 
princes as groomsmen. 

7. Twelve of the Royal Bodyguard w^ho marched at 
equal distances apart on either side of the state carriage. 

8. Four royal carriages containing the sixteen woin^n 
who liad been in attendance during the past week, each 
carrviii*' the roval candlestick. 

U. The Roval Malay ^lilitary Guard. 

%f %^ %> 

10. Commandant of the Johore Forces. 

11. Royal carriages and guests. 

The whole cortege proceeded at a foot*s pace through 
the principal streets of the town, and eventually reached 
the Istjuia Zalirah, where the bridegroom held a reception. 

On the following Tuesday evening the bride made her 
first ai)[)earanee to the public, accompanied by the 
bridegroom ; for on this occasion they were to partake of 
the public bath, a custom lu^ver omitted, and the most 
essential part ot* a Malay Royal wedding. This bath 
resembles somt^wliat a monument, the summit of wliich is 
reaclie(i by short, steep st(»ps, upon which the Royal retinue 
of women were seated. At i\w top, and surmounted I)v a 
gilded dome, a fountain is in such a way manipulated 
jis to throw water over the whole structure fnmi top to 
bottom, conscMpieutly, wlu»n the Prince and his bride 
arrived ben(»atli the dome, water which had been laid on 
from a reservoir, some two miles distant, was suddenly 
started and the whole assembly drenched to the skin. 
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Tln' hrauly nf this fuiirtion, which took place at iii^'ht, 
was «Mi'atlv ciihaiictMl hv the fart that thr whole scene 
was ht up l>y tlioiisaiids of fairy h»,'ht.i and Japanese 
lanterns in all colours. Aflci a »^'or«^'eous display of 
fireworks and the Sultan's national anthem per- 
forintMl hv the hands in attendance, the Koval couple 
• icscmded, and the nuptials wen* complete, an<l the 
Crown IVincc and his hride were considered man and 
\\ifc. 
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< )n the fnlltiwinu' wetk aimtlirr rn\:il weddiii;^ took place, 
the hride;:roiim i»n tlli•^ •leea'-inn hein;: " I'nku Salamaii," 
a iiepJH'W of the Sidtan. Althou^jh not ^o much ^or^eous 
di-«ii!av was exhihited. this cin-mi»n\ was rxci-edini^lv 
inttiestin;;. The hride;;roMm was an hour and thre** 
ipiarters late, and cons(<|Ui'iitI\ we were all kept 
waiting:. On his arrival In- told us his hrides hrother, 
whoM" consent as her ;^Miardian was indi-siM-n-ahle. was 
missin*'. an<i he was e\entuallv disco\i-r«d in the middle 
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of a game of billiards in a house some half a mile away. 
I afterwards learned from another member of the Royal 
family, that the real reason of the bridegroom's absence 
was accounted for from the fact that he had fallen asleep 
on the verandah of his own house. 

The long delay was in a way a greater punishment to 
me, inasmuch as I was obliged to sit in Eastern fashion 
until my legs became very numbed and painful. 

When he did, however, arrive, he was accompanied by 
the judge of his district, sword-bearers, and eight female 
attendants, who chanted Malay melodies throughout the 
whole proceedings. 

This wedding materially differed from the more 
imposing ceremony of the drown Prince, inasmuch as it 
was completed in three days. 

After the High Priest had pronounced his Benediction, 
the bridegroom was led behind a screen at the end of the 
room, and there, before twenty girls, whom I perceived 
squatting on the floor, changed his dress, to one literally 
ablaze with gold and diamonds, from the wonderful 
ornament on his head to tlie bejewelled slippers on his 
feet. After having received our individual congratula- 
tions, 1h» repaired to tlie Istana Zahrah, where we followed 
liini and found all the doors barred and zealously guarded 
by the ladies of the harem, as according to Malay custom 
a tax is levied before the bridegroom can gain admission 
to his bride. We were all, therefore, invited to help pay 
the tax, and many wen* the dollars, gold pieces, and notes 
thrown over the door to the eager sirens within. By 
this means door after door was o[)ened to us; one door 
only remained, but alas ! the funds of the whole company 
had JHTonie entir(»lv (exhausted, the onlv remaining^ coin 
that could be found being a bad dollar, which had been 
palmed off on me by a wily Cliinaman the day before ; 
however, it answered well enough, and the remaining door 
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was passed, hut we found that a more exciting part of the 
porforinance was yet to come. 

At the top of the stairs stood the bride, hut between 
her and the atta'jkinjT niale party were at least a hundred 
laches. Throu<i[h these we had to force our way, and 
eventually, very hot and exhausted, we reached the bride 
and handed her over to the bridegroom, who was placed 
upon a mat^nificently gilded couch to a«(ain receive the 
con^^ratulations of his quests. After bein^ presented with 
a marria<i[e favour I retired, accompanied by the Crown 
Prince, and adjourned to the Johore Club, where the rest 
of the evenin<; was passed. 

One evenin*;, when dining alone with the admiral of 
the Sultan's fl^et, otherwise the Marine Superintendent, 
in the pahu'e, I was surprised to hear the butler ojH»nin^ 
so many bottles of champa<(ne. After three corks had 
tlnwn I said — 

** Surely the man's off his head ; what on earth is he 
(►penin*^ so many for?" 

On bein*^' interroj^'ated. he said he was only doin^jf it for 
my sake as tlu* Tuan In<^'ns d^nt^lish »^entleman) was 
very fond of ehampa^Mie. 1 asked him in Malay what he 
meant by such a statement. ** Well," sai<l he, ** all I 
know is that your native servant comes down at least ten 
times a day for a bottle of champa<^ne for his master," 

I need hardly sav I had never sent for nor received any at 
all. This had been ^oin^' on for days, and my sccnuulrel 
of a lM)y must have* mach* a <^'<M)d thin*^ sellin*^ what he 
could not drink. I had at least the cons(»lation of know- 
in«i: that he had a little real pain as well, and his head 
UHist have been sore for a week. 

The reuminder of our visit in Johore was occupied in 
elephant and tiger shooting, which the Crown Prince 
inaugurate<l for our benefit. A few days l)efore leaxing, 
however, at the invitation of the Sultan, I drove over to 



iC THROUGH XEW GlINEA. 

Tyersall, his Singapore palace, over which he very kindly 
personally conducted nie. This palace, Rituated on a hill 
two miles from the town of Sinp^apore, may justly lay claim 
to tlie title of an Oriental palace of great artistic design. 
It is of most suhstantial stnicture, with a verandah 
of not less than a quarter of a mile in circuraferencek 
Its marhle floors, stately halls, magnificent reception and 
ball rooms and s))acious suites of sleeping apartmentB, 
furnished and decorated throughout in a most princely 
and luxurious manner, make it an edifice of singolar 
heauty and elegance. 

The drawing-room furniture struck me as. being 
exceptionally unique— it was of cut-glass upholstered in 
vellow satin. 

The ))alac(^ contains a collection of curious pictures* 
hronzes, and other articles of vertu, which constitute 
this palace without doubt by far the most beautifid 
European edifice in the East, as its owner is distinctly 
the most hospitable of all P^astern potentates. I cannot 
close this chapter, however, without expressing my 
sinc(M*est gratitude for the very kind tn^atment I received 
at the hands of the late Sultan and his son, who now 
reigns, and of all his otlicials, and I shall always l(K>k back 
upon my visit there as two very pleasant months. 




A p£Ep IX ntE PAL AC t: (iuov: 



CHAPTEK III. 

ON HOAIU) THi: NORTH (iEHMAN LLOYD STEAMER 
** LriiKi'K *'- JAVANESE LABOUR COOLIES — GAMBLING 
ON BOAR,) — ARRIVAL IN NEW OTINEA — HEAD- 
J^HARTKRS OE THE ASTROLABE BAY COMPANY — 
SIMBAN(i MLSSION STATION A NATIVE VILLAGE — 
NATIVES— A JOIRNKY \V THE SAI>I)LEBER(f . 

The ss. Liihrrk, wliicli runs lu'twecn (leniian Now 
(luiiu'a and Sin<^'a|X)n', was rrnwtlcd with Chinese coohes, 
snnu* two hun<lriMl in nunilxT, wlm had l)een ent:ja«^tMl hy 
the New (fuinea Company to work on their tohaceo plan- 
tation*^. Our nine fellow-passenj^'eis were on their way to 
N<w (fuinea to takt' up ditTerent «,'overninent appoint- 
nU'lUs there. 

Afttr two days we arrived at Batavia. the chief port 
of Java, where we t<M)k on hoard ahout a hundred 
ami fiftv Javanese eoohes (»f l)otli srxes, hound for the 
same destination. The Dutch (Tovernment a^ent, who 
shipped these unfortunate creatures, was, without ex- 
ception, the most tyrannical bully it has ever been my 
misfortune to come across, hittint^; and kicking the poor 
jx?ople for no apparent reason, until I remonstrated and 
censured him for his conduct. 

Immediately the vessel left the iK)rt the Cliinese 
contractor who had come over from New Guinea ex- 
clusively to engage these labourers, proceeded to open 
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a gambling saloon between decks on his own account, 
actin<^' liiniself as banker. By this means the thirt\' 
dollars which each coolie had received as an advance 
of wa<^(?s, was speedily transferred to his pockets. This 
appeared to be a customary proceeding, but I hope 
long biifore this the authorities have become cognisant of 
the fact, and have suppressed the practice. I was told 
on most reliable authority that the coolies on certain 
l)laiitations in Netherlands India, on receiving their 
annual wages, invariably gjind)le with the planter himself. 
who on these; occasions always acts as banker, the game 
of pau or fan-ta being usually played, the result in these 
instances being the same that came to pass on board the 
Luhcch. The Chinaman is most undoubtedly an in- 
vt^erate gand)ler ; that and the habit of opium smoking 
arc his two indispensable luxuries. 1 have been told by 
an old ]>Iantcr that a modicum of opium is most beneficial 
to him, and after a moderate use of it they can bo 
induced to work infinitely better. 

On the Uth oi" November we arrived at PVederichwil- 
hclni^hntfn, the chief port and the headquarters of the 
New (iiiint'a Company. I believe since my visit this 
[)laci' has lu'cn abandoned for a harbour some twentv 
niil<'^ tiown ihc coast. His Kxcellency the Governor, or 
Ljindc^liauplnian, as he is styled, came on board, and 
invitt'd us jit once to take np our abode at the Residencv. 
and 1 niMV say thiit, during the whole of our visit in Gernuin 
Xewduineji, iu' did everything' in his power to make us 
e(initnrt:ihl«' :in«l to enriy out the instiiictions he had 
receivi'd tV.)ni i^erlin as to assisting us in the contemplated 
coUectinur? iuul explorations to the interior. 

After a temporary visit of a few days we went to 
Stephansort, the lieadquarters of the Astrolabe Bay Com- 
pany, situated some twenty-two miles south of Frederich- 
wilhehiishalV'n. On arrival there we were much pressed 







■ 




B 





ARRIVAL f\ XHIV GTIXEA. 23 

1)V tlu- Head Administrator to make his home our head- 
(jujirters whilst in the country, and as it seemed that from 
hen' we shoidd he hetter ahle to carry out our dpsi^ns we 
j^'lally accepted the invitation. This appeared to he an 
aihnirahle field for the collection of hirds and lepi- 
dopteni. and we now connnenced in real earnest to collect 
l)irds, manunals and hutterfiies. One of mv earliest 
captures was a majjfnificent specimen of the Onithoptera 
Paradisi'a, of which only one sjxjcimen had hefore reached 
Kurope, and I felt that it was worth the whole of my 
journey to New (yuinea to see this truly superh insect 
lyin*,' j^distenin*^ in my hand. 

A mornin<( or two aftt»r we arrived, I was unfortunately 
a witness to the puhlic flo;;«,'in«,' of a Chinaman who had 
iiu-itcd six of his countrvme!i to run awav. Iea(hn<' them 
to helirve that China itself would he found o!i the otiier 
sidr of the «^'reat Fiiiisterre mountains loomin*; up ahout 
t«*n miles in the interior. They were captured after a 
v«Ty ffw hours an<l hrou'^dit ha/k. hut it appeared to me 
that the offence hardly merited thr tcrrihle punishment 
inflicted hv the authorities. 

As the Weather was so unpropitious, and we were told that 
it woulil not improve for ahout a month, we took advaii- 
ta^e of th(» trov^Tnment steamer Ystihel ^'oin<; to Simhan^ 
to mi«:nite there, in the hope of an imi)rovement in the 
weather further south, ami we were not disap|W)inted, for 
during' the whole of our visit to that part of the country 
there Were onlv two or three showers, iuu\ we w<-re al»le to 
add soUH* th<uisiinds of s|H'cimens to our colleetion, in fjut 
I liMik hack u^xin our Simhan<^' additions as iN'int; the finest 
and nirest of anythin;^' captured during' the whole of my 
fir?^l exjvdition to New (luinea. The mission station at 
whicli we staved is situated on a hill direetlv ahov<* the 
lH*a<*h and at the mouth of a nver ; it was a lon^. one- 
st4»ried h(»us4\ built on piles. ver>* airy and mo>t comfortable. 
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was passed, but we found that a more exciting part of the 
performance was yet to come. 

At the top of the stairs stood the bride, but between 
her and the attacking male party were at least a hundred 
ladies. Through these we had to force our way, and 
eventually, very hot and exhausted, we reached the bride 
and handed her over to the bridegroom, who was placed 
u|K)n a magnificently gilded couch to again receive the 
congratulations of his guests. After being presented with 
a marriage favour 1 retired, accompanied by the Crown 
Prince, and adjourned to tlie Johore Club, where the rest 
of the evening was passed. 

One evening, when dining alone with the admiral of 
the Sultan's Hv*et, otherwise the Marine Superintendent, 
in the palace, I was surprised to hear the butler opening 
so many bottles of champagne. After three corks had 
flown I said — 

** Surelv the man's oflF his head ; what on earth is he 
(»p<'ning so many for?" 

On being interrogated, he said he was only doing it for 
my sake as the Tuan Ingris (Knglish gentleman) was 
very fond of champagne. 1 asked him in Malay what he 
nh*a!it by such a statemt^nt. ** Well," said he, ** all I 
know is that vour native servant comes down at least ten 
times a day for a bottle of champagne for his master." 

I need hardlv sav I had never sent for nor received anv at 
all. This ha<l been going on for days, and my scoundrel 
of a boy must have made a good thing selling what he 
could not drink. I had at least the consolation of know- 
ing that he had a little real pain as well, and his head 
unist have l>een sore for a W(»ek. 

The remainder of our visit in Johore was occupied in 
elepliant and tiger sliooting, which the Crown l^rince 
inaugurated for our l)enefit. A few days before leaving, 
however, at the invitation of the Sultan. I drove over to 
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Tyersall, his Singapore palace, over which he very kindly 
personally conducted nie. This palace, situated on a hill 
two miles from the town of Singapore, may justly lay claim 
to the title of an Oriental palace of great artistic deeigii. 
It is of most substantial structure, with a verandah 
of not less than a quarter of a mile in circumfezenofit 
Its marble floors, stately halls, magnificent reception and 
ball rooms and spacious suites of sleeping apartmenti^ 
furnished and decorated throughout in a most prinodtjr 
and luxurious manner, make it an edifice of singular 
beauty and olc^gance. 

The drawing-room furniture struck me as. being 
exceptionally unicpie — it was of cut-glass upholstered in 
yellow satin. ■ ; 

The; palace contains a collection of curious pictuns. 
bronzes, and other articles of vertu, which constitute 
this palaci* without doubt by far the most beautifol 
Eur()])ean edilice in the East, as its owner is distinctly 
the most hospitable of all Ijastern potentates. I cannot 
close this chapter, however, without expressing my 
siiicrrest gratitude for the very kind treatment I received 
at the liands of tlie late Sultan and his son, who now 
ivigns, and of all his oHicials, and 1 shall always look back 
u|)on my visit tlurc as two very ])leasant months. 



CHAPTEK III. 

ON HOAIU) THK NORTH (tEHMAN LLOYD STEAMER 
** HHKCK '* — JAVANESE LABOUR COOLIES — GAMBLING 
ON HOAR.) — ARRIVAL IN NEW GUINEA — HEAD- 
(^UARTERS OF THE ASTROLABE BAY COMPANY — 
SIMBANG MISSION STATION -A NATIVE VILLAGE — 
NATIVES— A JOURNEY UI» THE SADDLEBERG. 

The ss. Lrihe('k\ which runs In'twccn (Ternuiii N(»w 
(iiiiiiea jind Sin<^ji|)on\ was crowded with Chinese coohes, 
snnif two hundred in nunil)er, wlio had heen en<^a«^ed l)v 
lh<* New (fuin(*a Company to work on their tohacco phm- 
tations. Our nine fellow-|)assen<j[ers were on tlieir way to 
New (luinea to taki* up ditTerent «^'overninent appoint- 
HK'nts there. 

After two days we arrived at Hatavia, the cliief port 
of .lavji. where we t(M)k on hoard al)out a huiuh'ed 
and fiftv Javanese cooHes of hoth sexes, hound for the 
same destination. The Dutch Government agent, who 
shipjKMl these imfortunate creatures, was, without ex- 
ception, the most tyrannical hully it has ever been my 
misfortune to come across, hitting and kicking the poor 
l>eople for no apparent reason, until I remonstrated and 
censured him for his conduct. 

Immediately the vessel left the iK)rt the Chinese 
contractor who had come over from New Guinea ex- 
clusively to engage these labourers, proceeded to open 
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a gambling saloon between decks on his own account, 
acting himself as banker. By this means the thirty 
dollars which each coolie had received as an advance 
of wages, was speedily transferred to his pockets. This 
appeared to be a customary proceeding, but I hope 
long before this the authorities have become cognisant of 
the fact, and have suppressed the practice. I was told 
on most reliable authority that the coolies on certain 
plantations in Netherlands India, on receiving their 
annual wages, invariably gamble with the planter himself, 
who on these occasions always acts as banker, the game 
of pau or fan-ta being usually played, the result in these 
instances being the same that came to pass on board the 
Lrihcch. The Chinaman is most undoubtedlv an in- 
veterate gambler ; that and the habit of opium smoking 
ani his two indispensable luxuries. 1 have been told by 
an old planter that a modicum of opium is most beneficial 
to him, and after a moderate use of it they can be 
induced to work infinitely better. 

On the yth of November we arrived at Frederichwil- 
hehushafeii, the chief port and the headquarters of the 
New (luinea Company. I believe since my visit this 
nlaee has been abandoned for a harbour some twentv 
miles down the coast. His Kxeellency the Governor, or 
ljan<lrsliauptman, as he is styled, came on board, and 
invited us at once to tak(» up our abode at the Residencv. 
and 1 may say that, (luiing the whole of our visit in German 
New (luiiiea, he did everything in his power to make us 
(.•onitnrtjihle and to cany out the instructions he had 
received from J-Jerlin as to assisting us in the contemplated 
collections and explorations to the interior. 

After a temporary visit of a few days we went to 
Stephansort, the lieadquarters of the Astrolabe Bay Com- 
pany, situated some twenty-two miles south of Frederich- 
wilhelmsluifen. On arrival there we were much pressed 
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l)y tlio Head Administrator to make his home our head- 
(luartors whilst in the country, and as it seemed that from 
hen* we should he hetter ahle to carry out our d«sip^ns we 
;^dadly accepted the invitation. This appeared to be an 
admirahle Held for the collection of hinls and lepi- 
dnptfra, an<l we now commenced in real earnest to collect 
hinls, mammals and hutterHies. One of mv earliest 
captures was a ma<^nificent specimen of the Onithoptera 
Paradisea, of which only one specimen had before reached 
Europe, and I felt that it was worth the whole of my 
journey to New (xuinea to see this truly superb insect 
lyin*,^ »^disteninf( in my hand. 

A morning or two after we arrived, I was unfortunately 
a witness to the public flo»;<,nn<^' of a Chinaman who had 
incited six of his countrvmen to run awav, leadinj^ them 
to believe that China itself would l)e found on the other 
sidf of the ;(reat Finisterre mountains loomin*^ up about 
ten miles in the interior. They were captured after a 
Vfry f<*w hours and brou^^ht bai-k, but it appeared to me 
that the oflfence hanlly merited the terrible punishment 
intheted bv the authorities. 

As the weather was so unpropitious, and we were told that 
it wouM not improve for about a month, we took advan- 
ta;^'<' of the j^'overnment steamer Ysahel ;,'oin{^ to Sind)an^ 
to mij^'mte there, in the hope of an improvement in the 
weather further south, and we were not disappointed, for 
durin«( the whole of our visit to that part of the country 
there were onlv two or thret* showers, and we were able to 
a<ld some thousan<ls of specimens to our collection, in fiu-t 
I look back ujxm our Simban^ additions as l)ein<^' the finest 
ami nirest of anythin;^ captured <lurin^' the whole of my 
first expedition to New (luinea. The mission station at 
which w\» staved is situated on a hill directlv ab«»ve the 
Innu'li and at the mouth of a river; it was a lon^, one- 
st<»ried house, built on piles, very airy and most comfortable. 
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Tlio iiiissiuiiaric», three in number, heartily Welcome<1 us. 
mid diirinj,' the month. we stayed in their house did even- 
thin;; they could to make our vinit a pleasant one. On 
the opposite bank of the nver could be seen an old co(&e 
plantiitioii, at one tune worked by the New Guinea Com- 
pany, hilt now abandoned, the mi»iiionaries gatheriui; what 
littU; coffee remains for their own use. 

About tln-ee-<jii!irters of a mile up the river one conies 
upon a most lovely watei-fall, overhung by exquisite tropical 
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\\\\\■\^ issiid<-iisc tliiitlhi'Kun hardly ever penotnUcs 
it. hoiitiiwin^'. ;is ii is called, is truly one of tin- 
■iimifiil f.|")ls ill that \ii\".\\. virgin forest of New 
I n-]';Lir<'il liiTi' liaily, wlicrc some of our most 
■-liMiiiiii;^i)l'ciiiitli<iptfrii.s]iapilios,Ac.,wt;r(;lakon. 
LM-,-. wi'i.' ;ill most willing to help, and canie vwn 
: Inr l.iitt.Tllv-iirts ami t'n'sh supplies of iiajK-rs. 
Ii.'\ iiivannl.ly lill.'d hv night time. 
illMg.', \\lii<'liisl.uilt ;li ill,' month of the river bi'h.w 
>i.)ii si;tiiiiii. i- i-nii^irlcrcl foi" Xow Guincii a very 
n\ the liiiii>i>r. Iiiiiig mil' ;iiiil all built u]K>n piles. 
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with small openings at one end sufficiently large to allow a 
human being to crawl in and out. They were all more or less 
carved, and in some instances this fonn of deconition was 
exceedingly well done. The natives are true Papuans, 
an<l I noticed here, as indeed I have seen throughout the 
whole of the country, both in the l^ritish, Genuan, and 
Dutch j)ossessions, a strong Hebrew type running through 
their features. The men were finely built, and in some 
instances exceptionally so, their only clothing being a 
small piece of stringy fibre wound round the loins and 
passed up through the legs. The hair in most cases is 
wound up and tied with a similar substance ; a small net- 
work basket is invariably slung on the right shoulder, in 
which is carried the lime-pot, betel-nut, and such usual 
imjH'dimenta of the South Sea islander. The betel-nut, 
which is as indispensable to the native as tobacco is to the 
white man, is the fruit of a certain palm and is excessively 
hot and nasty; after much use of it the teeth and gums 
lu'comt* very much discoloured, and long before the eater is 
a<lult become perfectly black. The lime which is eaten 
at the same time ad<ls a little to the fiery taste of the 
iMttl-nut. and the whole, when mixed up with a pepi>er 
leaf which is also added, makes the mouthful a veritable 
y>rl^' (lu diahle. 

The women, who are shorter in stature and, if possible, 
mon* hideous in ap|H*aranc(' than the men, although on 
some very few occasions 1 have observed young girls 
with passiible features, are all well nourishe<l. and ap- 
|H»ared to me to be invariably either in a condition of 
carrying infants or about to do so. Their clothing con- 
sists of gniss, about a foot in length, the ends of which are 
strung together and tied round the waist. The hair is in 
most instances caked up with some black, sticky substance, 
which gives it the apjH'arance of a sheep skin draggled 
in the mud U\x a considerable time and then all(»wed tc^ 
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dry. Notwithstanding the use of betel-nat they all siuoke 
tobacco, which has been introduced into the countrj' by 
Euroj^eans, and T have on more than one occnsion ob- 
served a mere infant remove the pipe from his mouth tii 
refresh himself from tlie natumi food produced by liis 
mother. I have alwi seen a woman nouiishing her child 
and a small pig at the same time, carrying one under 
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fjitiii;,'. iiiul at last one day »he became very ill, and 
tlirovvin^ ii)) Iier foiKl first in one pliice and then in 
aimtluT. the different JHlandts sprang np as we liee them 
now. 

One l)oy, iibmit seventeen yearN of aye, who liad got 
himself intit Ii<iul>!e by lighting and kilhng a chief of 
another trilx', and whu was horn at this village, took a 



&^^ 




great fancy to \\w. I tanglit liim aincingst other things 
to sho.)l, and wht'n I left heateiiin|ianieil me. His name 
was Tog], and he cost me some few yards of red eloth, 
a tomahawk, aod some handfuls of beads. He turned out 
to be a most valuable help, afterwards assisting me with 
my photography and natural history' collections generally. 
He eventually accompanied me to England, where I 
oxhihited him at the Uuivenuty Hall of London on thu 
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occasion of my reading a paper before the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, but after a few months in this country 
he succumbed to an attack of pneumonia. 

Whilst at Simbang 1 met a German gentleiuan named 
Kenibach, who was recruiting labour for the New Guinea 
Company, but at the time of my visit was not very successful. 
He informed me that the year previously he had recruite<l 
138 natives from Berlinhafen, a harbour a few miles north 
of the Government station, and brought them down to 
Frederichwilhelmshafen. After remaining one ni^ht, 
however, 130 of them ran away, and tried to get back 
along the coast to their village, which was only a few 
miles distant. ' Not one of these unfortunate creatures 
accomplished the distance, for they w^ere all killed and 
eaten by other tribes living along the coast. 

During our stay at Simbang we paid a visit to the 
Saddleberg, a mountain some twelve miles aw9.y in the 
interior, in a north-westerly direction. The first part of 
the journey, which was undertaken in a boat, occupie<i 
about three hours. We were accompanied by tw-o of the 
missionaries. Landing at a small bay named Katigot, we 
coiiiUK^uced llie ascent, and when about half way up, we 
were met 1)V the missionarv who Hved at the sunnnit of 
the mountain, whose house is the farthest inland and at 
luuc.h the liighest tOevation of any white man's residence 
in the whole of New Guinea ; it is at an altitude of 8,000 
feet. After many hours of hard climbing we gained the 
top, and received a hearty welcome from Mrs. Fleyel, the 
wife of our liost. I observed durinfj the ascent manv 
native villages and plantations. At an altitude of 1,500 
feet I discovered ripe raspberries, which, although small, 
were almost identical in taste and appearance with the 
KuroiM^an s])ecies. At *2,(){)() feet I came across acorns 
and many Euroj)eau shrubs. The climate at the 
summit was most delightful, my thermometer registering 
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b\* the Head Administratur to iimke his home our head- 
quarters whilst in the country, and as it seemed that from 
liere we slinuld be better able to carry out our designs we 
yliidly accepted the invitation. This appeared ti) be an 
adiiiii-able field for the colleetion of bird:; and lepi- 
doptora, and we now commenced in real earnest to collect 
birds, mammals and butterHies. One of my earhest 
captures was a magnificent specinieu of the Onitlujptera 
Panidisea, of wliich only one specimen had before reached 
Kurope, and I felt that it was worth the whole of my 
journey to New Guinea to see tliis truly superb insect 
lyinj; glisteninfj in my hand. 

A momins or two after we arrived, I was unfortunately 
a witness to the puhHc Ho^'fjint; of a Chinaman who had 
incited si\ of his countrymen to run away, leading them 
to believe that China itself would be found on the other 
side of the great Finisterre mountains iooming up about 
ten miles in the interior. They were captured after a 
very few hours and hnmglit liaL-k, but it appeared to nic 
that the offence hardly merited the tenihle punishment 
inflicted by the authorities. 

As the weather was so unpropitious, and we were told that 
it would not improve for about a month, we took advan- 
tage of the government steamer Y.tabi^i ^'oing to Simbang 
to migrate there, in the hope of an improvement in the 
weather further south, and we were not disappointed, for 
during the whole of our visit to that part of the country 
there were only two or three showers, and we were able to 
add some thousands of specimens to our collectii>n, in fact 
I look back upon our Simbang additions as being the finest 
and rarest of anything captui-cd dio'ing the whole of my 
first expedition to New (luinea. The mission station at 
wliich we stayed is situated on a bill directly above the 
beach and at the mouth of a river; it was a long, one- 
storied house, built on piles, very airy and most comfortable. 



32 THROUGH NEW GUINEA. 

night, so often the herald of a midnight cannibal feast 
and orgie. 1 collected here a great many specimens of 
the beautiful Paradisea Guiliehni, in my opinion one 
of the most exquisite of all the Paradisea ; also a great 
number of rare and new papilios. After spending a few 
days here we returned to Simbang in time to catch the 
Ysabely which took us back to Stephansort. 



('HAPTKH IV. 

DKATH OF AX OFFICIAL — NATIVES C'AKRY HIS EXC'EL- 
LKNC'YS PIANO — THE STAHT FOR THE INTERIOR. 

Tin: (lav of our return was marked hv the sad death of 
Mr. Hichter. one of the oftieials of the Astrohihe Bay 
Company. This ^'entleman, wlio had only arrived from 
KurojK* hy the previous steamer, was attacked by fever 
after breakfast and was hurled at four o'clock on the 
same day. Attending his funeral, I had the misfortune 
to catch a chill, which hrou^dit on a severe attack of 
rheumatic fever. The doctor was most attentive, and 
remained with mt» for sfv^ral days and ni^dits. althou^di 
in a most delicate state of health himself. 

This illiu»ss nec'fssitatrd a still furtluT dflav, the more 
annoyin<^ as the weather had hrcniiu* apparently more 
Mttle<l, an<l I had received a Ktter from his Kxcellencv 
th«* (invmior informing' m<* that the hearers and military 
|H>li(H* with whom he had promised to iurnish us for the 
<'\|M'ditinn to the interior were at (»ur dis|)osal. At the 
>amr time he requested me to come to Krrdrrichwilhelms- 
haffu to nuike final arrangements, and i^romiMMl to send 
on tlu* ft»llowin^ week his steam launcli to fetcli me for 
that pur|>ost?. It n*quired, nevertheless, a fortnight In^fore 
I was stronjj enough to make the journey. 

Arrived at Frederichwilhelnishafen 1 saw all our nun 
mrdicallv examined, and handed them over to Ser;:<ant 

4 ^« 
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Pearing, a Gerinaii official whom I engaged to accoiupany 
us, and, taking the proper quantities of rice, beef, and 
other provisions, and signing an agreement with the 
Governor, I brought them all, forty in number, back witli 
me to Stephensort, where Captain Cotton had remained. 
and from wliicli place we intended starting for tho 
interior. 

When at Krederichwilliehnshafen a piano arrived for 
his Kxcelloncv, and some natives were told off to earn" 
the strange-looking case from the beach to the hou^^o. 
After going a few yards oni^ stumbled, thereby causin*: 
the corner of the crate to strike the ground, and, ever on 
the alert for strange sounds and noises, their ears win* 
innnediately pressed against it, listening until the tin;: 
of the wires had died awav. Again, after a vard or 
two, a similar misha)) occurred, again many ears were 
listi'uing to tlui strange soinul so foreign to thein. until 
one, a little more knowing than the rest, with a heavt* 
raised the whole case some inches from the gr<>un<i and 
let it go. 'I'lie noise which issued from the inside had 
by this tinu' worked tlu^m uj) to such a frenzy tliat tlu*v 
oiir and Jill srizrd upon it and rolled it ov(»r and u\v\\ 
(lancing with joy at the stiange sounds which eanic forth. 
and it was not until this piTJoiiiiance had been rt^jH'attd 
man\' times that the eve of an official was attracted bv 
the shout:^ and yells of the natives, not before, however. 
much damige had been done and many strings broken. 

The native^ who spc-ak pidjin Knglish call this instru- 
ment a '* box l)t'long cry." 

'i'li.'V sav. " W'hitev man he tight him belong hand, 
box h«' ci'v out too much.' 

The following is a list of the jirovisions, cVe., 1 took 
with me : 'i'obacco, niatches, nu'dicines, beads, lookin^- 
glasse-;, axes, tomahawks, plane irons, red paint, knives. 
forks, j)lates, cooking utensils, cocoa, brandy, biscuit^. 
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(•aiidlcs, corntlour, flour, salt, moat extnii't, tea. soap, 
Mi^'ar, tiniiod meats, natural history colloctin*T apparatus, 
tent, scientifie instruments, live ^uns, ten rifles, ammuni- 
tion, blankets, and riee. 

Our provisions packed and everything' ready, we at last 
said ^'oodhye to the roast, and it was not witliout a 
certain amount of trepidation that I looked haek u])on 
the sea-heaeh and wondered if I should ever see it a^rain. 



C^HAPTER V. 

WE hll) (JOODhYE TO HTS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR — 

ASTONISHED NATIVES — ANOHY NATIVES WE SHOOT 

SOME PAKADISE lUHDS — ONE OF C)1:R MEN CATCHES A 
STKANOE MAMMAL — AM ATTACKED WITH RHEI'MATIC 

FEVER. 

We left Bokajim, the village near Stephensort, in the 
Astrolable Bay, on March 22, 1894, and after receiving 
many ^^ood wishes for a successful journey and safe return 
from his KxcelicMicy and all the officials, who gathered 
to^^^cllier to witness our departure, and amid tlie silent 
wondcriii^^"^ of tlu* many natives who crowded round us 
w<' coninicneed the joui'ney, accompanied by a German 
missionmy named J^IolVmann and two natives, their object 
hc'in;^ ir) intioduce us to a chief of a native village some 
ten miles inland, and to assure him that our expedition 
was in no way a hostile one, hut solely for the purpose 
of exploiation and to collect specimens of natural history. 
'i'akin^ a southerly coui'se alon»j[ the hank of tlu» river 
Minjenj, which was in iinod, we were obliged to cross 
an<l r«'ci*oss no less than eleven times. So strong was 
the curi'ent that on many occasions our only possible 
means of navi^Mting it in safety was to lash the whole 
cavalca<le togethei* with fibre, and in this way reach the 
npj)osit<' baidv. Xevei'theless, in s])ite of these l)recau- 
t lolls, we had many nanow escapes, and on more than 
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fino occasion articles of value were swept away down the 
river at a pace which utterly precluded any possihility of 
recovery. 

At ulxmt midday the two cnaRtiil natives deserted us. 

Fiiidiiijj the river n-indin;; a little to the westward we 
kept our course, and stnick out for the villaKe of Wiengi, 
and a cauip was made almiit a mile therefrom at four 




o'clock in the afternoon, at a distance of seven miles 
(roiii the coast. 

The next m<in]in>; we moved into the villaye and de- 
rided tti remain the day there to n-arnuiye the hayyiiye. 
Notwithstanding the presence of the missionary who, as 
I have previously stated, accompanieil us thus far to intro- 
duce us, the natives sit-meii ill-disjxiscd to tnide with us, 
and treated us altogether with scsmt courtesy. 

At ii P.M. the thenuometer registered "-'<" I-'alirenhuit. 
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The natives in tliin village, who were very much decorated 
with feathers from the paradise bird, passed the whole of 
the ni^ht beating; their tom-toms, shouting, and dancing, 
which prevented us from getting a moment's sleeji. 

Mc. Hoffmann liere left us and returned to Stephen- 
sort. He had hardly gone before the natives requested 
us to move on, and I could see by their demeanour tliat 
they wore not well disiwsed towards us. However, I hat] 
found a pai»ilio, whicli appeared to lue to be different 
to the one of that specicK I bad collected at Stephensort, 




and so 1 remained aiioiher day, which enabled luo to 
obtain several more Mpeeimi'Us of it. 

The next moniin-; at 7 a.m. we stnick camp, and 
ninviTi^' ill a south- westerly direction passed tlirongli 
iimi-li dense vii'j^'iii foi'ei-t, ovei' nioiintaiiis, and down 
sli'i]! rnviiK's. until at noon the village of Vittih was 
reaelied. when after a sli.irl halt we proceeded in the 
same soiitli-wi'sterly direi-tinii until at two o'clock we 
|i;issed the village of Pihhoii.a short distance further on. 
and i-anipi-d for the ni^dit. 

It was astonishing, as soon as a halt was called and our 
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null Wfie told tliiit thev wore to reiuiiin there for the 
ni;:ht, how quickly and ingeniously they erected their 
houses, whicli consisted solely of poles and sapfo pahns 
lashed to«^'ether ; their resting ))laces inside consisted of 
poles raised ahout three feet from tlie ground laid along 
a cross )>iece. 

In a few minutes (piite a large village seemed to spring 
up. and the little huts, with their jialm-leaf roofs, 
di^ttcd here and there among the trees, gave the scene 
<piit«' a pictures(jue and homely appearance. 

Some of our hearers heing natives of one countrv and 
sniiic of another -for 1 had not thought it wise to choose 
all the men of one race — thev invariahlv made different 
stvles of houses. Those natives from Huka, in the Solo- 
nmn Islands, some twelve in numher, alwavs destroved 
tlu'ir domiciles each morning hefore leaving, in order, as 
they told mc, to prevent any one else from sleei>ing there 
afti-r thev had left. 

This camp was made on a ridge ahove the valley of the 
river Minjem, which river I could plainly see, running in 
a south-westerlv direction. I)urin«j the dav one of our 
hearers was taken ill, and several had sores on their shoul- 
ders from carrying such unaccustomed hurdens. Hefore 
iiark two of the hoy^ hrought in six hirds of paradise, 
which kept me far into the night skinning. At (> p.m. 
the thermom(t(r registered 7")', the aneroid showing 
\Jy\i) feet ahove sea-level. 

The next morning, after ))roceeding a short distance, 
a mammal, Kchidna, was captured, hut much to my 
re;:ret it ha<i heen so nnich injured, and the young one in 
the [MKich killt*d, that I ha<l with great reluctance to kill 
and skin it. After marching ahoul two hours we passed 
through an old an<l deserted plantation, and shortly after- 
wards descended into a verv deep vallev, at the hottoni of 
which was a lM»autiful stream coming lrf>m the south. 
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Climbing a very high mountain on the other side we 
began to see signs of natives, and a short distance farther 
on entered a large village called Jillim, which consisted of 
eighteen houses. The natives at first were very frightened 
and backed away from us shouting, **Ki-ki Ki-ki?" (What 
do you want here?). After our having reassured them 
they proved most hospitable and useful, and brought us 
dehcious water in long bamboos. Upper Jillim, situated 
close by, stands at an altitude of 2,000 feet above the sea, 
but the country we passed through was mountainous and 
unfit for culture. By gestures w^e explained to the 
natives that we desired to sleep there, and that we 
required food for all our men. It was our object to save 
our own provisions as much as possible, until the time 
came, perhaps, when we should be unable to procure any 
from the natives. We showed them red paint and bea^ls, 
when taros (a native root, resembling a turnip, ver}* 
extensively cultivated throughout the South Seas) and 
sugar cane were brought in great abundance. 

Our men, w^ho by this time had recovered their health 
and spirits, evidently enjoyed themselves, and the night 
was far spcjiit ere they ceased from singing their native 
l(^<(ends and settled down to sleep. We were now at an 
altitude of 1,450 feet above the sea-level. None of the 
natives at this villa<^^e had ever been to the coast, nor 
had they ever scH^n the face of a white man before, never- 
theU'ss, they seemed to have absolute confidence in us 
and were anxious to accompany us part of the way on our 
journey. Six of tlicm did come a little way and proved 
themselves very useful indited in relieving some of the 
weakest of our bearers. l)urin<^ the following morning 
we pi^ssed throu^di a native plantation, where the men 
r(»<^^nled themselves with sugar can(\ and so <m to 
Dunibu, a very small village nearly 3,000 feet above 
the s(»a. To get here we d(»scended an extremely steep 
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mvine and had a \oiicr climb afterwards. This was the 
hit(hest ix)int we had yet attained. The country here- 
alK)iits had rocky and stony soil. Here again we obtained 
plenty of taros. Red paint seemed to be the favourite 
medium of trade, as a few spoonfuls obtained for us as 
much as we required. We were glad to pitch our tent 
and get the men into houses, placed at their disposal, as 
the mill was descending in torrents. 

Fn)m this date until we arrived back in Stephensort 
we experienced the most teirible weather. 

The natives here grow a species of tobacco round their 
houses, the leaves of which they pluck, and after dry- 
ing them in the sun for a few hours, roll them up into 
a verA* primitive kind of cigar which is at once smoked. 
This was the last village we saw, although we heard of 
<»thers in the neighbourhood. The thermometer here at 
i\ v.M. registered GH*^ Fahrenheit. We were obliged to 
remain another day in this village, as it poured without 
ct»asing for nearlv twentv-four hours. 

On the '2nd of April we waited until nearly mid-day 
for the rain to cease and tlu»n started in a south- 
westrrlv direction, skirtin<' a mountain and the end of a 
largv' valley afterwards, but as soon as was practicable 
changed our course for a westtMlv oni', and verv soon came 
on to the Minjem running nortii. We were accompanied 
thus far by a Dumbu native who iiatl promised to guide 
us to Iml)li. a village a mile or two further on and 
not much out of our true line. Hut as after a few 
hundred vards he ran awav, we changed the dirtH-tion to 
due S4>uth, crossing wjveral mountain streams until we 
again came to the Minjem running lualh. 

The bad weather we were experiencing, for it was in- 
cessantly mining, verj' materially affected our colleetions, 
and as our shot cartridges were fettling the etTt»cts of 
the terrible damp, we were obtaining fewer paradise birds 
every day. 
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We pitched our camp towards sundown above the rit^ht 
bank of the river, our altitude being 880 feet above sea- 
level and the tliermometer at 6 p.m. registering 8'2°. We 
• w^ere obHged to remain here for two or three days as 1 

! had a sharp attack of fever with rheumatism. In the 

meantime we sent some men back to Dumbu to 
i request the natives to bring us taros and yams, wliidi 

they did on two occasions. The few days w^e camped 
j here it rained without ceasing day and night. Conse- 

i quently the river became very high and quite impassable. 

i On the 7th, the fever having left me, we pushed on 

i again, but owing to the dense forest w^ere obliged to cut 

our way, still in a south-westerly direction, crossing many 
mountain streams, in one of which I discovered a dam, 
evidently made by the natives to catch fish, but as we 
could not discover any tracks at all presumed they had 
travelled down the stream for some distance. 



CHAPTEK VI. 

WK FELL A TREE TO CROSS THE HIVEH — ARE MET BY A 
FEW NATIVES :, THEY SPEAK THE HOKAJIM I)L\LECT — 
SOFRCE OF THE RIVER MINJEM — A LABORIOUS ASCENT 
- ARE OBLIGED TO CCT OCR NVAY--THE SCMMIT — NO 
BISMARCK MOUNTAINS— CANNOT FIND NATIVES — BAD 
WATER — WE START ON THE RETURN JOURNEY. 

The ccmntrv we i>assiMl tlinm^'li now was very swaiupv, 
and onornious ferns nearly twenty feet lii^'h towered on 
either side of us. On tliis nlornin^^ Hth of April, we at^min 
struck the river, but found it too nnieh in flood to eross. 
an<l so selecting an enonnous tree <^'rowin^' elose to the 
hank felled it as a means of transit. On reachin<^' the 
i>p|>osite side we were <^'reeted hy a dozen natives, who, 
having heard of us, hrou^^lit five or six inferior taros for 
sjili». not eiRm<;h for a meal for one man. These men, 
who were misenihly thin and p<K)r, and without ornanuMits 
of any description, l)elon^ed to Oond)ali, and were the 
last natives we saw. 

Strangely enough they spoke the l>nkajim dialrct. 
This was a matter of j^reat interest, as thry did nut even 
know the name ** Hokajim," had nrvtr scm the s<*a, and 
it is extremely impn)hal)le that they have ever had, at any 
rate for a ^reat uuiuIkt of yrars, any communication one 
with another. It Heeme<l thr more curious as all the 
other villaf^es lx»tween there and tlu» coast sjHjke different 
dialects. We gave them a j^ood supply of red paint, 
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beadg, and otiier things to induce them to direct us to 
the mountain we were making for, tlie peak of which 
could be seen looming in the distance. But imniedi&tely 
after receiving them they all ran away. 

The river went westerly that day for a while, and we 
left it several tiiues as we found it better to cut a road 
through the forest. But we were obliged again in the 




afternoon to m-cross it, but nt)t without experiencing the 
greatest difhculty in doim,- so. the current being excep- 
tiiinally strong iiiid rapid. 

On the '-)tli we miide ati early start, following the river. 
Wo baited lit midday for an hour or two to enable our 
men to cook tlicnisi'lves a meal, for the rain had been so 
heavy on tbe previous evening, lasting up to ten o'clock in 
the morning, they had been (juite unable to light any fires 
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at all. Alxmt two o'clock we started a^ain, and soon came 
to where the river parted — one branch runninf^ to the 
s<»iith-east for a short distance, when it be^an to fall in 
casc»ades from a mountain, the other running to the south- 
west, where, after about a mile, it fell in waterfalls from 
the siime mountain. This was evidently the source of the 
rivt»r Minjem, where we camiH?d for the night. 

Karly the following morning we commenced to ascend 
tJie m(»untain on our side of the river, taking a westerly 
dirrctiiai. After cutting our way for many hours, towards 
evening we arrived at the summit, an altitude of r).4(K) 
fei'i alM»ve the sea. This was the farthest inland point I 
n'a<-ht*d, and was forty-two geographical miles from the 
coast. During tJie ascent of this mountain we met with 
many fniits, among which were rasplnTries and straw- 
lH'rri<»s. One* of our men was very ill the latter part of 
tlu" juurney, and had to Ik* carrieil the last few hours. It 
was now nearly dark and tht* rain began to pour in 
torrrnts. and this c(>ntinued without iiit(*rmission until 
daylight on the following morning. 

At i\ P.M. the thermometer re^isten-d r»l'* Fahrenheit, 
and it was with great dithculty \\v nian:igr<l to keep 
*»urM-lves wann. The next dav was beaulifullv fine, and 
We Were able for tlie tirst time during llie expedition to 
i:et everytliing dried. Immediately after breakfast we 
M-nt five men with rifles and ten others totrvand discover 
a \dla«:(* in the iieigh)>ourho<ML and also to |n<ik for fresh 
water, as that wliich we discovere<l the night before, a 
.••liort <iistance fnuu the camp, )»roved to b«' viry brackish. 

I l<M>ked in vain f<»r the range of Bismarck Mountains 
marked on the chart, which should have been hereabouts, 
but could sc*e notliing resembling anything of the kind at 
all. except tJiat sixty miles in a south-Mnith-easterly <lirec- 
tion I «»bst*r>ed a high range running: east to west which 1 
knew to be in British New (iuinea. The whole dav was 
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spent in clearing the top of the mountain to enable me 
to take proper observations of the surrounding country. 

At dusk our people returned without having seen 
any natives, nor even signs of them, and the water 
they had discovered was too far off to be of any use. . I 
sent them again the next day with the same ill snocesSt 
and, tliercforc, having ascertained the true position of the 
Albert Victor range of mountains in British New Guinea, 
which was from here plainly discernible, and also the 
various landmarks on the coast of German New Guinea« 
it was useless to prolong our stay. I unhesitatingly 
that the range of mountains marked on the chart 
latitude ()0 !()', longitude 145-HO E., is not to be seen in 
that situation, and as we cannot change the configm^ation 
of the earth, perhaps it may be as well to alter the mapp 
which 1 believe is now being done. I presume .the 
mistake was caused by some who, ascending, the 
coastal range in (xerman New Guinea, situate some few 
miles from the coast, observing some high range in the 
interior, returned with the news that such a range existed, 
and proudly named it after the late ex-chancellor, when 
in all ])n)l)al)ility they were gazing at the Albert Victor 
ranue in British New Guinea. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THK DESCENT — ONE MAN DIES — PHOTOCIHAPH OF THE 
SOIHCE OF THE RIVER A (lOOD DAY'S MARCH — WE 
SEND TO DCMHr F*OR FOOD HARDLY ANY ORTAIN- 
ARLE— HOSTILE NATIVES — THE LOVE OF RED PAINT 
-Dl'MHr VILLAGE — A NARROW ESCAPE — WE SHOOT 
A WILD HOAR — DISSATISFIED NATIVES -ATTACKED RY 
NATIVES— WE KILL ONE MAN IN THE ACT OF DRAWING 
HIS ROW — ARRIVE RACK ON THE COAST — SEVERE 
ATTACK OF FEVER— RETCRN TO FREDERICHWILHELMS- 
HAFEN — WITNESS A CHRISTKNlNd— A NATIVE DANCE 
-NATIVE FEAST- TASTY MORSELS- WE RID FARE- 
WELL. 

On April tho VMh we startrd mi our nlurn journcv at 
li A.M., with tlu* llifnnoinctrr r('«,nsl(nn;,' M]'' Fahivnhcil. 
Tilt* sick iiiim unf<»rtunatriy ditd when wc were ai)()iit 
half way down, and wi* hnric*] him underneath siMur 
h*avt's. On aiTivinj» at the river we rested f«>r an hour 
or so an<l photo^niphed its source. 

T<» our ^n*at delight we found the riv^r had fallen verv 
niurh during unr absence on account of the fine weather, 
an<l we managed to pick our way for some distance aloiii^ 
the roc'ks instea^l of throu«j[h the forest. Later in the 
day. JR»wever, and for some hours we were ohlit^'ed to 
wa4le waiHt-deep in the river. At ") p.m. we cam|><Ml. 
dn*ncht»<l to the skin, for it had heen raining heavily since 

two o'clcK'k. 
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This was tlie longest march we had as yet made, and 
had covered in one day wlmt on the way up took lis 
tliree to accomplish. Tlie next morning we struck our 
old tracks and travelled in a north-easterly direction 
towards the village of Dumhii, camping that night on 
the bank of a stream ahout two miles from that village. 
It was our intention to remain here for a few days for 
the pur|)(>s(» ol collecting sojne si^ecimens of natural 
historv. 

I sent half a dozen men to Dumbii for food, and 
they returned with a very few bad taros, having paid very 
dearlv for tlu'm. 

■ 

I'larly on the following day we sent Pieringwith twelve 
men to again solicit ))rovisions, and the day being 
toli'rably fine we one and all dispei'sed in the forest to 
what wt* could lind, but I am sorrv' to sav the result 
anything but satisfactory, no particular novelties being 
added to our colleetions. At 4 P.M. Piering returned 
with not enough for a meal, as the natives were in- 
dispc^scMJ to ]>art with anything more, the fact of the 
iiiMttcr lu'ing that they had very little else to sell, and 
had it not Im-cii for the influence of the women who 
still \vaiit«'<l nioR' \\'k\ ])aint and beads, he mi^ht have 
rtcM'ivrd <'V<'M a inorr mifavourable reception. At times 
tluTr i^ n(> difticulty in obtaining a stock of taros, yet, 
let tin- >u>|>iei«Mi or tli<' f('art>r the native be aroused from 
almost any f:uisc. and he i-cfusfs to trade otfliand. 

In >u«-li t'M-^t's III' <Iocs not look to his own advantage in 
till' \\:iy <'f prutit. nor (jncs humanity prompt him to keep 
tlir wnll" ti<»ni th«' Jnci-Mf lii> tcllow crcuture. \\\ such 
(•;i"-»- 111- \\\\< :i li'fiN -.(-Mi-n fcr tlu* stranger's substitute for 
L't'M "i* \\ liiitrvri- ni:i\ br tlir ti'mpca'arv means of ex- 
(•h;injj«- and liinttr. \\\\\ once h't him be inclined for a 
ileal MUil hi- ^rcrii lor red paint knows no bounds. The 
Papuan m1 Ni-w (inin«'a dearly lovrs red paint, it is more 
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to him than rouge to the actress or woad to our British 
ancestors wlien Capsar first visited these sliores. For a 
haixlful of red paint one may obtain sufficient bread stuff 
an<l vegetables of the country to stock a Covent Garden 
market. Nor should the traveller omit to carry a goodly 
supply of salt. In the lack of tliat commodity the natives 
resi.»mble those Mexicans whom Cortes first met with in 
the earlier days of the conquest of Mexico. I remember 
i»n one cx'casion we were mixing some salt with flour 
previous to breadmaking. I gave a small pinch to a native 
staiKling elost* by ; he ait once put it in liis moutli and 
made manifest signs of keenly appreciating tlie foreign 
dainty, tlie first of its kind lie had ever tasted. Hushing 
off to the far end of the village he quickly returned 
accompanied by the entire population, who, like Oliver 
Twist, did not scruple to ask for more. 

It was with much reluctance that we decided to move 
on. having only our own provisions to rely upon, which were 
now getting nither low. During the day I camt* across 
stinging-nettles, rose briers, a species of (juince, maidiMi- 
hair ferns, and the laurustinus in the forest. The natives 
of I>umbu, on our second visit, appeared anything but 
frifudlv, in fact thev were decidedlv hostile, both old 

• • ft 

and young iH'ilig armed with sj)ears, bows, an<l arrows. 
I had luckily obtaiiUMl. however, a ])hotograph of the 
\illagt» and some of the inhabitants on our jncvious 
visit, though not without considerable difficulty. Mani- 
festly the natives held the camera in wboh'some dread. 
either as a fetish or as an implement of the white 
man's annourv*. which might go otY at any minute and 
kill them on the spot : hence they scuttled oil" in all 
ilirections, and we had no little trouble to induce the 
bnivi'st of them to rt»turn and submit to the ordeal bv 

• 

lens. At length by persuasion and free gifts nf tobacco. 
and by my Htanding amongst them, we induc(*d some few 
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to come back, and were thus enabled to procure a photo- 
graph, which was taken by my own native servant. 

On the IGth of April, therefore, at 6 a.m., although it 
was raining heavily we stnick camp and marched on 
to Dumbu. About half a mile before reaching the village 
we discovered that the natives had obstructed the 
track with trees, rocks, &c., whereupon we formed an 
advance and rearguard of militarj' police. Arriving at the 
village the natives were seen in all the paraphernalia for 
fighting, and armed to the teeth with spears, bows and 
arrows. We halted for a few minutes in the village, ami 
took no notice of them whatever, detennining not to fight 
unless absolutely necessarj'. Luckily they did nothing. 
and so after a short time spent for refreshment we pushed 
on to the village of Jillim, where our reception was in 
marked contrast to that of Dumbu. The natives here 
were delighted to see us again, jumping, running, and 
rolling (.>n the ground. They immediately brought us 
taros, sugar-cane, and native bananas. We pitched our 
tent in the centre of the village, a large house being placed 
lit the disposal of the men. 

The next morning, the 17th, we were forced to wade 
again for many hours down a river, as the forest wa^ 
impL'nctiahli'. Captain Cotton had a most marvellous 
cM'api' from drowning, as suddenly missing his foothold 
he was carriiMJ dow!i hy the torrent at terrific speed, and 
only I'scajM'd ccrlain death hy becoming entangled in a 
fallen tii'c, which lav narliallv across the river. That 
rvcnin;/ we discovi-red the loss of two hundred (xmnds 
(if l)eef, which had l)e:*n eaten surreptitiously by the 
iieart'i's, c.in^idtrahly diminishing our supply. I fouihl 
ill" native^ of r>uka exercist'(l a most demoralising etfect 
on all our oiIut men, and although they had been trained 
as native j) )lice, with very few (»xcepti(ms they were a 
lazy, thieving, and disobedient lot ; erne of them, never- 
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spent in clearinp; the top of the mountain to enable me 
to take proper observations of the surrounding countzy. . 

At dusk our people returned without having 
any natives, nor even signs of them, and the 
they had discovered was too far oflf to be of any uae. ^'I 
sent tlioni a<i[ain the next day with the same ill BQOoaPi 
and, tliereforc, having; ascertained the true position of 4ll 
Albert Victor range of mountains in British Ne^v GhniHil^ 
which was from here plainly discernible, and also tifii 
various landmarks on the coast of Genuan New Qniaas^ 
it was useless to prolong our stay. I unhesitatingly aflasprt 
that the range of mountains marked on the chart aa*ia 
hititude ()° l(.y, longitude 145-80 E., is not to be see&rilt 
that situation, and as we cannot change the configa^atiOD 
of th(^ eai'th, perhaps it may be as well to alter the nilf^ 
which 1 l)elieve is now being done. I presume ^b(* 
mistake was caused by s(mie who, ascendiTig ^^'thft 
coastal langt^ in (Teiinan New Guinea, situate some ftfir 
miles from the coast, (observing some high range i« -thft 
interior, returned with the news that such a ran^e existed, 
and ])r()U(lIy named it after the late ex-chancellor, when 
in all ])r()l)al)iliiy tli(\v wen^ gazing at the Albert Victor 
rauire in British New (juinea. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THK DKSrEXT — ONE MAX DIES — PHOTOCJRAPH OF THE 
SorUCE OF THE RIVER -A GOOD DAY's MARCH — WE 
SEND TO DVMBr FOR FOOD— HARDLY ANY OBTAIN- 
AHLE — HOSTILE NATIVES — THE LOVE OF RED PAINT 
— DI'MHr VILLAGE — A NARROW ESCAPE — WE SHOOT 
A WILD HOAR — DISSATISFIED NATIVES — ATTACKED BY 
NATIVES — WE KILL ONE MAN IN THE ACT OF DRAWING 
HIS Bow — ARRIVE BACK ON THE COAST — SEVERE 
ATTA( K OF FEVER — RETFRN TO FREDERICHWILHELMS- 
HAI EN -WITNESS A CHRISTENING — A NATIVE DANCE 
- NATIVE FEAST- TASTY MORSELS--WE BID FARE- 
WELL. 

On April tlu* l.'Uh \vc started on our nturn journrv at 
t> A.M., with tlif tl!tTnu>nH't<T rc'*,qstt'rin«^' MV' Fahrenheit. 
The sick man unf<»rtunatt'lv (Vwd when we were ahout 
half wav down, and we huried him underneath smne 
h*avt»s. On arriving; at tlie river we rested for an hour 
i»r so an<1 ph(»top^a plied its source. 

To our j^'n»at delijjht we found the river had fallen very 
much during our ahsence on account of the fine weather. 
and we mana^aMl to pick our way for some distance alon*; 
the nH'ks instead of through the forest. I^ater in the 
day, however, and for some hours we were ohli^ed to 
wade waist-deep in the river. At .") p.m. we camped, 
<lrt»nchtMl to the «kin, for it had heen rainin*^ heavily since 
two o'chH:k. 

5 
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This was the longest march we had as yet made, and 
had covered in one day what on the way up took us 
three to accomplish. The next morning we struck our 
old tracks and travelled in a north-easterly direction 
towards the villa<jfe of Duiul)u, camping that night on 
the hank of a stream ahout two miles from that village. 
It was our ijitcntion to remain here for a few days for 
the purpose oi collecting some specimens of natural 
historv. 

■ 

I sent half a dozen men to Dumbu for food, and 
th<»y n^turned with a very few bad taros, Imving paid very 
dearlv for them. 

l^ai'ly on the following day we sent Pieringwith twelve 
men to again solicit provisions, and the day being 
tolerably tine we one and all dispersed in the forest to see 
what we could iind, but I am son'v to sav the result was 
anything but satisfactory, no particular novelties being 
added to our collections. At 4 r.M. Piering returned 
with Jiot enough for a meal, as the natives were in- 
dis])osi'd to ])art with anything more, the fact of the 
iiijittcr being that tlu\v had very little else to sell, and 
had it not hrcn for thr influence of the women who 
still wantctl more red jniint and beads, he might have 
rrcL'ivc'd rwn a more unfavourable reception. At times 
tih-n* is no (liiiticulty in obtaining a stock of taros, vet, 
U't the suspicion or the fear of the native be anmsed from 
ahno^t iinv cau^c. and he I'efuses to trade offlmnd. 

In ^iicli cnNcs he does not look to his own advantage in 
ilu- way uf protit. \un' docs humanity prompt him to keep 
tlic Wolf Iroiii the door of his fellow creature. In such 
(•a^^'-^ hr \\\{< a lofiy scorn foi- the stranger's substitute for 
j/old or whatever may ])i» the temporary means of ex- 
ehaiijic a in I i>arlci-. P.iii once let him be inclined for a 
d«al and his erred for reel paint knows no bounds. The 
Papuan «>f New (iuinca dcai'ly loves red paint, it is more 
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to him than rouge to the actress or woad to our British 
ancestors wlien Capsar first visited these shores. For a 
liandful of red paint one may obtain sufficient bread stuff 
and vegetables of the country to stock a Covent Garden 
market. Nor sliould the traveller omit to carr>' a goodly 
supply of salt. In the lack of that commodity the natives 
resi^mhje those Mexicans wliom Cortes first met witli in 
tlie earlier days of the conquest of Mexico. I remember 
(»n one occasion we were mixing some salt witli flour 
previous to breadmaking. I gave a small pinch to a native 
standing close by ; he at once put it in his mouth and 
made manifest signs of keenly appreciating the foreign 
<lainty, the first of its kind he had ever tasted. Hushing 
otT to the far end of tlie village he quickly returned 
accompanied by the entire jxipuiation, who, like Oliver 
Twist, did not scruple to ask for more. 

It was witli much reluctance that we decided to move 
on, having only our own provisions to rely upon, which were 
now getting rather low. Uuring lh(» day 1 cani(» across 
stinging-iu'ttles, rose briers, ji species of (juince, maiden- 
hair ferns, and the laurustinus in the forrst. The* natives 
of I>umbu, on <»ur second visit. a])]H*arcd anything but 
frifudlv, in fact th(»v were decidediv hostile, both old 

• • • 

an<l young beilig armed with sju-ars, bnws, and arrows. 
I lia<l luckily obtained, however, a ])hotogra]>h of the 
\illage an<l some of the inhabitants on nur ])revious 
visit, though not without considerable diflieiiltv. Mani- 
festiv the luitives held tht» cameni in wholesome dread, 
t*itluT as a fetish or as an implement of the white 
man's anuour>'. wliicli might go otT at any minute and 
kill them on tlie si)ot : hence they scuttled oil* in all 
directi<»ns, and we had no little trouble to induce the 
bnivest of them to return and submit to the ordeal by 
lens. At length by iK»rsua.sion and free gifts of tobaeci), 
and by my btanding amongst them, we induced some few 
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to come back, and were thus enabled to procure a photo- 
graph, whicli was taken by my own native servant. 

On the 16th of April, therefore, at 6 a.m., although it 
was raining heavily we struck camp and marched on 
to Dumbu. About half a mile before reaching the village 
we discovered that the natives had obstructed the 
track with trees, rocks, &c., whereupon we formed an 
advance and rearguard of military police. Arriving at the 
village the natives were seen in all the paraphernalia for 
fighting, and armed to the teeth with spears, bows and 
arrows. We halted for a few minutes in the village, and 
took no notice of them whatever, detennining not to fight 
unless absolutely necessary. Luckily they did nothing, 
and so after a short time spent for refreshment we pushed 
on to the village of Jillim, where our reception was in 
marked contrast to that of Dumbu. The natives here 
were delighted to see us again, jumping, running, and 
rolling on the ground. They immediately brought us 
taros, sugar-cane, and native bananas. We pitched our 
tent in the centre of the village, a large house being placed 
at the disposal of the men. 

The next morning, the ITth, we were forced to wade 
again for many hours down a river, as the forest was 
impenetnible. Captain Cotton had a most marvellous 
escape from drowning, as suddenly missing his foothold 
he was carried down l)y the torrent at terrific speed, and 
only escaped certain death by becoming entangled in a 
fallen tree, which lav ])artiallv across the river. That 
evening we discovered the loss of two hundred pounds 
of beef, which had hi'iui eaten surreptitiously by the 
hearers, considerably diminishing our supply. I found 
the natives of Buka exercised a most demoralising eflfect 
on all our other men^ and although they had been trained 
as native p;)lice, with very few exceptions they were a 
lazy, thieving, and disobedient lot ; one of them, never- 
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theless, named ** Ran^/' was a ven' gocKl boy indeed ; 
I used him principally to cut the track, and when given 
a certain direction to travel seldom deviated fnnu the 
course, however dull the dav or denst* and dark the 
forest. 

During the afternoon one of the men shot a wild boar, 
which, on our arriving at the village of Vittib some hours 
later, was claimed by the natives as their property. 
Having no brand or ear-mark of any sort I knew this 
to Ik? untrue, but still, not desiring to quarrel with 
them, gave them what they asked in payment for it, viz., 
one axe and a little red paint. There was great rejoicing 
that night, and much excitement among the men over the 
ciM)king of it. 

On the iStli we were up early, and so< n arrived at 
Witiigi, where we found the whole village in anus 
against us. I at once demanded the nason, and was 
tnhl that we had killed and eatrn a pig on the previous 
day that belonged to them. This was, of course, 
ridiculous; but still wishing, if jM»ssil>le, to av<»id hos- 
tilities, I inquired what they wanti'd. and. strangely 
enough, the same payment was asked that liad aheady 
lK»en paid, of course proving that enmniiinieation had 
lK*en made during the night between them an«I the 
Vittib p(*o]»le. We ;:ave th« 111 wliat they wanted 
and n-comnieiiced our jounu\, lut had not jnoeeetUd 
more than two hundred vanls wiun tiiev made a nmst 
desiH'iate attack on us from the rear, a ^iicwtr <«t ^]m ars 
and arrows falling thickly ainnnj^^t u^. I was thtn 
obliged to onler the military pohee to tire, hut to aim 
high and (»nly to frighten tluni, the resuh being tiie 
retin*ment of the eiiemv without manv casualties. Hut 
on«' man was shot whilst in th(> act ot drawin*: his 
Im»w, the bullet nmning up his hit arm. across his 
chest, and liulf-way down his right ami. 
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We then struck off in a north-easterly direction to 
a small river, about three miles farther on, where we 
camped for the night. 

We remained in the same camp all the following day, as 
it poured with rain, and I was attacked with fever, wliieh 
lasted until late in the evening; but on the 20th, at (j.30, 
we struck camp for the last time, and at twelve o'clock 




reached Sttrphi^ii 
my canipuiiii 
and fill' siitiK 



We had hardly arrived before 
uid I were hiith seized with maliiriu, 
jLjs were unable to move out of the 
liiniNC. Imt cTi the ■i")tli we nianiigeil to take the steam 
iaiuu-h to KrederichwilbehLisbafcn, taking with us all 
our men and all our lugga;,'e. Here again, as guests of 
liiH Excellency, we awaited the arrival of the ss. Ltibrck. 
My companion again collapsed, and became so ill that be 
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ilecided to go into the excellent hospital, to be there 
niirse<l by the kind sisters. 

On the occasion of this visit his Excellency the 
(xovernor rowed me across the harbour to a village named 
Sear, situated on the coast a mile or so from Frederich- 
welhelmshafen, where the natives were holding a great 
entertainment. It hapi>ened that a child had just been 
bum, and according to native custom, on the day of the 
birth of an infant all women of the village assemble at 
the house of the mother, where they remain the whole 
niglit through, dancing and singing dolefully. The next 
morning the mother takes the child into the sea, if they 
are c«»ast natives, and if not into a water hole, and after 
wasliing Iwith herself and her offspring she returns to the 
village, where the oldest or most inffuential woman names 
it. sometimes after a tree, an animal, or a fish, but 
moff generally a name is given of an indecent nature. 
His Kxcellency the Ciovernor had on more than one 
iK'casion been requested to name a child, and in this 
instance he named the babv after his own sister. Tlure 
was als<» a <lance taking ])laee« and the (lovcninr liinisclf was 
<K•^»irous of witnessing this sing-^in;^, tlic more t'sprcially 
as there were visitors from I)anii)it'i\ an island ncaily 
iwtiitv miles awav. 

I»i tlie centre of the villag(\ rangrd in a l^n;;^ line, were 
sr\<Tal heaps of large and beautifully roiistiuctcd rartlifU 
|N»t>. On the top of (»ach heap i\w cliicf laid vaiious 
articles, such as grass clothing f(»r tlic \v<Miitn and 
t»rnamcnts, s|H*ars, \-c., for the mm, lia\iiig accnin- 
pli>hed which he then went down tlu* linr. and >trikin;^' 
th«* first heap with a nittan which he eanird in lii^ lian<l. 
called out the names of the vi^it^ir^ fnr wlmm it was 
intt'iKlt'd as a present, at the same tini" saying a few 
appropriate words. This was repeated at each heap 
until the last, and bv far the most valuable one. was 
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reached, when addressing himself to the visiting chief, 
whose gift it was to be, he made a verj' elaborate speech, 
lasting quite ten minutes. OE course, although it was 
quite gibberish to me, I wasfuUy satisfied that whatever the 
subject of his discourse might be, he was at least a most 
fluent speaker, and I was quite surprised at this wild and 
cannibal savage s[>eaking with all the pathos and apparent 
learning of a politician. This ended, enormous bowls were 
filled with cooked pig, dog, and other mixtures, as well as 




yurits, tarus, jitid sugrj, c'ovored with scraped cocoanut. 
This savDury mixture was presented to the viKit()rs, but 
us they were sii lung picking and flmosing their pieces, all 
hands and feet being in tlie howls at once we did nut wait 
to wiUicsK the repast, but came away. I may mention 
that it is the visitoi-s who. on llicse occasions, do all the 
dancing ami entertaining, some of their dances taking 
many months to leai'ii. 

Ill Ibi' event of one man ahducting tlie wife of anotlicr 
he is compelled to pay a certain sum in native money to 
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the injured husband. This satisfactorily terminates the 
pnK^eedinti^s. The woman may, or may not approve of 
this arran«^^ement, but as she is simply so much property 
she has no voice in the matter. 

I cannot close this cliapter, which ends my visit 
to (lerman New Guinea, without saying that his 
Kxcellency the (lovemor, who I am soriy to say 
is since dead, pnned liimself a most hospitable friend. 
Krederichwilhelmshafen which, as I have said before, 
was then the seat of the Government and the head- 
quart(»rs of the New Guinea Company, has since been 
aban<l(»ned, and there is nothinf(, I beHeve, to mark 
\\w sjM»t, which once was a fair-sized settlement, but 
a few ruined remains of houses and many heai)s of 
empty tins and I>ottles, which l)v now I have no doubt 
are entirely hidden by the lon<^^ rank ^rass and thick 
jun^'le. 

To sum up the result of my expedition to the 
int«*rior. here I sjiw many stranj^e places and extra- 
ordinary pt»ople, so far unknown to the white man's 
eX|HTience. Th(» country j)asse(l throu«^di and s(»en for 
many miles roun<l is. in my o{)inion. far too mountainous 
and ditVirult of access t(» ev<»r prove u^rfiil for cultivatin*^' 
pur|H»s<'s. The soil in the int<Tior is in some j>arts rocky. 
in some of clav, but alto«'ether far nion- heavv than that 
<»n tin* c«Mist.* I made* a inmiber of i)an)ni('tn(ai and 
thennom(*trical obstTvations. Wt* collecte^l a «^'reat many 
s|>t*ci«*s of entomolo^i(*al and ornithoio^^icai specimens, 
and finally, the journey was not by any means barren, as 
I have lx»fore stated in a j>revious ehapter, troni a 
^eo<rniphical standi>oint. 

ft iM not iiiv intention hen* to (IfxcrilH* fully tli«> (•M*«t<>iii< and 
iniiiiii«*rs of the rApiians of Nfw (iniiwa. htit if iii\ n-adrr^ \\'\\\ Ikmit 
with iiio till th«* He(*on<l part of t!ii<* \<iluin<.'. I \\\\\ I'lxli'jivour t<> dfpict 
th4* nativt^H of thin, the laixoHt i^dand in the wurld. uk I found thoni. 
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to liini than roufje to the actr€»ss or woad to our British 
ancestors when CiPKar first visited these shores. For a 
han<lful of red paint one may obtain siifiieient bread stuff 
and vej:etahl(*s of the country* to stoek a Covent Garden 
market. Xor should the traveller omit to carr\* a ffoodlv 
supply of salt. In the lack of that connnodity the natives 
resi»ml)le thosi* Me.xicans whom Cortes first met with in 
the t»arlier days of the conquest of Mexico. I rememlnT 
on one occasion we were mixing some salt with flour 
previous to breadmakin<;. I ^ave a small pinch to a native 
>landin<; close by; he at once put it in his mouth and 
made manifest si^ns of keenly appreciatin<i[ the foreij^n 
<lainty, the first of its kind he had ever tasted. Hushing 
i»tT to the far end of the villa»,^e he quickly returned 
accompanied by the entire population, who, like Oliver 
Twist, did not scruple to ask for m(»re. 

It was with much reluctanci* that we decided to move 
on.havin*;only our own provisions to rely upon, which were 
now «;cttin<; rather low. I)m*in«^' the day I came across 
stin*;in«;-iH»ttles, n»se briers, a sj)ecies of (|uince. maiden- 
hair ferns, and the laurustinus in the f(»rcst. Tlu* natives 
of I)umbu. on our second visit, a])pcarcd anything' but 
frit'iidlv, in fact ihcv were dccidcdiv hostile, both old 
and yi»unj; iH'hi*^' arme<l with spears, bows, smd armws. 
I had luckily (»btained. however, a photo^rnipli (»f the 
\illa;;<* an<l some* of the inhabitants on our previous 
visit, thou;;h not without considerable dithcultv. Mani- 
festlv the natives held the camera in wboKsuinf dread, 
either as a fetish or as an implement »»l' the white 
man's ann(»ur>', which mij^dit ^'o otT at any minute and 
kill them on the sj)ot : hence they scuttled ntl' in all 
tlireclions, and we ha<l no little trouble to induce the 
bnivest <»f them to n»turn and submit to the ordeal bv 
lens. At length by jH»rsuasion and fret' ^'ifts of tobacco, 
and by my standing amongst them, we induced some few 



1/ 






I 

' « 

« 
/ 



■ I * 
V 



(.-■ 

■ 

i 



t ' 
I 



S', 



l\ 



( 



I « 

t . 



! \ 



» . 



'f 



c 






> 



D 

■i 

i 



a 



•f 

V 



I 



I 



1 



1 



H 



1; 



r: 



fi' 



■ 



\' 



I. 



THE JUDGE AS A PUBLICAN. 



6; 



" Wliat ilo you want, Hir?" The captain, who did not 
uiidenitam] a word, hit it off very nicely by shouting 
" Heer," one of the only words of Engheh tiie Malay 
l)oy understood. Finding it nice and cool he very 
soon called for a second bottle, and whilst in tlie act of 
drinking it the judge returned home, and bowing poHtely 
to the visitor said he was pleased to find that he made 
hinis<'lf at home. The old salt, taking him for the land- 
lord, invited him to take a glass, which invitation was 




{roiirteiiusly accepted. After a ))leasant dial, and drink- 
ing yet another l>ottle. on whicli occasinn the jn'igf 
acte«l the iMirt of host, the ol<l Nor\V)';.'iaii (nillrd oiil his 
purse and asko<] how nnii-li he !iud to pay. whin the 
jiidyf, with a iiivrry twinkle in. his eye. infmim d him that 
it was his private house, and tliat althougii lie was the 
impaTial judge it gave him very gnat pleasure to enter- 
tain liim. The poor man was i|uite civerionu'. and after 
tiutny a|)o1ogie8 retired eovere<l with eonfiision. 

Herbertsoh, which is the only |>ort in New Britain, is 
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the )ieail(]iiartt'rH of the Geminn New Guinea Coiupaiiv 
in that cimiitry. Situated at tlie entrance to Blanche 
ilay, it coiiiiniinilH a beautiful view of the Duke of York 
Isltiiids. Ntiw Ireland, and the volcanoes on the north 
coiist 111' Nijw lii'itain. 

A mile or so far'ther down the bay will be found 
Uahini, In- fur the finest and most valuable plan- 
tation in \Xw Koutli Seas, It is owned bv a half-caste 
Sanioiin lady. Started many years ago by the present 




o\Miii- \.\w liiisliiiiiil. iiiid also her brother-iu-hnv. it 
rMii-.i-.i~ <4 iii:nn tlinii.^ind -Avvy^. nt' ricii. undulatinu land. 
\\ |>i.Mtil ihr >lj|'lr I'liniiii'i^ arc fdi'oaniits luid CMtloii. 
Thiiv ac,-. iM.wru r, Mill (!i..iisaTids of aav^ tu 1»- .-K-an'd 
;ui.| |.laiii,.l. an^i il>.\alii.' a T.-w yciirs in^ner will b.- M 
l,a~i .IrHLMi.j.a-.Avrv war tliirly tli<.nsiin<t y.-nny c.o.ii- 
niit liv..> atv i.janl.a. ll is Mrs. Kolbe's inteiitinn t.. 
iiii|>nr[ .-;illlr lr<>tii .\iisi jalia. ami fatten them for llu- 
Sinn„|,nr.' and .lavan...- nnirk.'H. The fliuial.-. m-r.- 
o\.i'. i- a- ii.iirlv |.:rl.-.l a-^ imssihlr. and ihc fever, wbi.li 
l-iit;<f ill Niw tiiiiiuii, i- III' liiir iKTurrenie here. 
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MRS. KOLRE AND THE CANNIBALS, 75 

Mrs. Kolbe and her sister, Mrs. Parkinson, are, as I 
have said before, half-caste Samoan ladies, their father, 
an American gentleman, having settled some five and 
forty years ago in Apia, Samoa. It would be impossible 
to Kix?ak in tenns too high of the kindness and hospitality 
we met with at their hands, and Mr. Parkinson, who is 
the manager of the estate, did everything in his power 
to make our visit a pleasant (me. Besides the plantation 
itself, there are many large outlying trading stations, 
managed by European traders, and are all owned by 
Mrs. Kolbe. S<mie of these stations are manv hundreds 
of miles from Kalum, the most remote ones being in the 
Mortl<K*k group. The houses o\\ the estate are beauti- 
fullv situated above the shores of the bav, and are njost 
pictUH'sque edifices, furnished tliroughout with beautiful 
taste, and one can almost imagine cmeself inside a 
country residence of Western civilisation rather than in 
the wilds of a cannibal country — for the natives here 
may 1k» classcHl as amongst the most ferocious cannibals 
of the South Pacific. Within a mile or two of Ralum 
one may find even to-day chiefs wlio keep slaves for tlie 
puqM)Si» of fof)d, and who are in tlie habit of killing them 
everv few days to satisfy tlu*ir diabolical tastes. Not 
only do they do this, but tliev boast of it, and I have had 
these* jK^ople come and tell me how they have enjoyed 
their feast on the previous evening, winch had been some 
{MU-tion of a human Inking. 

Some few years ago, these ladies with whom we stayed, 
and whose housi^s are but a few minutes' distance from 
one another, during the absence of the nianaj^'er, were 
approached by some three or four hundred natives from 
the interior, half the number surrounding one house 
and the rest the other. They sNNarme<l on to the 
verandahs, anned with spears, bows and arrows and 
tomahawks, their intention being to carry each lady 
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off iiiti) the busli, for what imriiosu I will leave to tlie 
iiiiiifriniition of my I'eaiU-i'M. Mi'h. PurkitiBon iimnaf^ed to 
Rfiid by 11 bltick boy ii iiit>sH!i;;t! to her sister statiiif; that 
shu iiiU'iulfd to hohi out to tlie last, and exhortlnjj her to 
do likewise. F.iituiiutely eadi of these noinen was with- 
mit Tear, lieiice their iiltiiiinte safety. Suppnrtetl by tliret- 
oi' four house-boys, Mrs. Parkinson boldly Kte|)pe(l for- 
ward, and. s|H-iikiii^ to the nii;;londerB, informed theiii 
tliat she would shoot tlu' first man who took one step 
ill b(^r din-ctinii. On a mnvemeiit iMiiiifj made she 




■ (\\.> lojvliii.sl of the I'llrty. Tiu-l-e- 
lunird ;iii.! i-rioinininu-^ly fleii. aii<l the 

!■ lh,U-.'. lu.lllll-th.-shnls. did lik<-wi>.-, 

II |.>-.l.'iv I'.mlil ualk tliroit<,'Ii tlu- wliok- 
I Miul lOKHtrnJrd. lor that <K'i-un-<-iii'<- 
■■■.1 --iiih !■.-[". I that till' natives f..r 
id v\..i-ln|. III.' \vv\ viinuii-l -Aw «alk> 
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at tlie foot, where we landed and began to ascend, 
collectin*^ many specimens of natural history on the way 
up. About fifty minutes* hard climbing brought us to 
the mouth of the crater, which on this occasion was 
quiescent. I took a photograph of the crater and also 
of the magnificent view lying at my feet. 

Farther in towards the head of the bav is the island 
of Matupi, on which is to be found the coaling-station 
for steamers and men-of-war visiting this part of the 
South Seas. There is also established on the island the 
head trading-station of the Gennan firm of Messrs. 
Henisheim, who also collect copra. Copra is the dried 
kernel of the cocoanut, from which oil is extracted. 

The natives split the nut in half, and, taking out the 
kernel, hang it under cover and smoke-dry it, afterwards 
threading it <m strings of rattan — ten on each. It is 
then ready for the trader. ** The ten on a string" 
is the standard of all trade. Mv readers will doubtlesa 
Ik* aware that this [)ro<luct is valuable for its oil. Sun- 
dried copra is better than that ])rei)ared in this manner; 
but the treacherous and iiK'lement nature of the climate 
in these latitudes prevents the natives from adoptin«; 
this ukmIc of curing. 

Whilst we were in New Britain the white j>eo[)le 
were exj>eriencing a considerable amount of trouble 
fn»m the natives, and it was not until after tiie arrival 
of a man-of-war, and a com[>any or two of blue-jackets 
had marched into the interior and iiad killed several ami 
bume<l down their villages, that they were left un- 
molested. It appears that a native had induced them 
to fight by offenng for sale a substance, the virtue 
of which rendered him whose body was be-smeared 
with it bullet pnK)f. He exhorted the natives to buy 
it from him ami go down and fight, saying, ** Let us kill 

the white men and live in their houses." To prove his 

■« 
/ 
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stuff was genuine, he painted some one with his mixture. 
and, holding up a bullet, he substituted for it a bern' 
not unlike it in appearance, and, inserting it into tho 
muzzle of an old gun fired at the niau, of course 
without injuring him. By this means he collected many 
hundreds of pounds worth of ** dewjirra " (native money), 
and had it not been for the timely arrival of the man-of- 
war miglit still be doing a good trade. 

The fjime of this marvellous discoverj' spread far ami 
wide, and natives Hocked from all the villages \i"ithin 
many miles to possess themselves of the ointment. The 
fellow became enormously rich, but the war breaking out. 
and s(n(u-al natives who had anointed themselves being 
killed, his life was in inuninent peril from his own 
count rynion, and he repaired to lialuni, where he sought 
pi-otection and where I met him. This fellow was far 
loo c'K'vrr to be a cannibal savage, for on a previous 
orcasion he hud devised a plan which to our ears is, if 
p(»ssible. molt' ludicrous than his life-preser\'i ng oint- 
ment that of r«)llecting unto himself the riches of this 
\\(»rl(l. Tliis al>() was an ointment, a modicum (if whii'lt 
lia<l In l)c >wal]owe(l, and if a receptacle was then hung 
Hj> ill w \\\r \\\\k\ left there for one moon (one month) the 
ownrr wduM lind it tilled with dewarra at the end of 
tin- elated iini«\ Of course at the end of the month no 
nmncy lia«l arrived, wlien tlu* victim would approach and 
inteiT<i»:ale the owner oi" the marvellous dru«|. 

"Ail!" he wniild say, "you must have eaten betel- 
mil ' iknuwing tlu' u>ual habit of his fellow creatures): 
•* that is the i'ea.-(»n the Maharan' (evil spirit) has not sent 
you any money. Xow go and hang it again for six 
moon;- and y«»u will tind it full, but first give me a fathom 
more for this ^niall (jnantity." 

Fn this wav, and hv nianv similar subterfuires. the 
natives wei"e ini|)«»sed upon, and the owner t)f the rubbish 
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lH*autiful |ia|iih«i. whirli lias siiicr Ikh^ii descrilHHl azi«l 
iiaiiH-ii tlir rapiliii \Vt-listfi'i. 

Mr-* rarkin^oii t«Mik \\\v fur luanv (*\cui>ions iiiti» tlu* 
iiittrior. aii<l nii nin* (H't^a^^ioii ti> llit» viIla>;o of ii ver\" 
iiitliHiitial rliicf. a lii>ar\-li<'a<liM| nltl sc'oiindri*!, who had 
till' il<-atliN (if iiiaiix |MMi|»lt' on his roiiscience, if he ha^l 
NiK'li a tliiii::. and nnr nf the nio>t f(TtK.*ious canniltals in 
that fiait nf till (iiuntrv. This man was holding: a f^reat 
frNti\it\. and tlif \illa;:t-. as I a)ipi'oarhi*d it thnmfzh the 
fiHTNi. nMiiili|t i| siiiiirw liat a larj:*' I'oiintn' fair. Huge 
i-lianis ut Naritiu-* «Mlinn«'d t-roions and flowers strung 
tn^jrtln r liiiri:: tn«ni tn-r Im tn-t-. tlu* trunks of which 
Ui-n tiirinlril li\ L':n lands of lirantiful rn'4*iH'rs. Upwards 
nf tliirt' tliMii^aihl uatiNt-N \\%vv asstiiil>lt>d fp»ni all parts. 
and nian\ lininlii.K •>! tin ni wcii- ro\t*n*d with leaves, 
\\)ii<-)i. t4i..'< til* r witli tliMi paint and tlu'ir tJionnous 
t( :it)i« r li< .fi ii't --« -. iin|i:tit( •! t«> tliciii a niM^t ini{Hising, 

I'll! .it lit -.III.. Mil., wi,.!. .i|'|M aiMlh-f. Tlir \Nln»|f scene 

wa- -J. lit- II:- !:. --1 i.!ii.jii- I liad \Nilnt'>M'«l in the 
11 • I : ii:- II.. i! -i\.- \\i\K' ail assrniMfd. as it 

■ 

\\« i- . I" I.;! : I' ■ ^i. !■. ~ .1 1. 1 1:^1' mTim-II nf ffHlS and 

ll.'Wii- l:.i«l i.. .• ,1.1 I.. I ;..' tl.« |»urjn»s«'. At tlio s<iiind 
«'i lip i<'iii f 11, . .!■ '■ i;,i' ill ii- luiM i-anir f«»rwanl and 
]•■ J t"! hi- -I It -.;■:..■. ;i' : u .1 1 1 1 1 h 11 iii-iTi' iiuiM's an«l numv 
« Ml :i- ■: 111!...; \ _\ ■ ;iT[. .1' -. . ■!.. . - .11 Id in»t ]u'l|» l»ut eX|»erienee 
.1 1- « 111 L. ■•) ,\\\* Ii • •l.ti-.--i 1- ilif |»rivatt' |»ro|H»rty of 
tin I i:;. ! . 1 . .!. i '. 1. 1. . . w I . ' • ;i In r doi^ins it liinistdf or 

I'll . !i.!-- - It I'.'l:. - h;-- r • I. i i-- i'ili- waiTijH'. 

< hi ii. -i.. -i-i' A • ■ . t!.- \\.:iit!i anil rhildri'ii «»f tlu* 
iii;ii.\ -ii!!' :• '.A ^ i...... - -. -pi;:!! :! ... :t- i!.»nc l»ut nativt's can 

^.(.l.il . ■ 'li til- I' !;':::■ : • .< 1 .i : _ . ! : j ] ■■■ '1 'al'lv ill the lati'sl 
\ii'i.i.,' ■..'■ — 1|' . I- it ' 1 • :;■ ■■' !!•:!!. a•^ far a> 1 c«»uhl 
>i - . . \i.:i'ii ;:i.. ::m . . t- ~* .: :■ '• -■ ni tin- j»<-rf«»riiianct 

w i 1- 1. V. .■ .■.:_•:. .■ : • ■ : : ■ ■ • ' • ; t !■- lu. ( )n iho I'llaT 
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became rich at the expense of his fooHsh and unsophisti- 
cated fellow-countrymen. 

Every third day the natives were in the habit of 
c<>min<^' down from tlie bush with many articles of 
produce for sale — taros, yams, bread-fruit, bananas, 
e^'^'s of the meyapodium (a species of jungle fowl), and 
all alike found a readv market at Kalum. This traffic 
is always carried on by the women, and the loads they 
earn* slunf( over their backs in bags or baskets, which are 
hunf^ from their foreheads by a narrow band of fibre, 
would in ever\' instance sui'j)rise a strong man of civilisa- 
tion, the more especially as the majority of them carry 
these burdens in some cases as manv as ten or twelve 
miles, returning the same distance on the same day. 
They wear, for the most part, no clothing whatever, are 
one and all exceedingly dirty, the majority suffering from 
a skin disease which is called the cus-cus, a disease very 
prevalent throughout the South Seas. They are, with 
very few exceptions, very uncomely to look upon, differ- 
ing very much from the women of better features from 
New Irelan<l, onlv a few miles distant. 

Although some huiKlreds come down with their pro- 
duce, for which thev are invariablv ])aid in tobacco or 
dewami, they do not bring nearly enough food to provide 
for all the labour coolies employed on the plantation, and 
Mrs. KoIIh' is obliged to send boats for many miles up 
and down the coast daily for taros and yams wherewith 
to feed her people, there being more than a thousand 
hands employed. 

We were obliged to remain here for .some weeks, as the 
date was not known when a ship wouhl arrive to take us 
on lo the Solomon Islands, our destination after leaving 
New Britain. And a most enjoyable visit it was : from 
a naturalist's point of view also it was singularly success- 
ful, amongst the many things new to science being a 
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beautiful papilid, which Ims since been described and 
i iiiuitt'd thf I'jipilio Websteri. 

' Kli'ij. l.'at'kinKOii took me tor many excursions into thv 

interioi', iiiid on one (x;casioii to the village of a ver>' 

iiiHiifiitial chief, a hoary-hcadcd old scoundrel, who had 

the deatlis of lumiy pt'oitle on his conscience, if he had 

Huch -A. t)iin<;. iinil one of the most ferocious cannibals in 

that ]nut i>[ till- country. This man was holding a great 

1 , festivity, and llic villafje, as I appniachcd it through the 

* : foRst, lesemhkd liiinicwiiat a large count rj' fair. Huge 

' . thaiiiH of various coloured crotouH and flowers strung 

J tnyctliur huny fruut tree to ti-ce, the trunkH of which 

\ j wiTi cTniri'k'd by ^'arlandKuf beautiful creepers. Upwanis 

of tliivi' thouwiinil natives were asseniblcd fnim all parts, 

and many luiiidreds of them were covereil with leaves. 

wliieli, to;,fetber with their paint and their enormous 

featliLT lii'ad-dresses. imparted to them a most imposing, 

but lit the sanii' (irnc wild, appi^anince. The whole scene 

wa-i (jiiiU' tile most nniijue I had witnessed in the 

(■'•iiiitry. 

Thr |irjf,iriiier^ lliriiisrlves were all assembled, as it 
u.iv, iM'liind tlir M'ene-i; a larf.'e screen of fyrns and 
llnw,.]- hail l".n > reetril for llic jiuriHise. At the Homid 
of iln> ti.ni-iiaii each tribe in its Inni came forward and 
pertniniiil iis liancc, atKl with their tierce noises and many 
rMrjfU'dinai y ^yi'aii'His. mie cdiiM not help but experience 
a fi'i'tiii;: .if a\M'. The dance i>- the pnvate proi>erty of 
ih,' I'hiit .rf r;ich \ill:i->'. wiio either desipis it binist'If or 

(III tl ■ ~i,|,. «,.,v Hie «i.iiien and children ..f the 

Miaiiv .hil.TiTil villa-.-. ^.lluaIti^l.'. ns nmie but natives ran 
-,|iMl,..ii liuii- bam. iii,lul-io:_' probably in the latcM 
vjlhi-,- -.i--i|> ; bin 11. .1 on,- .,f tliem. as far as 1 could 

wlii.'h \\a- b.iii.' eiiai 1, .1 in fi,.ia ,.f tbcm. On the other 
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>u\v were the men chewintr their betel-nut and applauding 
the various perfonaances as they appeared on tlie scene. 
In the eentre was erected an enormous screen, about 
forty ft»et in height, on which were lumg countless coils 
of dewarra, each coil being worth i*'25 in Knglish money. 
This ilewarra, which is the native money of New Britain, 
is (omjH'iNed of a particular kind of small shell, resembling 
the cowrie. These are bored and strung together on 
narrow strij)s of cane. It is very much sought after by 
the natives, as with it they purchase their wives, their 
slaves. j)igs. and in fact all articles of trade. A fathom of 
this shell monev is worth lis., and when '250 fathoms are 
•'atluMed together thev arc formed into a coil verv skilfullv 
larcMJ up with caiii' or rattan, giving it the ai)i)carance 
of a huge lifebuoy. On this screen were also hung 
innmnrrable ornaments jind trophies, such as skulls of 
vampiished enemit^s, spears, \c. 

All this property, I was told, at the death of this chief, 
as is invariablv the custom, woul<l be e;iuallv divided 
amongst his relations, but would not go to his (iwii 
i'hildren, who were expected to look out for themselves 
durin«' his lifetime. It is the custom of the chief to 
present any distinguished visitoi* with one nr two fathoms 
of dewarra, which are to signify his j)leasnre at their 
presence ; but in the case nf all ordinaiy peoj)lc attending 
the festivitv lu» has the ri«rht of levying a small tax in 
payment for the entertainment. I have been told that 
<-ertain nativt* missionarv teachers, who were unable tt> 
pnK'ure the attendance of the people in any other way, 
have institute<l such dances, styling them religious 
festivals, and thereby obtaining large (piantities of 
dewarni, and by this means have procured a-^ much 
as i'lIM) in one year. It was also said that this practice 
was not confined to the native teachers alone, but as to 
its tnitli 1 did not troubh* to ascertain. Having receive*! 
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ray two fathoms, and tli an king the chief for the plcasui 
I had experienced at bo strange a gathering and heapin 
many complimentH upon liim, not a word, of course. ( 
whicli lie understood, and presenting him with a rei 
Havana, I took my leave well pleased with the day 
outing. I may say. nevertheless, that my hand liardi 
ever left my revolver, which was carefully hidden in n; 
pocket, as I had been previously advised that the nativi 
in this district were not quite reconciled to the white nm 
for iiaving burned down their villages only a week or \\\ 
previously. 



CHAITKK IX. 

lilSHOP COUPE — HOMAN CATHOLIC MISSION — FAKEWKLL 
TO NEW BRITAIN — AN ILL-FATED KXPKDITION — ON THE 
WAY TO THE SOLOMON ISLANDS— AHKIVE AT KCHIANA 
— sriCIDE OF A NATIVE (JIHL — MCHDEU OF A TRADER 
— THE TRADERS — A VISIT FROM INdOVA, THE 
GREATEST CHIEF IN NEW OKolKilA— A THli» IP THE 
KCBiANA LACiOON - MEET \Vn II CNFKIKNDLV NATIVES 
— PHOTOOHAPHV I'NDEH DIFI ICCLTIES. 

Whilst we wort* in Ni'W Hritain \\c rrcviwil an invita- 
tion fn»ni M(>iisi»i;rn(Mir(*(>u]>r, the lioinaii ('utholic liisliop 
and the head of tlio Sacn^l Hrart Mission in Nrw Hritain, 
Ut lunch witii him, and \\r <^'Ia(lly availed ourselves of 
the opportunity of ^'oiii*,' ovi-r lliis exeellent Mission. We 
spent a most deli^ditful day, and aft(*r luncheon hsteiied 
with much interest to an account (»f the fonnatinn and 
devek)pment of this reh^jfious sect here, and took one or 
two photof^raphs of tlic chihh'en and also of the sistrrs 
attached there. 

It api)earK this mission was foun<l<fl a^ tar i>:irk a^ 1^1.*). 
when Bishop Kpul, with twelve niis>ion;irir*., >ailed from 
Svdnev to the Solomon Island^. larnliiiL: first at St. 
ChriKtoval. After a sliort \isit, and not roiiNideriii;: this 
anemceahlesitefor tiieestahlishineiit of thr Misv;ion, tlifv 

• 

saiFed on to the ishmd of Isohtd. wlniv tin y wi*re at onec 
attackeil* the natives woinidin^' the hi^hop and two of 
the misHionaries. I'nfortunatelv the former (lied three 

8 



98 THROUGH NEW GUINEA. 

days afterwards on l>oard the ship. The survivors then 
returned to St. Christoval, where they at once formed a 
mission settlement. After a few months here one of the 
fathers died, and a ferocious attack made upon them by 
the natives resulted in the death of three more, who were 
eaten by the savages. The remaining few were besiegetl 
l)y the natives. This siege lasted for six months, but at 
the expiration of this time a vessel arrived from Australia 
with another bishop on board. Under cover of the dark- 
ness they managed to send a letter to the ship by a 
friendly native, infonning the new comers of the state of 
siege in which they were, when a party at once went 
ashore and rescued them from their perilous situation. 
They then made sail and departed for W'oodlark Island. 
and established themselves there. But discovering it to 
be too small a field for the laboui's of so many they sepa- 
rated, the bisliop and some of the fathei's going to Book 
Island, olY tlu^ coast of New Guinea, where a Mission was 
formed. I^\;vor, liowever, raged to such an extent in \m}1\\ 
of tlieso islands that they migi'ated to Fiji, wliere they 
ri'MiaiiUMl for soinr liuu', the Italian Missionarv Societv 
then* rciuliiin^' them cvcrv possible assistance. Here tin* 
l)isli«)]) (lird, and fever killing many more of them they 
{il)iin<l()Med the ^lissiun for the lime being. During manv 
sabse(j[ii<iit years the work of the Saered Heart jiroreeded 
iire«,Milarly in this j)ait of the worhl. Hut in lss*> the 
soeietv sent out li\i' missionaries to establish a distinet 
vieariat in New Britain under a i)ishoi). For nearly a 
\eai" anti a half att«r iheir arrival tliev were forbitlden b\ 
th<' (iernian New (luinea Company to prosi-i-ute lluir 
riiinisliali«)ns or in anv wav to attemi)t to interfere witii 
the nalive>. Uut altera huge amount of ecn'ri'spnutlener 
the j)ermis^ion was obtained from Berlin. In the mean- 
time, however, it had been deeided by the olHi-iaU l«» 
establish distinct ilistriets one for the Protestant aii-i 
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another for the Catliolic missionaries. Permission to do 
this had a<(ain to be obtained from the Forei^ Office in 
Herhn, [)endin<^ which the members of the Sacred Heart 
were obh^^ed to refrain from all work and to remain inac- 
tive. About this time l^ishop Coupe was appointed with 
the title of ** Vicariat Apostolique '* of New Britain. 
This comprised New Britain, Bismarck archipelago, 
British and German Solomons, and the Admiralty <j^oup. 
In IH^.K) he visited Europe for the purpose of bein<( 
cnnstH'rated, an<l went to Berlin to decide the question of 
<listrict for tiie labours of his Mission. A^^^ain, durin*^ the 
whole time he was absent, the missionaries had to 
preserve a policy of masterly inactivity. Immediately on 
his return, however, the <^<)<)d work bet^^an, and has ever 
since been j)ushed forward with the ^nvatest ener»^y and 
success. The plan the bishop has a<loi)ted, and which to 
mv mind is a most admirable (Uie, is, tirstlv, to thorout'hlv 
educate the children in order to totallv eradicate the old 
native habits and customs, and to cstai)lish an entin^lv 

• 

new rnjimc. Tlu* first sta;,^' of this curriculum consists 
in the adoption of as many small native children as 
{N)ssible, and t^ivin^' them a •^ond moral and secular 
e<lucation as far as their intcllij^eiice will permit. 
SecontUv, to teach them thornu«dilv useful industries. 
tnuh's, an<l a«'riculture, and thinllv, when thev have 
arrived at a marria;:feable a^'e they will be established in 
villa«,'es on the land which the Mission has already 
acquired from the natives. The Mission will endow each 
youn»( couple with a certain amount of land, stock it with 
cattle, assist them in j)lantintx it with cocoanuts, and also 
in the buildini^' of a house. At the i)resent moment both 
Ihjvs and prls are bein»; well educated. They arc obli^'ed 
bv law to Ikj tauiiht to read and write in (ierman. Their 
coinfortH as rej^rds clothes and food are thorou«;hIy 
considered. Several brave ladies have left their friends 
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« 

sidi' were the men chewinf( their hetel-nut and applaudin*^ } 

the various performances as they appeared on the scene. ] 

In the centre was erected an enormous screen, about \ 

forty feet in heit^dit, on which were hun^' countless coils \ 

of tlewarra, each coil hein<; worth £'25 in Knglish money. \ 

This dewarra, which is the native money of New Britain, * 

is comprised of a pjirticular kind of small shell, resemhlin*^ 
the cowrie. These are i)ored and strun<( to«|ether on 
narrow strips of cane. It is very much sou^^ht after by 
the native's, as with it they purchase their wives, their 
slaves, pi»^^s, and in fact all articles of trade. A fathom of \ 

tins shell money is worth *2s., and when '250 fathoms are \ 

«'ather«Ml to«'ether thev are formi'd into a coil verv skilfullv '1 

lace<l u]> with can* or rattan, ;,Mvin«^^ it the aj>pearance i 

of a hu<re lifebuov. On this screen were also hunu ** 

innumerable ornaments and troj)hies, such as skulls of 
van«juished enemies, spears, \('. 

All this j)roperty. I was told, at the death of this chief, 
as is invariably the custom, would be e:|ually divided 
amon;:st his relations, but would not ^'o to his own 
i'hibirrn, who were expected to look out for themselves 
during: his lifetime. It is the custom of the chief to V. 

present any distin;:uished visitoi- with one or two fathoms ) 

of <lewarra, which are t<» si;^nify his pleasure at theii" 
presence ; but in the cas<* of all ordinary people atten<lin;i 

tlie festivitv he has the ri«dit of lev\iii«j a small tax in ' 

payment for the entertainment. 1 have been told that 
certain native missionary teachers, who were unable to 
pnM'ure the attendance of the j)eople in any other way, 
have instituted such <lances, stylin;^' them reli^'ious 
festivals, and thereby obtaining' lai'^^re <|uantities (if 
dewarni. and by this means have procured a^ nuich 
as 1'4<H) in one year. It was also said that this practice 
was not confined to the native teachers alone, but as to 
its tnitli I did not trouble to ascertain. IlaviuLr re<-eiv<'d 
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of imprisonment, l)ut I believe died before the expiration 
of his senttMice. I have seen mvself the remains of more 
than one of these ill-fated vessels, and I have also taken 
from the natives, who were wearing them as ornaments, 
a great many small bronze religious tokens, which had 
<loul)tless been stolen from the unfortunate victims of this 
exjKMlition. 

We lay at anchor here all night, but did not think it 
wi«' to go on shore, although a great many of the natives 
j)ress<Ml us to do so. The next morning we made all sail 
for Alu, a small island off Shortland in the Solomon 
group; and after numy days of contrary winds and calms, 
\\v arrived there on Julv *2nd. 

Here we found an KngHshman trading. 

It had been our intention to remain here for a short time 
tocolh'ct specimens of natural history among the surround- 
ing islan<ls, viz., I^ouganville, Choiscul, and Vsabel ; but we 
found the trader was then in the act of building a new house, 
and literallv had no accommodation to ofl'er us, and so we 
dfcidtMl to go on to Kubiana, where we were sure to find 
a hearty welcome from the lOnglishmen trading there. 
During tlu' passjige down we passed an Austrian man-of- 
war. Thev verv kindiv hailed us and asked us if we were 
in nee<l of any provisions. Kej>lying in the negative we 
kept on our course, but on account of the contiarv winds 
it was manv davs ere we reached our destination. 

One evening, at about H..'H), we witnessed a very beautiful 
siglit : although quite dark the heavens were suddenly lit 
up by a |)erfect lunar rainbow stretching IH»ni liori/on to 
hnriztni. 

On the following Sun<lay we arrived at Niisa Sanga, 
a very small island lying at the entrance of the Kubijina 
lag«M)n and off the coast of New (leorgia. 

The next niuniing we took up our abod«' (»n the island 
under the honpitable r(M)f of a young Australian who 
waM trading there. 



io8 THROUGH NEW GUINEA. 

This island is only two aci'es in extent, and is cme 
on which the British ^w.^ was hoisted wlien Englaiul 
recently undertook the protection of the Solomon Island^. 
We found the trader in <;reat trouble, owin*^ to the death 
of his housekeeper, wOiich had occuiTed on the i)reviou> 
evenint;. Sh(; had successfully hanj^ed herself froiu a 
heain in the house, it hein*,' the third attempt s)ie hail 
nijide upon her life. On the two previous oceasionn she 
had been cut down when in a dyin*; condition. WV 
heard, too, of the death of another youn*; Kn^lishiuan 
named Guy, who had been assassinated a few days pn*- 
vious to our arrival by the natives a few miles further up 
tiie la^j^oon. and his head was the only part of liini oiir 
rrieiids had been able to recover. This was a nio-^l 
diabolical murder, the more especially as Mr. Guy w:i^ 
very po])ular amon«^st all the natives. Unfortunately fiT 
him in this instance he allowed their canoes to eouie up 
i^^w iMthcr sidi' of his boat for the purpose of tradinjjf, and 
while in tlu^ act of stooj)in;( to pick up some articles nf 
trade lie wMs set n])(>n from both sides and tomai)awki<l 
l«» dmlli. 

Tln'sr iiMti\(s iirr not onlv head-hunt(M"s and camn- 
bills, but hiii1<«' no secret of it whati'Ver. Thev an- 
the most lre:ieherons of all the peoi)le of tlu' S«»nlh Sea*-. 
.'ind when Mpparently on tlu' most friendly ti'rnis are c»nl\ 
Mwaitini; a ra\oural.)le opportunity to catch the sinm;:*-!' 
Mna\\ari'>. and to .-idd one more lu'ad to their ahvadv lni*'r 
eollreti«»n. 1 niaN' >aN that dnrin;,' the whole of mv vi^il 
1 liiirdK' e\« r had niv revol\rr out of mv hand. 

TIk- nit 'in i ML' alti-r tiur ari'ival we received w visit froii: 
In.uMva, liie L!re:iie^t chief and at oiu' time the nii»T 
>iicei-— fill h< ad-huntei" «»l Ivubiana. Hi' was a pleasant. 
intellect ii:il iiiaii, aiid --pokr piiljin lOn^rli^h vei-y Wtdl. Hi 
in\ iled ni" to pay him M \ i-it , wIh'II be said he wo;ild s1m»v. 
nu' bi-^ lanoe h»)Usc>, hi> wive-», an»l all bis bidoni^iu^^ 
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THE RURIAXA LA GOO X. 113 

H- is on the most friendly terms with all the traders 
in the neij;hhourhood. After considerable persuasion, 
hacked hy some small presents, he allowed me to take his 
photo»,'niph. 

Tlie Ruhiana laf];o()n, with its many thousands of cocoa- 
nut?* wavin*:^ alon^^ the beach, and the many villa<i[es dotted 
here and there alon^;; its shores at intervals of about half 
a mile, presents a most picturesque appearance, and one 
wouKI scarcely believe that there was lurking amongst 
those waving cocoanuts and within those rustic-looking 
littlf housi»s a ferocious treachery entirely unknown to 
lut'n of the civilised world. 

Puring one of my collecting expeditions which 1 took 
daily to till* mainland of New (Jeorgia, and when some 
ft'W miles from the coast, there suddenly sjmmg up before 
m • about a dozen natives who appeared anything but 
frit-ndlv, and as I knew thev had been unfortunatt^ latelv 
in thfir head-hunting excursions 1 considered discretion 
to Ik* the bftter part of valour, and so hurriedly returned 
tn iIm* roast. 

Our stay here was attended with much malaria, passing 
ni'irr than half the time in our l)eds. XevrrtluOess, a vcrv 
fair <N»llfction of natural history spt'cimens was taken. 

Tin- first Knglish trader to Ik* rfgularly establislu'd in 
this group, Fergusson by name, is buried on this island. 
Hi' f«*ll a victim to the treaeherv of these natives whilst 
tniding amongst them, and I eould mention a M-ore of 
others who suffered a like fate. 

On* morning, when feeling free from t'evei-, 1 made a 
sln»rt cruise up the lagoon and eallfd up<»n a Mr. Wiek- 
ham. whf> is erne of the oldest trader^ in the group. After 
I incliingwith him, I proceeded a few miles further to the 
village* of Panga Panga, where 1 managed to collect a 
f«*\v rare s|M*cimens of lepidoptera. and also took a photo- 
graph of the villaf](o, not without v«'ry great ditliculty, as 
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iill tlir mill iiiul winiicii Ht lirst ran away afUT 1 baJ 
^rotii>fil tlit'iii tofjcthiT, cxcliiiiiiiiit;. in tlieiruwn lan<^a^e. 
tliat if tlu'v kIikhI nit I wislicd tlictu to do tliev would all 
di... 

1'lu> iK'M village at wliicli I st(i|ip(>d was Lillio. and 
licrc a[,'aiii. lint not witlmiit some tnniltU'. I snapped off 
a dusky hi-auty mi tlic rocks. 

Tlic siui fast siiikiii<^ in the wost reiniudetl lue that it 
wiiN lii^'li time ti) Ik- };('ttiii>,' townnlK lionic. Tlie boat in 
wliicli I WAS was iiianiit'd l>y ei^'ht or riiii<> natives of 
Mnlilji. anutliiT island nf tliv Suloinon ^mp. Tbey 
wcrt' tint', Htnippin^' yninii; fellows, who under the cir- 
i-iniistiinrcs would have di'fciidi'd nu' to the very latit drop 
of tlii-ir lilooil. I'lit oni-i- )<'t tlit'iu have nit* on tht> shores 
nf il,. ii <>»■> ....niliy aiL<l I aiu i-ont'id.-nt that \\w\ would 
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CHAPTER X. 

THK FATK OF THK ** ESPEUANZA " — PREPARING FOR A 
DEATH FEAST — SOLOMON ISLAND WAR CANOES— A 
HorSE OF SKULLS — WE VISIT THE ISLAND OF 
VSABEL— HOSPITABLE NATIVES — NATIVES WHO BUILD 
THEIR HOUSES ON THEE-TOPS. 

A SHORT time a«;o a schoontM* njiiued the Kaperanza 
iincliored in Ariel Cove, Kulaban^'ji, an island near here, 
to tnuie with the natives for copra. There were two 
wliiti* men on l)()ar(l with twelve black sailors. The 
natives told them they had a lar«^'e (juantity that they 
would sell tlieni in their copra houses, hut they reipiired 
the lielp of some of the men to carry it down to the 
lH»a'di. The traders unsuspectin«,dy sent some of their 
men in the Iniat to feteh it. At a j^'iven si^^nal from tlu» 
shore the natives who were on the schooner suddeidv 
seized the two En*^lishmen and tomahawked them to 
death, the crew sufferin*^' a like death at the hands of the 
jH'oplc in the village. The ship was then l(K»icd and after- 
wards hurned. 

I Indittve a man-of-war has since hcen th«*rc to jMuiish 
tliem. hut as thev invariahlv run into the hush on inr- 
ceivin^ its smoke tm the horizon little or no harm has 
Ihimi done to them, and until some more strenuous etVorts 
are made to punish the natives for tlu*ir wron«,' doin<^'s 
niurders like this will he carried nn dailv throu^diout the 
South Sea Islands, and with impunity. The only punish- 
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liicnt iiitlicUil U|M>11 tlii'lu up till now is thelmminn dnwii 
i>r tli<-ir lioiiscs. lint as Ilii'si' lire liiiilt iif IijiiiiImhi itinl 
|>idlii-lfiiVfs ticii toyftliiT tin'V art' always rc-cnrti'd ill H 
ft'W hours,* A fi'W (iiivs la'fon- loiiviii^ I paid a visit ton 
villa;,'f ill till' Hiiliiaiia la^iHin, fur tlio Jiiiqiosc of wit- 
Iif4siiit.' the i-iTi'iiioiiy of iirfpariliy for a foast, on an'ount 
of tlic eirl wlio liail haiiK.-ii liirsilC. I oimn-.l a l"»- 
nsif.-ii house in tho viliuy.-. which, until my i-.vi-s luvanif 
lUTiistoinisI to thi' iiiKi-ltaiii lij^ht. aiip.-ani! to U- in total 
(hirkni'ss, AftiT I hiiil iviiiaiiiiil a few iiiinutis within I 
ilisc-ovor.ll that ttu-rv wore at least lifty [leojile lyiii^' on 
the ^.'niuiiil. aial )iiekin'.' my way anion;:st them 1 was 

din-eteil to the sjs.t set a|>,irt for the thi-r of the 

il„-ease,l eirl, 'I'liis w ail. ae -.lin,. to the elision. ,.f 

h.-r.-ounlrv, wa. allnweil niilsiil,' her house ■ allow,,! 

,■.,■11 M w.i-1. h, r-lt he a liiiielre,! au,l fifu .lav- iifi.r 
lli,^ ■l.'alli -.f ler .Uu-lil.r M> .i-il was |>ai,l ,.n ihe 

llinti.'lli .1,,. :itl, ! Ih. nil, II,,, 1,111 ,.,ii 111, 11 ileri^ wa- 

.,, mil, I, ,1 1 mill i.iki.l ii|i,,ii lier file,' ami l.~l. thai 

111, l,,iiiii,- „i II I iiiiiil. liiil.liii. mill the Mil, 11 wa- 
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n- I iMi.l a 



illi.l. 



l-ll 111 llieii 

,1 111 f lli> 

■11,1 III iJliil 

or lielil.ai 



anil 111 



a|il 



Till 



iili.,| 



illv 



li, aiil III 1111,1 sinele nail, ihe |i|aiiks 
Will, lalliill, anil llle wlmle .aiv.reil 
III .liiiiaiii, Th,,. are v. iv iiiueli 

-■■ i an iiilaiilvvitlii,iiaini',k>ien. 

nil -II ill 111 -tern, ami are eiipaMe uf 
M. wairi"!- Whilst eazinewiiml.r- 
lUliil -p. ,1 11- iif uneivilis.i.l art, 1 
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DISTENDED EARS—HEAD-HUXTING. 125 

observed «i boy with vers' larpjely distended ear-lobes, and 
re(]uested In<i:ova's pennission to photo^aph him. This 
was immediately ^iven, and the boy, who wjis terribly 
frij^ditened throii<(hout the ordeal, was rewarded with a 
slick of tobjicco. The lobes of his ears had been pierced 
in infancv. and from time to time had had sticks thrust 
throu^di them, each sacceedin<i^ stick being lar^^er than 
the last, until arriving at the age when 1 met him they 
liad been stretched to such a degree that they were hang- 
ing on to his shoulders, and it was quite possible to pass 
a small dinner plate through each of them. Although it 
is the custom of all Solomon Islanders to practise this 
habit I had never seen so remarkable a case as this 
Iw'fore. 

I observ(Ml several large heaps of skulls under a dilapi- 
dated thatched roof behind the canoe house. This place 
is th<* village temple. I could not induce the chief to 
speak about it, nor would he for any remuneration what- 
ever j)art with one of the skulls, which I presumed to be 
the heails of victims captured duritig o!ie of his head- 
hunting expeditions. 

On Julv *24th Mr. Wickhatn verv kindlv (Offered to take 
us for a week's cruise to Praslin harbour, on the north 
coast of the island of Ysabel. 

After two days' sail through the Hawthorn Sou!id * 
we arrived at Po-po, a village in Ysabel standing upon 
rocks which rise up perpendicularly from the water, 
and l<K)k as inaccessible as the rock of (jibraltar. 
These natives, wlio are of a peaceful nature, were 
driven to build their village in this way owing to the 
liostilitv of the more warlike tribes further down the 

The name jjiven to aliarl>our l)etwet*n New (Jror^jiu jind the island 
of Waiia-Waiia. In niont places in tliis sound no anchorage can Ix* 
found, bat vesMeU drawing; any depth can tie up to the bank on either 
Hide. Fonnerly there was a store of coal kept here for lier Majesty's 
ahtps, but now discontinued. 
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roiiHl. AftiT soiiii' liiiiirH iif linnl climbing we Arrived at 
llu- toji, wliiTc wi' n-ii'iv.-ii It hcurly wck-oiiif from the 
|i(>(i|>li' of iln- villa;;!'. 'I'lir vii-w wliich pn'sent<'«l itself 
from iliis jxiiiit \\!isi>M'('|itii>iiiill\ liiii'. and 1 Imvt' seltloiii. 
in luy travels (•■ nil iiarl- of tin- wnrld. wi'ti an\thinf; 
Ml uiii^tiili<-fiit ii-. llir view I sjiw <in tills iK-cHsiiin. aiti] (rf 
wliirli I timk a ]ilmint:ni]>)). 
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pa<l(llin*( out in their canoes from the shore to the schooner, 
lyin<^' about on the decks the whole of the day and some- 
times a «^reat part of the night. 

Occasionally the natives in Ysabel, besides building 
their vilhiges resembling forts, as in the case of the village 
of P(»-p(), build their houses on the tops of trees. Some of 
these houses are 8(J to 100 feet from the ground, and are 
rea.hed onlv bv ladders made of bamboo find rattan. In 
the distance they appear like enormous birds' nests some 
twenty feet in circumference and surrounded by a small 
platfonn with a hole in the middle, through which any 
i-ne!ny ascen<li!ig can be killed by having stones dropped 
ui)on him. 



CHAPTER XI. 

DISCOVERY OF THE SOLOMOX ISLANDS — NATIVE TYPES — 
MUKDERS — MANY ENGLISHMEN KILLED. 

The Solomon Isles, of which we at home knew cuinpara- 
tivelv little or nothintj until a few vears a^^o, wen' 
discovered by the Spanish explorer ilendana in 15157, and 
extend for a distance of over GOO miles, N.W. and S.K. 
The natives were very- friendlv to him, but were dis- 
^Misted when he at once threw overboard the present 
which the chief sent him, consisting of a quarter of a boy 
with one hand and arm attached. 

The lainfall is considerable, but the climate intinitelv 
su[)i'ji()r to that of New (xuinea. From the time whtii 
Meiidaiia lirst discovered these islands for upwards nf 
two hiuKh'cd vears we do not hear of their bavin*' hwu 
visited, until in \7iu a vessel was fitted out aiul sent on .i 
voyage of (hscovcry to the South Pacific. This ship. Tlh 
S/rdl/otr, commanded by Captain Carteret, si<j[hlfd tln-ni. 
Suhs('(jii('iiily many ofVicers. anion*,' them bein^' Lieutmant 
Shortlaiid, Moii^. I >ou^ainville. Admirals D'Hntre. Castn - 
au\, and I) Trvillc also visiti'd the ^'roup. The islaniK 
arc volcanic, and on manv of them there are lo be seen 
mountains ran^nn;^^ from five to ten thousand feet in hci^dit. 
On the island of Bou^aimille and sonu' few others in the 
<^'i'ouj), the volcanoes an* still active, occasionally bclchiuL: 
forth ton;^Mies of flame to the terror of the native^. 
I^jartlupiakes ai\" of very freipient occurrence, and durin;: 
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• 

my visit to the ^roup I experienced many uncomfortable 
sliakiii*;s on account of them. The shores of most of the 
i**hin<ls are frin^^ed with man<(roves, and most of the 
country is clothed with dense forest and prolific under- 
^Tnwth. Nevertheless, on Bougainville, Choiseul, Ysabel, 
and (iuardalcanar there is much excellent land, the last- 
named especially bein<( veiT fertile. The inhabitants are 
Papuans. alth()U«(h the Melanesian type as well as the 
I*olynesian can easily be distin<(uished in various parts of 
tlu* ^Toup. 1 also noted many natives bearing unmistak- 
able Hebniic features, and their aptitude for trade and the 
kfrnness witli which they execute their various dealings 
wouM lead one ahnost to believe that they comprise one 
of the lost tribes of Israel. Thev are one and all cannibals, 
fri;:litfully cruel and terribly treacherous. Head-hunting 
st'ems t<» be their only occii|)ation, and the practice of 
iiffering up human siu'ritice on even the most trival 
occasion prevails throughout the grou|). 

It wa^ not far from the island (»f Mandoliana that fjieut. 
Howen of H.M.S. ,SVi//f/////, and also a number of his boat's 
cn-u, were killed in 188(1 at tlie bauds of a head-huntiiiir 
pjtrty close to where 1 was staying. And when I was at 
Kubiana there was head monev otlered for the hea(b> of 
certain natives who ha<l dispU^ased a certain chief. On 
iiianv occasions tlie same reward has been otlered for the 

* 

liea<ls of wliite men ; I was therefore cautioned never to 
move witliout my revolver in hand. Hea<i-hunting raids 
are constantly lK»ing organise*! upon villages near at hand. 
but never lias it l)een known that any one expedition has 
lieen fonneil and si*nt out to any particular village without 
first lieing confident tluit they were attackin;,' a very nnich 
weaker |»arty than tlieir own. On these occasions every 
avaihihle can<K! is nmnned, some of the larger ones holding 
as luanv as sixty warrioi-s, who, arme<l to the teeth, set 
out i»n iheir luunlerous journey. I have l>een an eye- 
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witness to more than one such expedition, when a hirjre haul 
had been made and more than sixty trophies in the shaix' 
of heads had been captured, which were immediately smoke- 
dried and preserved by being plastered over with chinani. 
They were then taken to the temple or tambu house, when 
the chief made an oration mentioning by name ever>' 
successful warrior who hiul added to the store. The whole 
village then commenced a wild and frantic dance, brandish- 
in«( their weapons until they all fell to the ground in a 
state of iibsolute fren/.v and exhaustion. On one occasion 
the excitement increased to such a degree that I grew 
rather apprehensive, and so slowly walking to the boat I 
retrained it and returned home, not, however, without 
bein<j: the recipient of many scowling looks and yells from 
tlie excited rovsterers. 

(Tratitude is, we know, rare enough even in the civiliseil 
world, hut it is a nomcn incofpiitum in the Solomon Islands. 
Tlie cai)tain of the schocmer who eventually took us to 
Sydney told me that in one deliberately planned atteuipt 
to niui'(U*r him and liis crew the ringleader had l>een a 
111:111 \vh(»iii ht' hud ])i'evi()usly nursed hack from sickness 
t«> lu'iilth III 1(1 r<»r wliose welfare he had done all that lav 

m 

in \\i> power. 

'V\\r niitivt's limy hr considered a finely proportioned 
vdri' iilihou^^li sli;ilitlv under tlie average height of man : 
tlu'V me (•o!isi(lrral)ly darker than the nativi»s of New 
IJritiiin. Madi i-^la!l(l has its own i)arti<'ular dialect, and the 
])('«)p|(' art' t'(»r cNrr at war witli one aiiotlier. 

The tact that ilirsr islands lie out of the track of all 
sti'aiiK r> pn»i>al»Iy ari'(»u!it> I'ur the ne^^lected coinlition in 
wliirli tJHN" lia\(' iu'cn allnwt-d to ri-inain. Thev are easilv 

• • • 

aiM'osildc luvcrtlicKss, hciii;^^ at the extreme east of NfW 
(iiiinra. and within tin- la^i few vi-ars a (Minsiderahh- trailf 
lias int'ii opened Up and a .L;ieat deal more would Ik- ih^iu 
wiTi' it not that the native^ ai\' such lierce heail-huniei- 
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ainlcjiniiihals, ** cooked man" henv^i^ihu'w piece de resistance 
as tilt* pati' (if /(He gras is to tlic civilised gourmet. 

Tlicir weapons are spears, hows, and arrows. The 
former, tippi'd with harhs of human hone cleverly 
insertejl and of most formidahle appearance, are generally 
ahout ten feet in length ; they are occasionally poisoned, 
hut such instances are rare. The arrows, which are made 
n<»t unlike the spears in appearance, are heautifuUy carved, 
and many hours of lahorious work are spent upon each. 
The majority of natives wear no clothing whatever, and 
even tho-i,? who wear a narrow hand of cloth use the 
scantiest possihle quantity. A great many ornaments 
are worn hoth hy men and women, pearl shell and pig 
teeth heing mostlv Used ; hut thev have a heautifullv 
finisluMt arm-ring made from the clam shell, and ruhhed 
<lown on sandstone to an ex(|uisite fineness. These 
latter are greatly priz.'d, and it was with considerahle 
ditliculty that I o!)tained some ])erfect specimens. 

I helieve som.' years ago, when Englishmen first took to 
recruiting lahour f<»r the Qui*en>|jin(l plantations in this 
group, several instances of great cruelty were ])ractised 
towards the natives, an 1 I am glad to say the otTenders 
Wen* severely punished, as in the case of the IIopc/ul, and 
manv <»tliers too numerous t<» ini-ntion. And dearlv have 
the Knglish traders who have settled there within the last 
sixteen vears suffered thn»ugh it. The following is a list 
of a few of tlu* men wliohad heen munlei'cd f<»r apparently 
no reason whatever: — 

Captain Fergusson. Captain Townscnd, James Morrell, 
Thoma^ I)ol)ell, LieuttMiant Bower, K.N.. an entire hoat's 
crew of II. M.S. SVi;if/////, ,J. H. Cooper, Charles Laclden, 
William Dobell, W. Child, Captain Craig, Frederick 
Ilowanl, Captain Havie, Messrs. Nelson. Adams. Quim, 
Martin, Donald Guy, a (i(»vernment agent and his hoat's 
crew, F. Nyburg, Jeffrey, Klsden and four sailors, Arm- 
Htrong, and scores of others. 
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Of the traders at present in the group I met nearly all, 
and found them a very generous-hearted, hard-workim:, 
and self-sacrificing body of men, but they all liave ono 
common giievance. It appears that the Solomon IslandN 
under the British Protectorate are open for puiiK)ses <»f 
trading to all vessels of any nationality wliatsoevir 
while that portion of the group annexed by tlu- 
German Empire is open only to Germans, or t«» 
foreigners on payment of an annual licence i*J*i 10s. 
But, as in this case, the British subject, or whoever he niuy 
be, is not allowed to employ a native to work ashore, it is 
impossible to do any successful trade. 

Max Miiller has affirmed the justice of the idea that, in 
order to understand what the so-called civilised people 
may have been before they reached their higher eiiligliten- 
ment, we ought to study savage tribes such as we find 
them still at the present day; it is a lesson which has 
been taught us, applied to the stratification of the human 
race. 

1 found tliroughout the Solomon group, an<l also in 
Xcw (luinca, viuv nianv distinctlv ditierrnt lan<rua;:«'-. 
i)ut in llu' latter place the dialectal variety is very nniclj 
greater. 



CHAPTER XII. 
voya(;e to shortland — i breed the ornithoptera — 

NARROW ESCAPE FROM THE NATIVES — VOYAGE TO 
SYDNEY — HOME. 

The last few days remaining to us — for the schooner had 
arrived which was to take us to Sydney — I spent ahnost 
entirely in New Georgia collecting the fauna of that 
c<iuntr>', and many pleasant hours were spent roaming 
near the sea-shore, for after my former experience 1 did 
not deem it a<lvisable to go very far inland. 

On the 12th of August we sailed in the schooner Lark 
for Sydney, she being hound first for the Shortland Islands 
with provisions for the trader living there. On our 
arrival at Alu on the coast of Shortland, we found 
that there was much copra to he taken on board, which 
necessarily delayed our departure for a few days. I was 
not sorr>', however, because it gave us an opportunity of 
adding something more to our already large collections, 
and the captain having kindly lent us his boat we made 
many excursions to the various islands in the neighb(»ur- 
hf)od. Among otiier tilings, we obtained very many 
specimens of the Ornithoptera lyUrrilliana, both in the 
butterfly state and in the puj)ae — many of the latter I 
hatched in mv cabin on the wav to Svdnev. It mav 
be interesting to know that immediately after this 
ornithoptera is bom it resembles very much the 
Ornithoptera Priamus, and only assumes its blue colour 
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an liour or two after coming to life. I also hatched one 
specimen of the Ornithoptera Victoria, which was born 
two days before our arrival in Australia. 

The dav before we left I took the boat and one or 
two natives with me to an island some few* miles dis- 
tant, in the hopes of obtaining particular species of 
lepidoptera which I knew to exist there. On arriviii;! 
at the village, wiiich was situated a few yards up from 
the beach and densely surrounded by cocoanut trees, I 
looked in vain for the inhabitants, who had not put in 
any appearance, as they usually do on the landing of a 
stranger. This augured of evil, as the native is in the 
habit of remaining mside his house on the arrival of any 
person he does not wish to see. I took very little notice 
of this as I had a gun and revolver with me, but left 
two bovs with the boat with distinct instructions not to 
leave it under any circumstances. 

Keturning alter an hour or two spent in the forest with 
the object of my visit safely stowed away, I found all tin- 
men of the village assembled together in the council 
house — at least a hundred in number — apparently nnicli 
excited aiul gesticulating wildly. On perci'iviii^^ me tliev 
all pointed at nie, and at the same time east by no mean- 
tViendly glances in my dii'ection. 1 sauntered directly up 
to the chief, and, sla])|)ing him on the back, otVered him 
a cigar and at the same time intimated that 1 rei|uire<i 
some coi'oanuts to drink, and after some hesitation and 
delay they were hi'ought. Knowing (piite W(dl that 
they would not attack ^\\v from in front, I placed my 
l>ack against a tree before (juenching my thirst aii'i 
appeared apparently quiti' unconcerned, alth(Ui;jh 1 \\a- 
([uite aware of the dangerous j)osition in whicdi I \\a-«. 
Again walkin;.; up to the (diief, I shook him by the hand, 
and. turning awav, slowlv walked down to the bi-ach 
without turning my face from the people, and 1 wa-- ly 
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III) means sorrv to find myself safe in the boat once more. 
I attributed inv safety, and I can but little doubt that 
r owed my life, on this occasion, to the fact that I, 
ai>|)arently inadvertently, displayed a large revolver as 
well as the shot gun which I had slung over my shoulder. 

On the 22nd of August we left for Sydney, where w^e 
did not arrive until the IHtli of September, after a month 
of terrific weather, experiencing verj' frightful hurricanes, 
and on more than one occasion we were compelled to 
heave to. During such times T was obliged to keep 
to mv bunk as, still verv weak from the effects of the 
malaria contracted in New Guinea, T did not seem to 
|K»ssess enough strength to be clinging on outside. 

Sydney harbour was at length entered, however, and 
after a stay of two or three days we caught the mail 
steamer and arrived in England on the lUth of November, 

Our collections during this expedition, of which a 
partial list is given in the Appendix, comprised some 
ir).<HX) sjH»cimens of lepidoptera, and a great many orni- 
tliological specimens, and coleoptera, besides numerous 
snakes, mammals, and I'thnological specimens, and not a 
few s|>ecies of tbe different orders were, I am glad to 
siiv. new to the scientific world. 



PART U. 

CHAPTER I. 

AnKIVAI. IS JAVA — IIATAVIA — THK VltTORY OF THE 
1>|-TCH AT WATKItLOO— WEAI'TIKI'I, liriTESZORci— THE 
HOTASICAI. ciAKIlKNS— I'AI-AfK OK THE (iOVEHNOB- 
IlKNKIlAt, A TKA KSTATK -A ZOCII.IHIU'AI. CIII.I.EC- 

TioN- Mv VISIT ri> \ in:\i.Ti{ hi^mrt -a n\tivk 
tiii;m tii:. 



Is III.- iiiitiiinii .'f Is9:. 1 -.tiiii.'.i f..r my stn.iul iiinl l>> 

fiir tin- i<> l(ii;;tliv i\|H-ci(ii..ii. 'rmvrlliiiH nvcrliuul 

l.v I'iiii^ I.. Miuxill.--. I tli.iv look :i M.->siij,'.ri-' Mari- 
tiini' sli-aiinr. ;iiicl :i iii>>nt)i nr mi hitcr I :in-ivi-i) al 
Siiii:;i)ii>n', whiif I uiiK i-ciiiitirxil •mv iiij;ht. ami, tniii- 
slii]i)iiii<; iiilii dill' iif till- fniiifaiiy's MiialUr Mi-iiiiiiTs, 
I rcarlu'l Matavia <>ii the Isl ..f N.-vciiiIht. Utw I 
was r<)ili^i'(l In n-iiiaiii fm- mhiic hlmrt time as I was 
<li-sir>>ii!< •<{ vutiHiim-: smiik' Malavit t» take nitli iik' tu 
till- fartti-r Ka^l. Tln-n- has Imh-ii sh iiim-li writtt'ii 
alri-aily of -lava aiiii its ili|Hiiiifiifics tliat it is imt my 
iiiti-iiltnii li> iK\<-]l mnrli ••ii t)iiit <-iiimtrv. Iml incri'ly to 
•.'ivi' a ili'-ri-i)>li>iii iif till' I'lai-i's and piHiitati'ins I )kt- 

SnlKlllv visiK.l. liiul nt tllr sn. lal lifv ..f til.- Dlltdl ill 

N.tli.-ilaii.ls Inilia. 

< tn aniviiii; at 'raiijuiiH I'l-iuk. tlu> Imrlniiir from which 
Uatavia is r.-m-h.-.l I fniiri-l I «a- -LHy.-.l t.. U-iivo all my 
ritli-s aii.l aiiiiiiiniitjnii jn ili.- .'ii>.| s. aitd that I slmultl 
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only he permitted to take them into the country on 
ohtainin*,' a special pennission from the Governor-General. 
This tlie Hritish Consul veiT kindlv arrantj^ed for me, at 
the siime time ohtainin*( a special permit to travel in 
Netherlands India for a period of one year. The small 
railway running; to the harbour from the town passes 
thn)u«,'h a very i)retty hit of tropical scenery and, for the 
•n'eater part of the distance, some live or six miles, side 
hv side with one of those canals for which the Dutch are 
so noted. The town of l^atavia itself has long since ceased 
to liold the residences of the European population, but 
is now si*t apart as the business portion. All the old 
mansions, with their massive staircases and W(mderful 
cjirvin;:s, are now turned into oHices, or " <(o downs,'* 
a.^ thfv are called hv the merchants established there. 
A mile or two further on and one comes to the u])per 
|Mirt of Hatavia, called *' W'eitevredtni," which is un- 
questionably the tiuest of all Indian towns. It is to 
this part -the veritable Hyde Park of i^alavia that the 
Kuropt'aiiN, one and all, return aftir tlu- lieat and labour 
of tlie day. And with om* or two exceptions, such as the 
I^ji-iser Senin and the Passer Hahroe, wlin-e mav be seen 
Malay an<! Cliinese shops, the whole of this part of 
the town reminds one of some beautiful park with its 
|>ictures4pie villas dotte<l here and there ami built in rows 
jin<l approachecl by most pretentious rarria;^'e sweeps, 
and lH»neatli the sha<le of truly su]>erl) tamarind trees 
with all their exquisite beauty of tmjiieal f(»lia;:e. It is on 
the verandalis ami inside a great many of iIkm' very pretty 
\nllas, witli their overhanging Hougainvillia and tropical 
creei>ers, that are exiH)se(l for sale all Kunquan wares, 
for be it known these are the shops of Weltevreden, and 
I must say that at night-time when they are all lit up — 
for electricity has even ftumd its wav t(» this cilv in the 
Far Kast — they remind om* of so man\ fairy palaces 

II 
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iLiiiongut the trees. But one can fona no idea nf tlit- 
beauties oF this wonderful city until a drive has iK-t'ii 
taken past the ^lalace of the Govenior-General tu tJn- 
)iaiTaok» of the cavahy. alunfj by the WaterhMi I'lain, 
and Hiiishiii<>; hy making a cum^ilcte detour of the Kin'z'i 
Plain, on the Hides of which all the civme de la cram 
^\'i Netherlands Indian society resides. 

Of its biiiltlint^s, the palace of the (rovemor-Genenil, tln- 




iniiM'iini-^, llii' ii|iriu lumsf. iinil lln' Hannmiii- :ind ('uji- 
fnr.lj;i riiib- Iniiii iW |iiincii.al. Th.' ilarMi.mi.-. h hirii )- 
tlir civilians' rliili. is silLial.-.l ..n liir banks. .f the .-anal aii,i 
ntMi- till' |ialar<', ami mi I'lTiaiii cvi-uin-.'s durin;,' tin- \\i. k 
»nv of tli<- niihlaiy l>an,ls .lisr.airsrs bcanlitul nniM<- ui n- 
;:rcaiTKls. On ihrsr .jrcasimis ladii'S arc adniitti'd tn lii. 
.'hil>. Tl.r CiaL-nnli,,. wlii.'l, is 111., niilitarv .-bib. «a- 
built by tiir Kn^'lisi. .[urio- iWw .K-<.'n|>aU. f .bn:. 
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ill llic u(>iiiin(.'iK'i'iiic'iit of tlie [neseiit century — a tnily 
iiinj;iiiliii-m vAWiw, with its statfly hulls, ami floored 
lhr..u^'li..iit witli Itniiuii miirlili-. it IioI<1h niiik witli the 
tiiu-st l>iiililini.'s in tlic (iiinUrv. It stanils amidst voiy 
t-xtfiisivf }.'r<iniiils in the ceiitiv of whit-li is erected a 
stiiiid. and oil Wednesdays and Satiinlays. fii»ni St to VI, 
one nf the finest bands I hiive ever heard out of Kumi« 
t.'ives |>leasiire to the jn'opk'. 




The private residences nf thi' more wiallliv |Hi]inlulioii, 
who, as I have already saiii, smTniirid tlu' Kiii;,'\ l'l;iin, are 
Inily iN-iuitiful. They are a|)|>n>ai-]i.d fn.iji the loiid hy 
Way of an avenue siHiie (Ifty yard^ in l.ii;,'tli. tin- whide 
eoiiiiwinnd Ix-inj: enclosed liy a \->\\ slone wall. 'I'he 
hoiiM-s theniselvoH an> generally lnuli nti stone pillars 
niix-d a few fei't from the tjrninid, for h.alllis sake, ami 
uru eutered by a[icemlin<; some marble ste^is. the whole 
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Iiousi* iM'ill'' siltTnlllliIr<i liV a VcTV \\\i\v \\\i\v\Av'\\\M\Tv\\ 

wraiidaii. aiitl in tin* fmnt nf vvliirli may \>v >vv\\ invari- 
al>ly a lar^'t* inaNsivr tal»l<'. M-t pmiikI witli iiinunit'raMt' 
rorkin;^ cliairs fi»r tlit* I)utc*li always sit rmnnl a tal»lr 
wlifii talking: t<> diic aiintlicr. 

Tlir small Kii;:lisli |i«»pnlati<»n ot nmrst*. lu'in;:. as usual. 
iiiort* fiuT^^rtir tliaii tin* |H'n]»lf aiiioii^st Viln»m thi'V arr 
livii)''. liavf sur<*«-Nsfiillv cstalilislini a wrv oxt-flleiU 
tennis cliih and \nA{ link^. and dining' the timo I was 
ihvYv x\\v formation nt a {Mild oliil) was <in tho tapis. 

In the rrnti'f of the Watnlon IMaiii and facing the 
wliolf lin.* of Cavairv Uanarks, not at all unlike tluise of 
tlif l\o\al Artillt'iN at \\ oolwirli. towiTs a ma*isivf inonu- 
nirnt. on the iM|t «if \\l)ii|i w :in al»sin*dly small tij^ire 
rf|»rrsrntin^ wli.ii I i.iok to In- a li<»n. rndrrnosith is 
an iii^t riiitiMii wlncli •>tat<^ tli:tt thi^ nionunu^it was 
"M.'itiil in nh!M"r\ <>! tin l»;in!t '»f \\ .ilt-rloo. won l»v tlie 
1)111. Ii. .Iiiiir 1-^. I^i:. •■ |;i;i\, H..li;nhl. r- • ' ! 

iiiinniiij llir'-njl! ti.« |»i hhijmI *stn rt^ i'f liif ti»wn is a 
\i-rv \\«ll-«oii-t lu.tt 'I jmiimI. I»v iIh aid «»! wlnrli all llu* 
rrtii-r.it tlnt..\\ii i^rarii«d ti» tin- M-a : notw itlistanilin;; 
tin- iiaiur Ml' II. \N-'iii«ii. ami <-!iililri n nia\ l»i' seen at 
all li'-:;i-.'l tin d.i\ .»im1 iiiLdit « il In r l»al liiii;^. or wasliin*; 
tli« n -ar«'iiLj- aini ; ii- n ii«r 

\ \« r\ ii*,iihf>' t ..^luiiH- w \\«'in lhn»UL:iiout tlu- dav Iiv 
til'- I 'nil': j.i.lii - It r.-ii-si-i^ t»t a »-ai"onL: an<l kahaja. 
llh i.-ih:-! .: i-.iij - 1 ! 1 j • < •! ! i;i 1 1 \ t-iiiadi- nialt-nal, Willi 
\«r\ ijii!i!;t «l«-iji!- I'liiit'.i iiji.iii ii in niaiiv variolic 
r*)l.iui-^. Thi .;/.. ..f i! |. -aiiiit ni w that «»f a lafi:^' I'alh 
lo\\«l. aihl It !-• 'I' li!\ \V"ii!:ii i".ind tlir waist so a^ t" c«»ii- 
ceal tilt i\\.. .ii-i-. \vl::. ;; ..\r!!:i|i. Kra^lun^j: ilo\\n a> far 
as tlirir ankl«-. it p. m;.!- <>t tin- upprr part of the foot 
bein;:f\|><'-«''i t"\:. w ; i: . .!■ t'M- iir iiixariaMy riiiviMii m 
♦he sniallr-l ft \.l\.i -;.||»' !- I inl»roid<Trd witii :j««M 
\. Tlif kal-a^! r. -. ml'!. - \.rv iiiiu'li «»ur id^a «»f 
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a lady's drt'ssiiiy jacket, except tliat it Itas no fastening 
m ill! in thf fr()nt. but is just lield toRetKer by n small 
bnuM-'li or safety-])in This c-ostmne is cbanyt'd in tbe 
eveiiiny for (inc more conventiitnal. 

AftfT a week iir two spent liere I tixik tniin to 
Uniteuzorjj, wliieli is considered the health i-esoit of Java. 
It is Kitiiated «(i'2 feet above the sea, and enjoys a 




distinctly different chniate t.i the ininh .Iiiihihi- h.at of 
Htttiivia. Hen- the (Jovenior-(i.n«-raI niakt- hi^ home. 
The iMilui-e. which is Imilt on a nM> in the e. litre of a 
nia;:nili<'ent j>ark. is n most imposing' hiiildi]i<:. ami froni 
ilie yjiles l(H)kiii^ lip th<' IxiiiitilTil av.iiue of ianiaiin<l 
and canary trees, and with the many Imn.ln .U of d.<-r 
ihal one mh-k fjmzinf; in all din eiion». one »>iiild scarcely 
tti-liove thiH to bo anywiiere ont of KurojK-. Here, 
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also, iin* X\\v ci*\vhT\\Wi\ liotaiiinil (ijinlcns, which \vt*re 
rslul)lishr<l ill 1S17 h\ Hrinwiinll. and liavo lonj; since 
lH»conir \v«*ll known all over Kuro|H\ Thcv contain a 
collection of palms se(*on<l to none in tlie w*irM, bt^sides 
thouftands of other nirities wliicli are not t<» N* seen elst»- 
whon?. Connected with these «:anlens is ♦. nu«;e lal>ora- 
torj', intench**! for hoianists vi-»itin«4 Java. Scientific men 
have come fn^m all parts of the world to see and study 

From th<* liotel at whieli I staved tliere is, I consider 
one of the ^'mildest virw> the world contains. At one's 
f««»t is tlie valley of Tjilion*^', down the centn* of which is 
ruHliin*^' a intMnitain torrent wlien* the natives are daily 
hathin<^% and on ritlicr hank can he s«'en their little pictur- 
es<j!io vill:ii:e»<. prtpiUL' «>nt fr«»ni lunratii the *^tat.'ly coma- 
mit pahii*>, and in tin- di-starhr tin* \\o, mI-cuvi r<Ml >lopr^ of 
thr Salak mountain Liraduallx a^i^ndiiiL: to a liri'jlit ino^tlx 
liidd«-n l»y tin- <Ioii.U, I. Ml ni tli-' tail\ inoiiniiL: IVoin the 
sunnnit of w ho-r j.. aV can 1m- -^rrn tin- \\ natli-^ of ^iiiok«- •»! 
an a -tixr \..!<;mo W ini-st lur.- I riccixcd an insitatioii 
tV«»in a Piilrli uriii 1. man. on wlio^r tea plantation I had 
spent a ]n<»«.t « iij. .\ :ihl«- tortrnulit sonic few \ears a;:«> 
when on a xi-^it to .I;i\:i. Ihl: Liaine ^ho »tin^. and 1 
<pnekl\ a\ail«<j ni\ «li<'t In^ knid hospitality. Mr. Kiik- 
ln»\«-n. uliM l^ paill\ Sr..tr|| h\ de^i-ent. is one of the nio^l 
ehainnnL: iMiirlninji ii w.ir po^vihlc t<» ne-et. Hi^ 
iManlituI j»laiil;ition. SniaL'ar h\ name, is well known 
n<»w \]\ I!ni< 'p< t'T tin » Ac. llriiee of its tea. 'I'he estat*'. 
whieh w «ntnrl\ hi i»\ «l«'eineity, is soiui' few niile^ 
fioiM Ihnl" ii/.ori:. :in«l i- i« a h* <1 either hv earria^^e or hv 
tiMin. 

TIh' hoil>-«- \\^i\\ 1- .1 lli:i-^l\« e.lltiee of stoUt'. (»f \rV\ 

lai'j'- |"'>1' '! t h'li-. tii'i hmh I h: < 'ii-jhout foreomf»»rt. ()n 
tin haik \«i'.r;'i.ih ii..i\ !•< ^- • w \\ l'l«'ph<»ne, h\ whieii 
(•( •inniiini<;i 1 1. 'M '.;:i !:•-! "iil\ h- maile o\er the entii'e 
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t'state. to the residences of the diflferent managers and 
overseers, but also over the whole of Java if the operator 
so wishes. 

Mr. Kirkhoven owns a verv valuable stud of thorough- 
hvi'i\ horses, and is also the president of the Racing 
Club in Java, and the winner of inniunerable racing 
cups. His partner. Baron von Heckeren, who also 
resi<les at Sinagar, was pleased to show me the many 
hunting trophies he had gained, for he and Mr. Kirk- 
hovrn are without doubt the greatest ** shikarras *' in 
Nrtherhmds India, passing some months in the autumn 
of each year on a big game exjyedition. It was here 
tliat a year or two ago his Koyal Highness the Arch- 
duke of Austria came and was shown so much sport 
bv these two well-known himters. Tiifortunatelv mv 

• • • 

xi.^it was sjHMit at the wrong time of year for such an 
expedition, but 1 hoj)e tme day to be able to accept my 
friend's kind hospitality again, and shoot some tiger. 
Sinagar owns (piite a large zoological collection, and at 
five o'clcK'k each afternoon every living beast and cn»ature 
on tlie estate is brought to the front of i\w house to 
receive* a caress, a kindly word, and a handful of paddy 
irice). A huge Sumatran elephant, showing magniticent 
ivory, is always first and foremost, the horses, the cattle, 
an<l sambwa deer, pigeons in all varieties from the 
lH»autifully crested Victoria pigeon from New (iuinea, to 
the comm(m fan-tail of Kuroju', all crowding round their 
master for tlieir share; and last, but bv no means least, a 
|)erfect s|K'cimen of the Banting iwild bulb of Java, nt)W 
jKTfectly tame through tlie energy and persevering patience 
of liis worthy owner. 

After a few days s})ent here, and tinding that my time 
was getting short, I was obliged, with many regrets, to bid 
farewell to the keenest sportsman and the most genial 
hoHt it lias everl)een mygoml fortune to nu'et in the Kast. 



CHAPTEK II. 

NATIVES ARE UNWILLING TO ACCOMPANY ME — WK TAKE 
ON BOARD DYNAMITE — JAVA A TROPICAL GARDEN — 
THE BEAUTIFI^L \VOMEN OF BALI — RUINS OF HINDOO 
TEMPLES — LOMBOK — PALACE OF THE LATE Sl'LTAN— 
THE LOMBOK \VAR — DEFEAT OF THE Dl'TC H — THK 
suttee: SELF-SACRIFICING WOMEN — MACASSAR— EX- 
CITABLE NATIVES — STORY OF TWO MEN WITH ONE 
WIFE. 

From heie I paid a visit to another tea plantation lii«:ii 
up in tlie mountains, some twenty miles distant. My 
lu<^^ga^^e was carried by coolies for ten solid miles to i\w 

to]), lor the snijill sum of ten cents apit^ce. wliicli r<jri:il> 
twopriu'c.* This })lantation is owned hy an l^n^dislimaii. 
juul is \ciy ])rettiiy situated on the top of a ran^^c «'f 
mountains, many tliousand feet above the level of the ^ra. 
I soon aftcM'wards learned that tlu^ steamer wouM 
stai't iu a h^w days for ^Macassar, and so 1 was obli^^rd tc 
liurrv back to J5atavia without anv success as re«;ard> <.ii- 
^M<^Mn«4 hunteis, for it ap})ears that on the very mention ot 
tlie name New (luinea the Javanese and Malavs Hv, aii«i 
whether it be on account of the crueltv manv of them 

And as iiii instiUR't' of the numv miles coolies are mmiI for littK 
p!i\ niciit. I iiifiv iiieiition that on one occasion durin*; inv sta\ l;tir 
I rcc(i\('d a letter l)earin;j: insuiVicient posta^^e. an<l two da\s lat* r 
i('(('i\c<l a notice from a jiost-master tliirtv-three miles ilivtant. aiiti 
sent i)\ hand. tl:e man i)cin;^' on fo(>t, reqiiestinjj the paMncnt «>f t"i\«- 
cents, i)cin^' tlie nmount di:c on the unpaid letter. 
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liHVf I'tTi'ivod at the hands of certain phmters there, the 
ti-ar of >niall-pnx, or whether it is hi't-ause they have heard 
-*«» many eannihal stories of the l*apuans, I cannot say, 
I ml c-rrtain it was I (juite failed to enj^a<(e the services of 
any for my forthcomin*; expedition to that comitry. 

Th«" native iH)pulation of Java consists principally 
i»f JavancM*, Chinese, Malays, and Arahs, and I 
iH'lirvt' there are over twentv millions of inhahitants 
in till" island. They all exhihit a ht^althy, stron<(, and 
w«'ll-fr<l apiH'arance, for the most part excessively 
clean : and tlu.'ir reli»;ion, which prohibits the use of 
alcohnl. assists them to he free from manv common 
ihM'aM'^ of mtiri* civilised nations. Xaturallv a lascivious 
ra«*f, th** continual cniitact they have had with Kuropean 
p.-opli' ha-* prt>pa;^ated rather than tliminished their love 

l^'fort- leaving; Java I wrote to JMit^dand for a yacht 
to Im* pun-haM'd ft»r me, as I found the steam service 
wan Ml irre;^Mdar to the countries I intended to visit, aiul 
to H4»m • x\\v\\' was no connnunication whatever. 1 there- 
fon- madr arnin^'rmmts for the purchase of a vessel in 
Auntralia whirh should meet me in the Kei Nlands, in 
the eoui*s«* of a few months* time. 

Ihdilinu' ;:«MMlhye to hatavia. 1 took passa;^e on 
4»ne of the steamers of the KoninkHjke l\iketvaart 
MaatM'happij Iwiund f«»r Macassar, and two days later 
anchored m the roads otV Soerahajji, where we only 
rt*mained a few hours to take \\\ ^onif ear^«s of 
dxnamite. The t«)wn of Soerahaja i^ the second iar;,'e?>i 
town in Java, and is situated on the eastern end of the 
island. It iH)ssi»sses, if [xissihh', a hotter climate than 
tliat of Batavia, and altliouj^h a very iar^^e hu^iness centre. 
Iia^ ver\' few places of interest in (»r around it. I cannot 
leave Ja\a. however, without saving how verv much 
>truck I was with the beautiful sceni-rv thri)U;:hout the 
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whole of the countiy, and from its tiny railway windiiii: 
over the numerous mountains and down into tlie dt•plh^ 
of the many valleys, I saw the most lovely tn»piral 
scenery I had ever gazed upon. The prolific tropical 
undergi'owth with its intense green, the paddy fields 
forming ridges up the slopes to the very summit of the 
highest mountains, the myriads of cocoanut palms, tin* 
picturesque villages, and the numerous rivers windin*: 
here and there in all directions, all combine to enhance 
the beautv of the scene, and to liken Java to one va>l 
tropical garden. 

The next day, after leaving Soerabaja, we arriYi-<l 
at Boeleleng, on the island of Bali, and as we had 
some few hours to wait before the departure t»f the 
steamer again, I went on shore for the purpose of visitiii;: 
some Hindoo temple a few miles in the interi()r. 
l^jugaging a " sadoe " (pony carriage), after nnich difii- 
culty, from a native, T drove to these temples, which 
date from the eighth centurv, and are built entirelv after 
the Buddliistic style. In appearance they very njueli 
resciiil)l(\ tliougli on a much smaller scale, the fani^-UN 
temples of JJoio J^oedoer in Java. 1'hev contain iinnniit r- 
al)le P)U(l(lliist images scul})tunMl in stone, with many tit!- 
and tenaces siii'i-oundiiig them, and although the tempN- 
aie partially in ruins the frescos are in a wonderful >talr 
of preseivation to-day. S[)en(ling a very pleasant iii»ur 
in exanunin^^ the many l)eautifully sculptured has-relirl . 
and the many designs of the J^uddhist sculptor, 1 tluii 
retuined to tlu^ poll and took a stroll through the markrt. 
.P)ali is the oidy I'euiaining Hindoo island in thi^ ;^M'nup 

Of the nati\('>, the women ai'e exce[>tionally hcautiliil, 
with erect c-arria^e and with flowing l)lack sai'(»ng^: th« \ 
j)i('M'nt a striking contiast to the undersized Javanese. 

Pa-^sing along the coast and beneath the vei"v shad(»\\ «»f 
the beautiful [)eak of Hali towering up inti) the cloud>. 
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we arrived the next luornin*:^ at Ampenan, in Lombok, 
and some otticers of a Dutch man-of-war accompanied me 
on shore. This phice is the scene of the late war wa^ed 
a*xainst the Dutch on account of their interference in tlie 
native trihal troubles. The town, whicli is now strongly 
fortified, is surnmnded entirely by ramparts, consistintj^ 
of lo«^s and fallen trees piled one on another. Many 
cannons are to be seen in the streets and sentries of 
Dutcli In(han troops are parading everywhere. The 
natives were originally Sassachs, but they were conquered 
by the Hurgis and have almost entirely disappeared, but 
tl»e few who do remain hold the present occupiers of the 
countr\- in undving hatred, willing and readv at any 
moment to rise up and make a terrible onslaught on 
theuj. I paid a visit to the ruins of the palace of the 
hite Sidtan, and also to the small Hindoo temple where 
the Dutch troops took refuge from the natives during, the 
massacre two years ago. The remains <>f the ])alace itself 
— for the l)utch during the engagement almost entirely 
razed it to the ground — must have been of huge 
dimensions, covering many acres of ground, and must 
have In'en on<' of the most remarkal>le piiiacesof the Kast, 
for tile Sultan himself was one of the richest of all the 
Indian |)oteiitates. In the grounds is built a swinnning 
bath some three-(piarters of a mile in circumference, and 
in the centre, l)eneath a richlv carved circular canopv, is 
a small resting lounge where the Sultan was in the habit 
of rt*clining to view the daily ablutions of the many 
humlred women which constituted his harem. This 
monarch was the instigator of the ti-rrihic attack made 
U|)on the Dutcli in 1H*.K^-Ui, when a wlmlc regiment of the 
latter, who were encam|H*d on a small piece of open 
gnumd half a mile away from the palace, were suddenly 
Hurprisi»d in the night and massacred to a man. 

Tliib man taxed his i)eople terribly, ainl the many 
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whiilu of the coiintn*. and fnnii its tiiiv niilwav winding 
over the inuiionmH iiinuiiUiinH niul down into tlu' depths 
of th(* many viiHovk, I miw tin* most lovely tntpical 
Kcenerj- 1 hiul ever ^h/ahI iiiK»n. The pi-olific tmpical 
umler^niwth with its inti'nsc* ^rt»t»n, the jwdily tieUls 
fonnin^ riil^eH up the kIo]h*k to tiie very summit of the 
highest mountains, the myriads of etkeoanut |nihns, the 
pietun^sque vilhi^es, and the numerous rivers winding 
Iiere and there in all din*ctions, all eond»ine to enhance 
the l)eautv of the serene, and to liken Java to one vast 
tropieal pirden. 

The next day, after leaving S<H»nihaja, we arrivwl 
at ]ioi*lelen^, on the island of Hali, and as we had 
s«»me few ho!irs to wait In^fore the departure *»f the 
st«*amer a^min, I went on slit»re for the pur|»«»se of visitin*; 
sniii(> Iliiiflon trniple a frw iiiilfs ill tlif interior. 
Kii;^'aj:in;i a " -a^liM- ** (|x»iiy *aiTiat:e . afttr inui-li <lirti- 
ciilty. Irnin a iiatiNf. I ilri»\»' to thi'M* trmplo, whii-h 
dat<* Innii till* ri«:liih nntiirN. anil are Imilt entirely after 
the HihldliiHiie stxie. In appearaiit-e tlu-y \ery uiiu-li 
resi'iiiMe. tlinu;^li mii a much smaller scale, tlu- famous 
temples nf lii»ro |mm <loer in .Ia\a. Tliey contain innumer- 
al'le Muddliist imaL!!'^ st'ulptured in stone, with maiiN tieis 
and tena«-es -^iirromhlin;: tliem. and altliou«^di the temples 
are partiall\ m ruin*- the l"r«'scos are in a woiitlert'ul state 
of preservation t«»-«lay. S|H'ndin*: a very pleusjint hour 
in examiniii;: tli*- many beautifully sciUptured has-reliefs. 
and the many di-«Hi;:n«- o| the Huddhist sculptor, 1 then 
nturneil to the pnit and iMnk a *-troll tlirou;:h the market. 
r>ali is tile Miily reiiiainin;; llmdiNi island in tliis ^mup. 

Of the natixe-.. the Women are exceptionally heautifuK 
with ( leri cariia;.'!' and with th»win«^ hlack saron;;s : they 
present a striKiiiL: «•. .ntra-'l l"» the iindersizc<l davaiU'se. 

Pa-^-inL! ah'HL: llie roij-^i aiiil heneath the verv shadt)W of 
llir luaulilul pt ak «•! \\a\\ i.tweiin^ up into the clouds. 
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tlifiiiselves to l)e burned after the deatli of their husbands 
— they are not compelled to do it. They have the choice 
of allowing themselves to be burned or krised (disem- 
l)o\velled by the native dagger). The first is the most 
nire. The wives of the Kajahs, however, suffer them- 
st»]ves to Ixi burned. Having been present at one of 
thest* liorrible si^ctacles I will relate how it was con- 
ducted. The gusti, who died at Ampenan, left three 
wives. One of them would let herself be krised for his 
honour, and that against the will of all on both sides of 
\wv family. The woman was still young and beautiful ; 
sIm' ha<l no children. Thev said to me that a wonuin 

• 

uiidfr sueli circumstances who suffered herself to be killed 
had indfcd loved her husband. She intended to accom- 
jmny him on his long journey to the gods, and she hoped 
to Im* his favourite in the other world. The day after 
thr dfath of the gusti his wife took many baths; she was 
cl<ith«Ml in the riclu'st mamu»r, shr passtMl the day with 
\\v\' friends in eating, drinking, chewing of sirrih, and 
praying. About the ujiddie of the spacr before the house 
tlirv had erected two scaffoldings of bamboo, of the 
length of a man. and three fei't above the ground. Tnder 
tliesr thry had <lug a small pit, t(» nr^ivc the water and 
tlu» l>l*Hxl tliat should llow. In a small Incise at one side, 
ami op|)osite tliese frameworks, werr two others entirely 
similar. At four o'clock in the afternoon men brought 
out the Inwly of the gusti wrap]>ed in liiu*n. and placed 
it *)!! the left of tlie two central ]>latfnrms. .\ priest of 
Mataram renn»ved the cloth fmm the ImmIv. while 
yoimg |H»rsons hastened to screen it from the i)ublic ga/e. 
They thiwv much water over the eorpM*. washed it. and 
coven»d the whole l)odv with tlowers. Thev then bnaight 
a white net. The priest took a cup tilled with water, on 
wliich he strewed st>me tlowers. lie first sprinkled the 
deceased with this water, and then i>oured it through the 

12 
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inliiii fiigwi ho B Bi o f lad to to guilMv togitiiMrttiiB 
moos ridies of iriudi he wm tho po— oMor^ 
to be modi haled. It is rapocted that on his 
eogtuynted with the oider iflnad for hb capture, after 
ninfocoementa fiom 3vm had aiicceaifnlly npdbed tiie 
natiTea in Lombok, he caused to be tiurown no leas than 
two miUion Rngliih aoveraignB into one ol hia khee, 
bat whethw this be tnie I cannot aay. He was alter- 
wacda taken to Java, where he died aocm after, the bonds 
of oq^vity resting heavily on him, and his son, findii^ 
that he YmA little or no power ranaining, commitled 
MJcide, 

On my walk back to the ship I passed a native who 
had btftened in his sarong whi^ appeared to me to be 
a very handsomely carved kris (native dagger), .and I 
asked him to let me exaiuine it, and with much 
reluctance he did, when I at once discovered it to possess 
a massive ^ol<l han4ik\ inlaid with diamonds and other 
stones. A bi^; price was offereil him for it, but he refused 
to sell. It is my tinu belief that this fonued part of the 
many thousand |K>unds* worth of valuables which were 
loote<i during the sacking of the palace. 

I observed that the Dutch were here erecting very 
large barracks, intending this place to hcdd a large 
garrison, for they still entertain a certain amount of 
fear that the natives may again rise, and indeed if they 

were to do so in anv sort of svstematic wav and with 

» • • 

experienced generals to lead them, the Dutch would find 
it a verj' hard matter indeed to hold their outi. 

Whilst l^re I was told of an extraordinarv custom 
practised among the women of self-iumiolation, and 
taking up some time afterwards an old copy of the Indian 
Archipelago Journal I read more fully a description of 
this horrible practice, and I now give here an extract upon 
that subject : *' On the island of Loinbok wives may sufifer 
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p<>ssil)le. The victim bein^ not yet dead she was 
slahl>ed a^^ain with a kris between the shoulders. They 
tlien hiid her on the second platform near her husband. 
The siime ceremony which had taken place for him 
now l)e^an for the wife. Both bodies were covered 
with resin and cosmetic stuffs, enveloped in white linen, 
and placed in the small sick-house on the platforms. 
There they remain until the time has come, when they 
un» burned toj^ether. It is always a near relation who 
j^ves the first wound with the kris, but never father nor 
Sim. S<»metimes dreadful spectacles occur ; such was one 
at wliich Mr. K. was present. The woman had received 
eij^ht kris stabs and was yet (piite sensible. At last she 
Hcreamed out, driven by the dreadful pain, * Cruel 
wretclies, are you not able to ^Mvt» me a stab that will 
kill me? ' A ;^usti, who stood b;'hind her, on this pierced 
her through and throu^jjh with his kris. The native 
s|)ectators whom I had around me saw in this slaut:[hter 
wlii<*h took place before ourey<»s !iothin«^'sh<K'kin«,'. They 
laui^hed and talked as if it were an everv-dav occurrence. 
The man who had <(iven the last threi' stabs wiped his 
kris. restored it to its place in as cnid-blooded a manner 
as a butclier would have done after siau«,diterin«^' an 
animal.'* And such a ceremonv is a moditicatitjn of the 
Hind«M) suttee. 

Tlie next afternoon we set sail once more, and verv 
s4M>n afterwards the cone of that ^^i^'anlic mountain on 
l4«»nilx>k, and known as the (iotMiocn;: Kindjani, and the 
hi«;hest |)eak in tlie whole archipela;^'o, was |(»>i to view. 
On the mornin<» of tlie (ith of l)ecenilM'r wc arrived at 
MiU'assar, and I at <mee took up my residence at the 
Macassar Hotel, kept by a half-caste Papuan woman, as 
the ship in which I came went no further, and, much to 
iiiv disniav, I found that I should be (^bli;^^Ml to wait here 
for about ten days before the arrival of another that would 
take me further east. 
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net OD lliii body, wliich \w blowed. Ivn.vm^^ anging, i 

luakiti); vKriims tiiy&ti<al anH ByiubdltriO iDotiun*. 

' afWr«»rd» iHiWflvntl it with Hoor o\ coUhitvU rice uid 

I i)h4i|)))C4] Howuni. anil pliuvcl il tm itn iiiaU. \Voiu«n 

■tniHiKht iittl tltc! wxltt- of thv t^<*X\ willi hrr anus cruRsnl. 

1 she WM iTlolhiil with a \wvcv nf nhitc linen only. 

Her luur wiut cTowneil witli flowon, SIk* wiv quit-t, an^l 

wlruyud ncitlier fear nor n-Kn-t. She yAwcxA \wnK\l 

laDiltnti befiin.' Uie Ixxly of \\«t huvhond. nuMxl hur anus 

htf;h, iind made a praver in lulfncc. Woiuen 

appniachHl her ami {irewMiteil to b«r suuiU lKitiijiiE>l& of 

ktuiibiuit!, apatii, and othpr fli)Wen>. She ttmk tliciu uii« 

bj' iinr and plnpird tlii.-iii lH.*tWL-i_>n the Angeni of \vct honils 

yniMvl itlxivi' lior \\vtu\. On tluH the wuiucii took thvui 

Plivra^ ami dnnl tlii-iii On tri-oi^-ini; and pvinj; l»ck 

each bniiqiiet the wife of the (ruKti tunietl a little to the 

ri^ht, K(> that when she hu<l roccivod the whole she had 

turned quite rounil. She pmyeil anew in tsilence, went 

to the t'<>r|>Ht; iif her htiKlmiid. kiKsiHl it on the head, the 

breast. Ix-low the navel, the knees, the feet, and returned 

to her x>liLee. They tiwik itff her rinj;s. She erossed her 

amiH on her hreatil. Two women tiM>k her by the anus. 

Her brother (tlnN time a brother by a^loption) placed 

hiniHelf before lier, and asked her with a s»tft voice if she 

was determined to die, and when she gave a sign of 

assent with her head, he asked her forgiveness for being 

obliged to kill her. At once he seized his kris ami 

stal)be<l her on the left side of the breast, but not deeply, 

so that she remained standing. He then threw his kris 

down and ran off. A man of consideration approached 

her and buried his kris to the hilt in the breast of the 

unfortunate woman, who sank down at once without 

uttering 11 cry. 

"The Women placed heron a mat, and sought by rolling 
and pressure to cause the bluod to flow as quickly as 
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principal buildings being the hospital, the law courts, 
and the theatre. 

The town of Macassar is exceptionally clean. Although 
it is under Dutch rule it is necessary to obtain permission 
from the Rajah of Goa before entering his territory, which 
lies within a mile of Macassar, and even whilst I was 
here two Swiss gentlemen, botanists and geographers, 
upon pc»netrating to the interior, were arrested and con- 
ducted back to the coast, as they were unable to show 
the necessary permit. Like every other Dutch colonial 
s^^ttlement I found here a verv first class military band, 
which plays on certain evenings outside the club-house 
after dinner. 

On more than one occasion I accepted the hospitality 
of her Maj(»sty's ship Wilhrhnina, and the officers, who 
all s|x>ke Knglish perfectly, did everthing that lay in their 
|M»wer to nuike my enforced delay here a pleasant one. 

The natives, for the most part of Malay origin, are of a 
much more excitable temperament than the inhabitants 
of Java — ever ready to engage in a (juarrel. They are a 
loud-speaking, deceitful race. The women, who differ also 
ver\' much from the Javanese, wear the sarong hanging 
in wi<le folds around them, whilst another sarong is 
placed round their head and shoulders and is held up by 
their left hand. 

One morning two native yoimg men. of about 
the age of twenty-five, and brothers, called upon me, 
hearing that I was desirous of engaging some hunters for 
my expediticm to New Guinea and other islands. They 
told me that either was willing to go, and I couKI choose 
which one I likeil best, but thev would not both be abU* 
to do so. Being willing to engage both, I asked them 
their reason for only one wishing to accompany me. 
Thev then said thev were verv sonv, but as thev onlv ha<l 
one wife between them, one, it did not at all matter 



i64 THROUGH NEW GUiNBA. 

Magawr is iSbm chief town of Calebes, and k the 
emporimu of the whole d the Molnoeee. Bdmg a bee 
port, it carries on a veiy extensrve txide with China, 
Australia, and ttngapoie. Hie entcanoe to tiie hadboor 
is singularly pictaresqne, and ^itirely diSeient from any- 
thing I have as yet seat. For miles akmg the sea-beach, 
bmxi btmeath the waving palms, can be se^i the houses of 
the natives boilt upcm hi^ poles, somrtimes in the 
wator. Thttfe are htmdreds of praus (native ships) to 
be wasa riding i^ anchor, with their strange, tomed-i^ 
stems. Many high, bamboo scaffbMings are eveiywheie 
rising out of the sea, and used by natives to watch the 
positicm of the many shoals of fish as they entw into the 
harbour ; and the weird sound of the drum is continually 
heard, by which the native prau owners make known 
their arrival or departure. On shore the white houses 
of the Kuroiieans enclosed by hifjh, whitewashed stone 
walls, all help to make this a quaint, Eastern market — 
for as such the town of Macassar can be well described. 
The principal roiwls are overhung by lofty and beautiful 
trees, imparting; to the town a verj* shady and cck)1 appear- 
ance. On either side of these tamarind avenues are the 
residences of the KurojH?an ix)pulation. The first large 
building I came upon was the club, and here I may say, 
l>efore gning any further, that in every Dutch town I have 
visited one of the first and principal buildings is the club, 
on the verandahs of which are invariably to be seen the 
residents, either playing cards or billiards or chatting 
together. In all these clubs 1 have never failed to find 
all the leading English papers, which goes a long way to 
prove that even the Dutchman holds the English Press in 
great esteem. Farther on. and about the centre of the 
town, is the residence (»f the Governor, a fine white 
building, entered through two huge and massive gates 
bearing the arms of Holland upon them ; the other 
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I AHHIVK AT ANfHOYNA — COSTUMES OF THE NATIVES — 
<tHEAT DESTRUCTION BY EARTHQUAKE — THE 

RESIDENCY — I ENGAGE SOME HUNTERS — NATIVE 
roNDNESS FOR LAW — RANDA — THE GARDEN OF 
MOLUCCAS — NUTME(} PLANTATIONS — AN ANCIENT 
PORTUGUESE FORT -- ARRIVAL IN NENV GUINEA — 
MURDER OF A MISSIONARY — I DEPART FOR THE 
KKI ISLANDS. 

On iIh' ir)th of DocciiiIht I left 1)V one of the lioval Steam 
Pa<'ket CVunpany's steamers for Amhovna, and two days 
later entered the heautiful l^ay of Amhon. Here acram 
I was doomed to (hsap{)ointment, for I discovered there 
in Ih» no eonnecti(»n to the Kei Islands until the '2Hth inst. 
There was nothing for it, therefore, hut to wait as 
patiently as jx)ssihle, which under the circumstances I 
could hardly attempt with very «,'ood t^aace. 

The town of Amhoyna, which is very prettily situated 
lH»tween two hi^h, precipitous ton«,aies of hind, with its 
white-painted houst^s and the lon<; stone walls of the fort 
wliich face the sea, presented a most pleasin*,' [)icturefrom 
tht» landing pier, on which were crowded a «,Teat many 
j^aily dressed natives, to welcome the arrival of the ship 
and to while awav the time. The roads, which are con- 
tinually lx?ing swept, cause a complete ahseiite of dust, and 
thepndific colourinf^s from the various crotons and shiuhs 
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which, wtmlil have to stay Ix-hind to l(M»k after her. After 
a ({<mm1 dual of ronverwitidn I deeiiitHl it ailvisahk' not to 
en^AK*' fither. fearinf; tliut iifter we had gone the jtan^.'s 
of jejiloUKv iiiifjht enter into the MtuI of the one I had 
with me, when he niif^ht desert nie to n-tum to the niatri- 
tuonial and fnitema) vouch. 
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women with a lon^, wide dress of some black, shiny 
material, white stockin<ijs, carrvin<^ a lon^, lace pocket- 
handkerchief over the left arm, and with sharp-jx^inted 
sh<H»s tanie<l up at the toes, after the style of the sixteenth 
renlurv, and one and all appearing most micomfortable, 
and Iniii^nnt; for i\w morrow, when evervthin«i[ is put away 
until the next Sahhath, and they can «^'o about half nude 
an«l barefooted a«,'ain. 

The Amlx)nese are a very li^ht-hearted and excitable 
raet*. Hv no means total abstaint»rs, thev are exces- 
sively f<»nd «)f armck and ^in, makiufj; also a third 
fermented In^veni^e from the juice of the su^ar palm, 
which they liave name<l '* sa<^eroe." They speak a 
mixture of Malav and l*ortutmese, maiiv of their words 
iK'in;,' of llie latter lanf];ua<^'e. This is excessively stranj^e, 
inasmuch as it is more than 'ioO years since the Portu<^'uese 
h'ft \\w island, and then* is not a sin«;le native living 
to-day who lias any idea that his lan»^nm<(e is partially 
com|)osed of a l^ur<»|H'an one. 

The houst^s, which are mostiv built of stone, 

« 

n^semble tht» ol<l stvle of earlv Dutch architecture, 

* » 

with their lmhM»nies facing the street. One misses 
verv much the prettv little </ar(lens alwavs seen in 
fn»nt of the houses in Java. A seecnid house is jilwavs 
built near at hand for the residents t() take refu^'e in in case 
of eai*th<(uakes, so common here ; and indeed, since my 
visit, thev have iK'en visited with one of these subterranean 

« 

explosions, almost entirely dt^molishin^' tlie town and 
carrvin;' awav the fort alto^jether. 

The Kesidencv, some half mile behind the town, stands 
un<ier the shadow of the precipitous voKano. and is sur- 
rf»und<*d by a ver\' extensive, park-like «:arden. One 
mornin*^ soon after mv arrival, the (Jovernor himself 
pai<l me a visit, and excuse<l himself not otTerin;: to nu» the 
hospitality of his house on tlu> irn)und that his daughter 
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whk-h nre to be wen creiTwhetv. make it iUt<t|jrtlier n 

TIr' iitklivM), who ATv for the m<Mt ivut C'hnstmnK, 
di) not wear tbt' lit-ai) (.iivt-nuc i>f Uih Malay. Tbi-y hnvi; 
• dtroHf: iiiixturi' of I'urtuj^eae and liiitcb bl<MMl in tht-ir 
vatui, and on tbrir fixM) roindsts i;nliro]y 'if fi^b and sapt. 
and ifl vtT)- «uily trbtainrd. the Ambnncw arv naturally 

■tl, iIm- l.|."-i ..f I'iiP.|H-.iIiK, ■^u■ m;k-|i 




linvr featun-d than the women of Java, and all don the 
sondiro uolimr of black. Even,' article is carried on their 
heads, and it ix ainiiHin^ wnnetiuiefi to see a woman with 
only a ^.'lass lH)ttlf |K'rehed up in this position. 

On Snnday T wa.s pn>fi)uiidly intereated in l(H)king 
at the [H'lipl*' (lit their way to church. The native 
costumes had bi-en thrown aside for those more 
appriiachinc tivilisatioii— the men with black felt hats, 
lont; friKk-ciiiits and trousers, in some instances 
iHJots. I ml ill ivciy ciisc white cottim gloves ; the 
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I was not at all sorry when I was told by the niana^'er of 
the shipping company that the steamer Camphutjti would 
arrive on the following day and would leave again after a 
few hours for Kei, and on the 2Hth instant I turned my 
Imck U|M)n Aml>oyna without, I think, one single regret ; 
for wliethtT it was the close contact witli the European, 
or for any other cause, the Ambonese is a shallow, 
thieving, and untruthful nieml>er of humanity ; and my 




previous inipn-ssions wen* not iiltt-rril wIkh 1I1,' two iikii 
1 l.nd engaged failed to put in an !i))pi':ii:iM<'<- wIku the 
ship started, and 1 was told hy nthi-r- tli:it l)i< y ih'Mt had 
any intention of leaving thrir Miiiivc inwii. bm oiilv 
desired to get a month's wages, whiib ihey atitiripati-d I 
would give theiit in advanri'. 

The next day I arnved al the htin<la Maud-, \\hi.-li 
may be fairly dettcrilK'd in all resjK>cts iis iM'iug the most 
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«>■ very nok. There I tam^^gA two nmtive hantoB «ad 
bird ildnnen ; one of thun wm formeriy with the late 
Baron &[B<slny, and the otiwr MBored me he was with 
WttltAcv tKwly fwty ;««n ago. This M uei ' ti <m. I iufiucmed 
him, I l>(>}:ged lekve to doubt, u he oerttinly wu not 
more than forty yeui of age himedf. 

On Cliriitmaa Eve I attended Divine aervioe in the 
Cliitn-li, nt\d WM tiM only Eoropean preeuit. Neva1h»- 
\tt^ I coiilil not make this etatement in the jHeeence of a 
gn-iil iiiiiny tA the ciuigregation, I feat, u.iL><,it 

lortnl DiTi-oee. The place wa* fall to nv-rllouiiit:. ntid 
',pririi'iiiitl1> ooniiated of native woman, d i <In-ww<l in tb«ir 
fnni'H-itl (-'Wtomes, only relieved by tli<- whiti< jiockel* 
bandkerchiefB hanging down to the knee <>n tho one «de. 
The clergyman was preaching most vocifi>n)nAly. notwitb- 
Htandin^ even,' iiinn. wiiman, and child iit tht- luiildiiig 
wait talking to ttcuiielxKh' else, and [wying not the slightest 
attention to the words emanatinf; from the pulpit. I 
overheanl out' eonversailion in Malay by two wtnnen 
Hitting; near nie about the fttnte of the local native fmit 
market, and aH I could hcc inoRt others engaged in tiie 
name manner it went to show that the entire congr^^ 
tion had come to(;ether to talk of their businesses and 
};<)KHi[>H, rather than to listen to the Word of God. These 
[leople are ChrintiauM I 

I was Btnick by the t^at number of natives in Amboyna 
with hare-lipH, and aIthou>;h I have asked on many 
ocL-asiims the reason. Imve never been able to ascertain 
the cause. 

These people have a great mania for appearing in 
the public law-courts, and they are continually bringing 
a-jtions ayiiinsl one another for imaginary grievances, 
•io in this way they In'Ocune notorious. There is also here 
IV ven' tint' brass hand, which plays on certain evenin*^ 
on the LTcen in front of the fort. 
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stt'uiiier was already whistling to make me aware that 
tile lumr for departure had arrived, I was obHged to 
Ik* satisfied with the few specimens I obtained, all of 
which proved to be rare, more especially a merle, occurring 
only here. Durin«^ the hour I was on shore, however, I 
niana<red to climb to the top of a hill (m the island, where 
there was a tele<(raph station overlooking the town and 
harbour and from whence I obtained a magnificent view 
of the surn)unding scenerv. The whole of these islands is 
given up to the cultivation of nutmegs. This tree, which 
is always in bloom, possesses a magnificent dark-green 
foliage, through which is observed the fruit in all stages 
of riiH'iiess, from the small, round, green nut to the large 
and ript? fruit, yellow in appearance, the dark red mace 
apiK»aring through it as it splits open. P^very now and 
then one meets a native with a basket slung over his 
shouhler, carrying a long bamboo pole, with an arrangement 
at the end restanbling a pruning hook, by which to procure 
thr fruit far above him. Shading these well-cared-for 
«>rchar<ls, the loftv canarv tree spreads its branches, and 
thfrebv forms a i)rotectin'' shelter a«'ainst the noondav 
nuii so harmful to the young fruit. High up in the 
branches of these trees is iieard continually the deep and 
booming note of the Carpuphmin conccnna, a large pigeon 
which is met with all ovi'r the South racitic. Tiiese birds 
swall(»w the fruit, discharging the nut in an undigested 
statf. thereby assisting in thi* growth ()f luw tn'cs. These 
Islands In'ing volcanic, the ground and rojids an- nearly all 
crystalline bas^ilt. while on tin* shore are >t uttered huge 
bl<K*ks of coniline limestone. 

We left the sjime evening, and many tliou^^hts passed 
through mv mind as to whether I should ever be fortunate 
t-nough to view the spot again. The last thing which 
struck me on leaving the harbour wa^ ihi* ()lil. deserted fort 
btaiiding on the hill, and by its massive api)eaninoe I was* 
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reminded how seriously the old East India Company 
must have regarded the welfare of this group. There i> 
no doubt that their present owners must have fouglit very 
dearly for them, for the story of the colonisation of Ban<l:i 
is one long series of frightful atrocities. 

The next morning we stopped at the small island of 
Gisser, situated on the coast of Ceram. In the midst of a 
group of other small islands, and rising but a few feet out 
of the water, it can be termed hardly anything but a siiiul- 
bank. I went ashore and walked round it. followed l»v a 
motley crowd of men, women, and children, all l<»st in 
wonder at the white man who would brave the heat nf 
a glaring and scorching sun at midday simply for tlie 
pleasure of a stroll. Although there was but a small 
amount of cargo to be discharged, the natives proved tlu*iii- 
selves to be very independent, and refused to do a luuid- 
stroke until their exorbitant demands had been accede<l t<». 

On the 81st of December I arrived at Sekar. a village on 
the coast of New Guinea, but did not go asliore as tlu' 
vessel onlv waited while a few letters were delivered to 
the one or two Ai'al) traders living there. In tlu' aftrrn«M»n 
\vi> iirrivt'd at Skroe, another village further down tlh 
coast, wlieic we were obliged to anchor for tlu' ni^^lit. W'r 
received ii \isil fi-oni a Catholic niissionarv, who cann- mh 
l)oai»l lo see the faces of white men again, and to lua: 
some views of tlie outside world. I had a long c-onver^-a- 
tion with liini, and he told nie of the manv dithcultu - 
he e.\[)erienced ni his endeavours to teach the (T(»>pi]. 
I am sorry lo say his arduous labours, however. |)roVfd .'f 
no avail, foi' williin a month of my becoming' aeijuainl* .1 
witli him the poor man was murdered by the vei*v peoj.ii 
foi' wliose spii'itual welfare he had sacrilicecl his life. 

At six o'clock on the morning of January 1, ls*M), ih» 
vessel pi'oct'cded to Ka[)auer, a mission station situate«i ,»n 
the coast a few miles further on — notwithstanding' the 
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mill, which was coming down in torrents, I went ashore, 
a*^ I was desirous of learning whether this would be a good 
s|H)i for nie to return to, to make natural history collec- 
tions. The mission house stands at the mouth of the 
rivfr from which it takes its name, and is a large one, 
<K.*cupving a place on the beach suiTounded by the dense 
and virgin forest. It was here that 1 first placed my foot 
on the soil of Dutch New Guinea, and the thought passed 
through my mind as to whether one day I should be 
unfortunate enough to leave my bones in that country. 
Thf natives seemed quite to hold the position, for men, 
women, and children roamed indiscriminatelv all over the 
houst*. and the missionaries, who were two in number, 
wen* apparently at their beck and call. 

TIhtc were some twenty or thirty httle children squat- 
ting on the veran<lah holding slates and waiting to receive 
tlu'ir dailv lesson ; but as their schoolmaster, a native of 
.Vmb<>yna. named Christian, had begged me to let him 
have my gun immediately I had put my foot on the beach, 
and had gone off into the forest to shoot birds for me, 
thev di<l not proceed anv fartiier with their education at 
leaNt for that day. It ipiite passes my com|)rehensi()n 
what p«issible goo<l can I'Vi'r ri'sult from these good men 
establishing themsi»lves here. In the first place, neither of 
them could speak a wonl of the language; and secondly, 
\\'Ai\ thev been able to do so, thev weri' afraid to mi t»ne 
mile awav from the shore on account iA tiie treaciierous 
nature of the natives. They even requestt d me to remain 
in sight of the liouse, as the natives, ahiiougli a|»|>arently 
friendlv. might at any moment brcnnie hostile -an<i I 
must say a more fenK'ious looking lot of i•ut-throat•^ it 
w«»ul<l be liard to find. I returned on board at twelve 
«)'clock, and we at once [nocei'ded to I'oeal in the Kei 
Islands. 



CHAPTEK IV. 

ARRIVE AT TOEAL, KEI ISLANDS — I OCCUPY THE rRISON — 
INTERVIEW THE RESIDENT — LAZY NATIVES — I RREED 
QUANTITIES OF THE ORNITHOPTERA PECJASUS — AN 
ABUNDANCE OF FISH. 

During that afternoon we met with a very nasty s<iuall. 
during which an enormous bottle of Kjaputi oil. 
which was standing in the comer of my cabin, became 
upset, the whole contents of which spread over tlie floor, 
thereby causing a powerful odour throughout the ship. 
This oil, which comes from the island of Bour, rest»m- 
bles somewhat the eucalyptus oil of Australia. It i> 
nijuiufacturt*(l by tlie natives, is of a greenish bur. and 
has an excellent virtue in cases of rheumatism, vVic. 

W'e airived at Toeal, the chief town of tlie Kei IslaihK. on 
tlie *2n(l ol" Jaiuiarv, and 1 immediatelv went on shore and 
])aid a visit to the C'ontroUeur ((government KesidentK \\lii» 
lived in a prettily situated house some hundivd feet abn\r 
the town. I found him extremely kind, and he l>e;^^^«'d 
nie to come and reside with him and his wife durii^.;^' tin 
few months 1 intended to remain in tlu* islands, which 
ol'fer J felt it hot to refuse, preferring if possible to rent a 
house whei'e 1 could with greater east* and conveniiiice 
make a good collection of natui'al history specimens. He 
informed nie that the only empty house, in fact the t>nly 
l)uilding fit \\)V occupation at all, was the <li>used pri>«»Ti. 
and he offered it to me at tlu^ rent of twelve guelders I'J • 
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x\ iiiniith. I at once established myself in it, and found 
the house in every way a suitable abode, and even while 
I was su{H»rintendin^ the removal of my lu^f^ja^e from the 
!steamc»r, coolies were sent to carrv down a bed and every 
nect^ssary article of furniture that I should recjuire from 
the Uesidency itself, the controlleur's wife sendin<( many 
litth* articles which she considere<l would add to mv 
comfort. 

In the front was a capital verandah floored with 
Portland cement, and a larj^e, open livin<^-room in the 
<H*ntre of the building, in wliich was a billianl table, 
|>rovi<le<l for the recreation and amusement of the three 
Kun»|K*ans nn the island. On either side were two very 
lar;^e rooms, and at the back were st*veral cells, which 
•starved my purpose as store rooms, dark room for photo- 
•rniphy, and sleeping rooms for my servants. The whole 
liouse being floon»<l witli the same material as the 
Vfnin<lah, it was, therefore, very casilv kept clean, 
an<l alwavs cool. 

1 n<>w began to cast about me for hunters to send into 
the forest, and notwithstanding the many ditliculties I 
nn*t with from the natives on aeeount of their extreuii' 
laziness, 1 secunul the services of six men, and mv eol- 
lertiolis in lepidoptera therefoi'e ]»liK'ee(le<l fairly well, 
althou<!h the only man I could find who could be induced 
to sh(M»t for me could not be persuaded to go any distance 
into the interior on account <)f his indolence, so as far as 
my ornithological collection went I hardly got anything 
but what I sliot myself; an<l as tht»re was not a single 
man who could Ik* tauglit to skin, that part of the work 
wasdtuie hen», as everywhere, on tlie whole of mv exix-di- 
tif>n by mv own iiands. I obtained manv varieties 

• • • 

and innumerable s|H.»cies of butterflies and beetles little 
or entirely imknown to Kuropean collectors. 

Of the (>apilios I captured, 1 took a long serit^s of the 

>3 
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Codiiis, which is quite iinHke its fellow of New Guiiua. 
Ceniiii, or Celebes ; also some albino species of the I\ijulh' 
Ormanus, which, although known, is very rarely seen in 
European cabinets. Of the Ornithoptera Pegasun, s<i 
closely alHed to the Prianius, that lovely and stattlv 
buttei*fly, with such an expanse of wing exhibiting m) 
much ^aeen and ^j^old about it ; and so much sought afttT 
in Europe, I captured and bred as many as 150 speii- 
mens.* The hunter I sent into the bush to shoot couM 
not be taufjjht to distinguish the common green Lorry 
from one of a rarer species, and consequently I liad s<» 
many of the connnoncr ones brought me that I verj' s«><ni 
dispensed with his services altogether. 

The Carpopluuja Concenna, which I have already 
mentioned in a previous chapter, the magnificent pigeon 
descnbed by Wallace, 1 found here, and sliot about 
twenty specimens. It measures from twenty to twenty- 
iive inches long, with grey head, neck, and breast ; it> 
back and wings are of metallic bronze colour, and its h-g^ 
and i'cet coral red. I have found as manv as twelvr 
cnoinioiis canarv nuts, which are each the size <»f a 
walnut, in its crop at one time. Of other pigeons I iin.k 
al)()Ut lhiit\ siH'c'ii's, some of which were vcrv lovth. 
tlnii' plunia^^c bring of a most gorgeous dfvcripti"!:. 
rnfoitunatcly, however, I airived at a time wlu'!i l>ini- 
Were in the nioiih. 

Tlic Kei Nlands consist of a number of coral islan<i^. 
only a Au^vX distance from one another, the Iwt) princip.il 
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Codriis, which is quite miHke its fellow of New (4iiiiua. 
Ceram, or Celebes ; also some albino species of the l\ipilii' 
OnnantiSy wliich, although known, is very rarely st»en in 
European cabinets. Of the Ornithoptera Pegasus, s<» 
closely allied to the rriamus, that lovelv and stattiv 
butterfly, with such an expanse of wing exhihitin;; n«» 
much giecn and gold about it ; and so much sought after 
in l^iUrope, I captured and bred as many as 15() speci- 
mens.* The hunter I sent into the bush to 8h(X)t couhl 
not be taught to distinguish the common green Lorry 
from one of a rarer species, and consequently I liad wi 
many of the connnoner ones brought me that I verj' wnm 
dispensed with his services altogether. 

The Carpophaga Conccnna, which I have already 
mention(;d in a previous chapter, the magnificent pigeon 
described bv AVallace, I found here, . and sliot about 
twenty specimens. It measures from twenty to twenty- 
five inches long, with grey head, neck, and breast ; its 
back and wings are of metallic bnmze colour, and its Ieg> 
and fc(*t coral red. I have found as many as twelve 
ciiornioiis canarv nuts, which are each the size of :i 
walnut, in its crop at one time. Of other pigrons I to..k 
al)()Ut tliirt\ s])ccios. some of which were vcrv lov«l\. 
tlnir plunia^^c luMUg of a most gorgeous desrriptinii 
rnloitunatcly, however, I arrived at a time when bin';- 
Were in tlie moult. 

The Kei Ulands consist of a number of coral island^. 
only a short distance from one another, the two principai 

' 'I'hi- l»\iti«'itl\ was iMiincrous hrrt'. and small nativt* uivliin** fp'i;. 
tin- CiniiMniL' liri>M;j:lit uu- (]Uaiititi«'s <laily. ivoeiviii*^ suiiif -^iiiall |i;»\ 
iiKiit in « \« liiiiiu.'*'. l>ut on iuM'ount «>f tlii' rou^jh haiulliiii^ a^Mf.it in < 
|»ri)\rtl t«> l»f w <»i tlil<'S>,. On (»iw orcasioii sonu* wvYv hroiiL'ht tn ij • 
f(.r wlmh I i»lViiiil a niini»ii>, prior, hut as I htul ajUH-arffl |nii;;v|'- i 
liltlf too . .iLT'T to ]»(>s^oss iIm'iii in\ ntVrr was iinliynaiitlx n-li;-. i 
wlirn tln\ \\«n- at on<.-«' takt'ii to thr lioiiso of the(l«nnMii tr.l. 
li\i:i'; In r»-. .iii.l \\« ir >»»1<1 t«i liiiii for Irss than lialf iiiv olVrr. 
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U'lnji Great Kei and Little Kei, on the smaller of which is 
the town of ToeaK and the seat of the Dutch Govermnent. 
The natives of Little Kei are a very mixed race, some 
U-in^' l*apuans, hut the majority consist of Malays, Arahs, 
and Chinamen, and in the market place it is a conunon 
<K*<-urrence to see a rajah, attired in some ^'audy gannents, 
hohiinhhin*^' with a man in flowing robes whom one easily 
drt<'<ts to Ih» a ha<lji. Then the Chinaman in his 
s|x»tless white linen, smokin»( his o|)ium and discussing 
th«* price of InVhe le mer or rice with a half-cast 
I'ortu^^Uese. 

The market itself in the mornin*,' presents a very busy 
ap|K-anince, an<l is overahoundin*,' in tish, bananas, and 
other trnpieal fruits. The entire population almost 
M>l«'lv <'\ist> on tish, and for a few cents one can huv 
iiimu;;1i of tliat conunodity to keep a family for some 
da\-^. 

I'he l)arlN)ur always presents luTe a busy si«,dit, with 
th«' «-ountle»^s pnius. cither loading' with beclie le mer, 
timJM'r. iVc, nr disehar^^in;^' their car^'ncs (jf cloths, 
proMHiMiis, and Kuropean ^'oods, which they have lately 
broujjht from Macassar, Hatavia. or even Sin<^'apore. 
Tlh-He praus, which are for the most part built at Har, 
a phu-e on the lar^'er island o| Kei, are very well worthy 
ot mention, inasmuch as thev are built wliollv and en- 
inelv from ^tem to stern without the aid of a ^in«de nail. 
TIh-v are made from the excellent timber IouihI in the 
f«»re>ts of (treat Kei, and bv fellin«r inanv trees the 
natives secure sutVicient for the purpose. The ad/e 
In then bri>u«;ht into re<iuisition. and verv adroitiv thev 
•*pht the trees into planks of the prop«r <lniieiiNions, 
and with tlu* Siimt* to<»l plane otf the ed;je ^M tliat eaeh 
tit*^ tlu^h witli its nei^dibour. After the mi<idle piece has 
Ufii pn»|H'rly shaiMMl and curv«'d. theM- planks are built 
up i»n either side, joined together by stron«; wooden pej:> 
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driven into holes bored for the purpose, and so closely do 
they fit that had they been turned out of a shipbuilder's 
yard they could hardly be more serviceably made. When 
the boat has been built up to the requisite height, the 
cross-beams are fixed by means of notches cut in either 
end and lashed with rattan. Thus is completed a prau 
fit almost to travel in any sea, as is often necessar}' ; and, 
indeed, experience has shown me that the South Pacific 
glassy seas, pictured so glowingly by many writers, are of 
a very angry disposition at times. 

Taking advantage of the Controlleur*s kind offer to lend 
me his steam launch for a week, I paid a visit to one of the 
smaller islands of the group, where there was a beautiful 
waterfall and a most likely place for butterflies. On my 
amving at Oot Island on the way, some few miles from 
Toeal, I found the sea was too rough to penuit contiimin;: 
on that day, so I was obliged to anchor there for the night. 
Going on shore I found the natives to be very busily einplovod 
making axes and knives, using a native forge for their 
manufacture. This forge, of which I give a small sketc-li 
I took on the spot, consists of two larg(^ ('viincltTN oi 
])amboo al)()ut three feet in height, having :i small holr 
bored in each at the base, and into each is inserted a thin 
hanihoo about two feet long, and meeting one another at 
a ])oint where is placed a small heap of eharenal. mn- 
stitntin;^^ the fire of tlu^ foi'ge. Sedated on a small franir- 
Hke ehair above tlie bellows was a J?a})uan slave, lioldin;: 
in either hand a staff, at the end of which were fastt-n* d 
hii^'e Inuiches of featheis, each resend)ling a mop. 'J'Im-m- 
were inserte(l one in each cylinder, and by punipni;: 
vigoi'oiisly caused a very considerable draught, and \\\\\^ 
tile native smith was enabled to heat the iron an«i 
manufacture his iinj)lenients, which he (hd in a ver\ 
creditable niaiuier. 

The whoKj of this small island was planted with cocoa- 
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nut trws, eacli l>earint; tin? ditTciciit marks of their 
• •wiuTs. and it is uHtonislini^ that although some may 
lirliiii>: til II man who iHThapfi lives inanv inilt^s away, and 
in anotht^r cdiintrv, and who only comes oiu-o or twice a 
vt'ar til i-i>Ilwl the nuts, there is not a beinfj who lives on 
the ixlattd wlio ooiil<) Ik' {>ersuadod to steal one. 

It niineil very heavily that ni^ht, and the small cnift, 
whi<-h was only nlMmt thirty-two feet lonjj, was in con- 
•-.■i]iii'ne<' very utu-omfortuhle. and I was tlierefore 
dn'Ui-lied to the skin. 



Xfc=^ 




On till- fiilliiwinynioniint;, tlir xm liiiviii;.' ;:(iM'iln\Mi. wc 
w.-!it >>ii to the waterfalls, whrn- w.- ;irri\.<l in lli.' aflrr- 
n Hill. ;iiid iiiiih? [)r<'|>araliinis fur iiiv -i:i\ nl a wri'k. 
Sh..ril> after we had aiu-lu.ivd th.-iv «a-. ao-.n , \. il.-ni.iit 
aiiiiiii^ till' native* oii the iiiriv;il nf a hiii^r .ain'r willi an 
.■ii..rm..iis diiyonj; ..11 l«.aid. I'lii-. . nalur. . wl.i. Ii t),.- 
iialivf^ had s|>enr^-(), resi-iiihled -nni.wlial a hi|']Mii">lamiis 
and a <-..w. and I should think v\.'i^'lj..l fully lialf a ton. 
It was ji most hideous hrute ti> lonk al. hiil t am told the 
Hcsh in very (rood to vut. 1 hud iuys<.'lE, on a pri.-vious 
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occasion, shot at them from my boat, but without 
success. 

The canoes of the natives here were quite different 
from the more Europeanised craft made at Toeal. 
From forty to fifty feet Icmg, tliey rise up in the bows to 
some twelve feet and at the stern to fully eighteen feet, 
and are decorated with rows of cowrie shells and huge 
bunches of cassowary hair and feathers of brightly 
plumaged birds. These canoes are capable of holding 
fifty or sixty men, and travel at an enonnous speed, the 
natives on board shouting and singing while dashing their 
paddles far into the water, they cast up clouds of spray 
as they go along. 

After about a week spent here, and collecting many 
interesting species of lepidoptera, I returned to Toeal. 
greatly to the disappointment of these simple islanders, 
to whom 1 had been very lavish in my presents of 
arrack and tobacco. Reaching Tocml, without anything; 
worthy of notice, on the following evening, I at once made 
])re[)aruti()ns for my visit to Great Kei, the largest island 
of lliis group iiiul the only one which is at all nmun- 
tjiinoiis. ^riu* C'ontrolleur again offered nie the usf of \\\> 
stcMiii launch, hut the weatlu^r being unpropitiou^ I 
coiisidcrt'd it more advisable to chartei* a [>rau <)\\n<«l 
by a native of Macassar then at I'oeal. 

A week or two before I had made ai*i*aiigements witli 
tiir natives who were continuallv crossin*' from the larL'tr 
island that they should build me a house high up in the 
mountains there; and rt'ceiving an intimation that it \\a> 
tinished and readx for me, I ])Ut about a fortni«,dit'^ pn»- 
xisions on hoard the prau and end)arktul with my M'l'vanl^ 
and huntei's about ten o'clock at night. 1 only ha<l ab<»ut 
twenty nnles to go, hut sometimes, if the winds an«l 
cuncnts are not favourable, these vessels take several 
days to Jiccomplish it. The owner had made it as com- 
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fortuhit' as he ix)ssibly could for me by spreading mats 
on the baintxM) floor inside. Nevertheless, the horrible 
sni«»ll of bilge water and rank cocoanut oil prevented me 
fri»ni getting any sleep at all, and I spent most of the 
night and succeeding day outside. We had, I should 
imagine. <|uite forty people on board, men, women, and 
cliildren, who had begged a passage across, and as these 
jH-nple can sleep anywhere and in any position, even 
stretched out on a bamlxw) pole, the overcrowding did 
not atTecrt them in the least, and it appeared the only 
ont- who sulTered at all in the matter was the unfortu- 
nate Inking who had chartered the craft for his own 
convenience. 

After a most horrible voyage, spent in tlie fierce 
tn»pical sun, we arrived in tlie evening of the second day 
at the st*ttlement, amid tlie beating of drums, banging 
of tom-toms, and shouts and yells of the people both on 
l>oaril and on sht)re. I at once repaired to tlu» house of 
the Pi>.st-holder. the Dutch oflicial stationed tluM'c, and 
although \\v could not sjH'ak a w<M(1 of any language but 
his own except Malay, we were obliged to converse i?i 
that tongue tt> one another. He was very pressing in 
his invitation t(» me to remain some time with him, and 
it was only t>n my promise to pay him a longer visit on 
my return I was |H»rmitted to take my departure to the 
interior. 

With the first |H»ep of dawn on the f(>II<»\\iiig morning 
tlie Po.^t-holder t<M>k me in his small boat ni\ own peoph; 
with all the provisions, iVc, being in a native prau lent 
to me for the puqH)st»; to KIraling. a \illa«^i' some few 
miles up the coast, and from whence it was necessary 
for me to obtain guides to take nie u]> the mountain 
where my h«»ust» ha<l been built. .\ i-ouple of Imhu's' hard 
pulhng. and we rounde<l a point and ran into a charming 
little sandv cove, at the hea<l of which we found the 



i86 THROUGH NEW GUINEA. 

village, where we were received in the most courteous 
manner by the Orang Kaya (native chief). 

This native was one of Nature's gentlemen. He in- 
vited us into his house, where he had prepared quite a 
magnificent feast in my honour, consisting of coffee, 
cakes, and fruits of all kinds. Here the Post-holder 
bade me farewell, and the chief at once ordered some 
sixty men to carry my paraphernalia up the mountain. 
The natives themselves, however, were very reluctant to 
go, on account of the many ghosts they said inhabited 
the higher country ; and it was not until the chief ha<l 
harangued them for quite ten minutes, reminding them 
that he had been elected their chief by the whole village, 
and if they did not intend to obey him it was useless 
having a head man at all, and with the promise of much 
tobacco from myself, that they were at last induced t<» 
start off. 

The first part of the journey was very rocky an<l 
excessively steej), but after a while, entering the denser 
forest on the mountain side, the track became better and 
more ciisily lU'cessiblr. I was now passing tlirou^^li tlit- 
niiii'iiiticciit \ir«nn forest of a countrv verv littlr known 
to tlu' wliiti' man. The luxuriant undergrowth and the 
niji</nificent tinil)er so durable and well known tbrou«di(>ut 
the Moluccas, the picturesque ravines in the liollow of 
wliich 1 found nianv waterfalls, all added to the l)eautv 
of this island. Kverv now and then from sonit* daz/lin^^ 
height I would catch a j>eep of the sea witli its man} 
httle hays and inlets, frin^^ed witli beautiful white sand, 
inipartin;^ a most peaceful appearance. I remarked the 
absence of the native vain and taro <rardens om- 
usually sees, and was told that the peoph* almost entirely 
subsist on cocoanuts and rice, obtaining the latter from 
the Iradris who visit here from Aru in exchange for the 
wooden ijowls and native crockerv, for the numufaclure 
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t»f which lliev are noted. These bowls, of which I pro- 
cured a vcr>* fine specimen, are about the size of, and 
rcstinble very much, an EngHsh wash-tub. They are 
hfwn out of the sohd bh)ck of wood bv the aid of their 
knives and adzes, and are sent to every country in the 
Mohiccas. 

Towards evening, and when I had just about had 
enough of it, I came upon the small hut which the 
natives had built for me at an elevation of 8,8(K) feet 
alHive the sea-level. It was entirelv built of bamboo 
and leaves laced together, and about twenty feet square. 
A son-y l(M)king residence, but one which, so long as it 
wouM ke(»p out the wet, would answer my purpose very 
wrll. as I was anxious to obtain specimens of natunil 
history by going into the forest from this high point 
of elevation <laily — exiK»cting to find entirely different 
**|H'eies from thost* obtainable (l<»wn below. 

After presenting each carrier with a small Dutch coin 
ami a large han<lful of tobacco in reward for his services, 
they all t<H)k their departure, and very soon afterwards 
We all were in the arms of Mort)lieus, and slept as 
roundly as |)ossible until the sun was high up the next 
morning. 

Hy following the various water-courses I captureci 
during my visit here a great many interi'sting papilios, 
some lK*ing new to the seientitic world, but there 
ap|H'ared to Ik? very few birds, and the ones 1 shot 
di«l not ap|H*ar to differ from those nf the coast. My 
hunters also took it into their heads that there were 
glio>ts and <levils roaming about in this strange and 
silent forest, antl it was onlv I»v the use of \it»lent 
threats and promisi^s of extra payment that they could 
Ik* induce<l to go anv distance awav I'roni the hut. 
Knonnous ants and centiiH'<les alM)unded e very \\ here- - 
in my bed, my clothes — and in boots that i>erhaps 1 
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had not worn for two days I was sure to find one, if 
not more, formidable scorpions ; but although these 
objectionable creatures are found in every possible nook 
and corner, I never had the misfortune to be bitten 
by any of them. Small, brightly coloured lizards would 
dart across the path at every few feet, shining in the 
sunlight like so many beautiful emeralds and turquoises. 
I also obtained a great variety of beetles, the Httle 
** Brenthidae " being the most common, jumping out of 
the way at every step one took. Sometunes, whilst 
standing up to my knees in water in a small mountain 
stream in the very depths of the forest, that beiiutiful 
and graceful butterfly, the Papilio Hestia, would come 
lazily and slowly towards me, a moment afterwards to 
find itself snugly ensconced in a triangular pai>er. In 
this way also I would take that splendid black and 
yellow Papilio Euchenor, and by means of traps set 
along the edge of the streams, consisting of sugar mixed 
with over-ripe bananas, I could very often obtain speci- 
mens of the Codrus and other high and swift flyinj: 
pnpilios I should never otherwise have been able tn 
eaj)ture. 

One morning" one of my hunters brought me one ft 
those stran^'e marsupials, the Cuscus. It is an animal 
about two feet in len^4h, and, like the opossum nt 
Australia, has a lon^^ prehensile tail. Its thiek, woolly 
coverin^^ ;^mv(^s it the ap|)earanee of a very fat Maltese 
teri'iei". and it cries verv much like an infant. After 
takinjj its skin I handed over the earease to mv bov*-, 
who (juiekly cooked and ate; it. My rambles in the 
forest (lav hv dav were productive of verv surcessful 
results, and it was with a certain amount of re^^'n-t that 
I was ohli^^cd, (»win;^^ to the discontented nature of my 
hunters and their excessive fear of the ghosts in tlh- 
forest, to return to the coast and once more live undt-r 
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tlif extreme heat of the tropical sun, for the climate I 

had lately heen experiencing at such an elevation was 

«leli«:htful in the extreme. 

Tlie Post-holder was very glad to see me again, and 

thf suq)rist» of the natives at our return was very gi*eat, 

fnr thry siiid they never expected to see us again, 

thinking the evil spirits would have made away with 

u^. Seeing these simple people were so superstitious, 

I ^ot as many as possihle together in the village one 

fvming and showed them a few sleight of hand tricks, 

an arcomplishment I have possessed in a very modest 

wav for manv years, and one I have found very useful 
• • • » 

t<» me throughout my travels in the South Seas. Their 
wiiiider at si»eing a dead chicken placed in a hat, and 
lay two line eggs hefore their eyes, and the few other 
manipulations with native money, kv.., I showed them, 
\\a^ unliounded: and when at last I told them in Malay, 
the language that most of them understood, that { was 
now ahout to turn all the men into women and v\cv 
Vf r.^ti, they all disapjM'ared in the twinkling of an eye, 
an«l it was with great ditHculty I could persuade* them 
to return. One old man followed me wherever I went 
ftir some days, until at last I stopped mid ask<'d liim 
what it was he wanted, and tluii with :i great many 
teal's he told nu» his daughter ha<l Iumii married f<»r ten 
vi-ars, hut was not hlessed with childnn, and that if I 

« 

wi»uld only come and place a covering over her as I had 
done to tlie dead chicken in tlu* hat, he was e(nifideiit that 
I could pnnhice her heart's desire. 
Here was a tix. 

What was I to <lo to keep up my reputation*/ 

Thinking for a moment. 1 told him that it was evidently 

Allah's will that no children had hem horn to htr. and 

that as it was my greatest desire to please him I enuld 

not p<3ssibly attempt to go against his wisht>s. This 
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evidently satisfied him, as he went off and T never saw 
him again. 

During the time I waited here for the prau to take me 
back to Toeal I took up my residence with the Post-holder 
and his family, who were very kind, showing me all 
the attention they possibly could. 

One evening, strolling through the village I entered the 
house of the chief, and was surprised to see the number 
of brass cannon, muskets and gongs. These I found t4> 
be of considerable value, as the natives here consider such 
articles to be real property, through whose medium they 
purchase their wives, slaves, and plantations. There 
were also several small elephant tusks, which had 
evidently been purchased from the Arab tmders. 

This village was noted for the manufacture of ix)ttery. 

and the bowls, jars, and pots are very creditably Hia<le, 

afterwards finding their way even as far as SingaiK)re. 

After being shaped in the clay they are painted with 

grotesque designs by the women, and great trouble 

and care is spent upon them. These women, in a 

trreat iiiiinv instjiiices, had very fine features, and oiu* 

especially, the dau^^htcr of the chief, was a most l)cautifnl 

^qii, ami were it not for the fact that her teeth wen- 

spoiled from the constant use of the betel nut slu* would 

liave l)een as near perfection as possible in face and form. 

It is the custom with the nuMi to file their teeth down t" 

the very ed^H» of the gum, an operation which imparts a 

very re[)ulsive look totluMi' features, and 1 should ima^niie 

a very painful one to luider^^^o. 

A few (lays before* leavin<^^ accompanied by a natixt- 
i^aiide, 1 made an expedition over the mountains to tiie 
sea on the other side of the island, and was well repaid 
for the journ^'V l>y the capture of many interest in;^ 
sj)eciniens. Oik^ village we passed through on tht 
way, and hi;^di up in the mountains, was inhabited 
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l>\ a people entirely diflferent from those on the 

coast. Thev had lon^, frizzly hair and features of the 

Tapuan type, and their skin much darker in colour. 

Tluv were evidently not accustomed to the si<^ht of so 

>tran«'e a l)i'in*j as mvself, for thev all ran awav at mv 

approach into the forest, leaving the villa<(e deserted, and 

althou«(h I called many times and my *(uide shouted to 

them to come hack, thev could not he induced to show 

themselves. 

Li'avin*; a small present of tohacco on a stone in the 

\illa*;e I passed cm, thinking how piteous it was to s(»e so 

iit-ar to civilis4ition such a wild and ignorant people. A 

liay or two later, the prau hein*^' ready, I said t^^oodhye to 

<irrat Kei. and late that ni^dit, hy the aid of a fair wind 

and twenty stn»n^ men as rowers, arrived at Toeal, 

not at all sorry to he once more in my com fort a hie prise »n 

alMMh*. Here I found an invitation from the French 

Jfsuit missionaries, stationed some few miles distant, to 

pay them a visit, which I «^ladly did shortly afterwanls, 

and foimtl them very hospitahle. Their Mission House, 

situated in the middle of one of the larj^'tst villa^'es in 

thf Kei iNhuhU, is a vt-ry lar«^'i' one and comfortahly 

huilt, havin^r an enormous verandah runiiin;: ri<^dit roun<i 

It. .\djoinin;: this is the church, a vrry tint' rditicc huilt 

of W(nm1. and capahle of holding' from three to four hun- 

dn-d {M'ople. On the outside of this huildin«^' i^ erectrd 

as I U'lieve is usual in the churches of thiN onlrr a larj^'e, 

life-:^ize ti^^Mire of our Saviour. The ima;:^ lurr was a 

present from some heneticent person in lunnpe. They 

tohl m<' that on its arrival and durin;: its tit rtion it had 

suthlenlv ct»nnnence<l tt» rain verv heaxilv, when t»nf of 
• • • 

the natives had run intt» the house un^t n hv anv one, 
and fetched am umbrella, the hamlle of whiih he tied to 
the arm of the figure, and when a few moments later the 
pa<lre arrived on the scene* he was scandalised tt» find 
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crowds of natives singing and shouting around it thus 
equipped — for these natives, so unHke the Papuans of 
New Guinea, are of a most excitable and joyful nature, 
reminding one of so many school children running riot in 
a playground. 

When at Toeal I had many opportunities of observing 
the convicts in the prison, which had been built within 
a few yards of the old edifice wliere I resided. The 
extreme laxity of the warders and the excessive licence 
offered to the delinquents was evidently fully appre- 
ciated by them. From daylight until dark their cell 
doors were never shut, and when they were not working 
on the roads they were generally seated in groups in 
front of my house playing at cards or stretched on their 
backs fast asleep. On Sundays they were allowed to 
work for any one, and I always employed sevenil of them 
to go into the forest to shoot for me, and I have no doubt 
when I went awav thev missed the ** Tuan Ingris " who 
paid them so well for shooting such siUcall and to them 
uninteresting birds. 

Olio niornin*' \\ man iirrived all tlio wav from (in.it 
I\('i, having heard of my powers as a wi/anl. Souk- 
seven or eight days })reviously, it appeared, he had 
aecideiitly chopped off one of his fingers. Takiii^^ tlie 
(lisnienihered portion lie stuck it on his hand. wrappiiiL' 
th(" whole up in some cotton cloth, but finding after snnu 
(lays it had not joined itself again, he took the tii«-t 
opporlunity to cour' aci'oss and ask nie to make him 
another finger. It was quite a wonder that blooii 
poisoning had not set in, for the ])Utrid finger wa^ all 
clotted into the wound. It was with some difVicultx I 
separated it and dressed his hand. 

Just at this time 1 sutl'i^red V(»ry much from the bite 
of some small insect which attacked me when walking: 
in the loiii: «rrass in the forest. This minute creature. 
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which res<»iiibles a ^rain of cayenne pepper, burrowed 
iK-ncath the skin of luy feet and ankles, creating a 
nn»st intense* irritation which would last for four or 
rive ilays. This happened every time 1 went off the 
|Mith into any j^niiss, and after a while my ankles and 
f<ft broke out with several m(»st obstinate and inHamed 
ulrt'r>. eating right into the bone, not only preventing 
WW fn»iu walking, but confining me to the house, 
wlu-re I was obliged to lie in a recund)ent position 
owing to the (»xcessive pain when standing. Wounds of 
this kind are alwavs verv difficult to heal in troi)ical 
rlimatrs. an<i with every care and precaution, suffering 
intenM'ly the whoK* time, it was (piite six weeks before 1 
was able to bear a shot» again. 

'I'h«' Kajah of TmNil, a veritable <landy, who was always 
fin"-M*d in the latest of Kei Island fjishion, with a gold- 
fMibroidrrftl smoking cap and many coloured robes on, paid 
WW a visit one morning, and it was with the greatest dilVi- 
rully I could prevent him from stealing everything his eye 
ht nil. Hut the special attraction wa^ a |)air of field boots 
li«- «aut:ht sight of on the verandah. He be;:ge(l me very 
hard to give him these, and prumised me everything lie 
had, and more that he ha<i not, if I would only let him put 
them nn and walk off through tlu^ town in them, llow- 
e\«r. I was olulurate, referrin*^' him to tiie Chinaman V 
**tore. wh«'re he could for a few guelder^ pureliMM' a i>air of 
>andaU «»r even white canvas sIhh's. '* iJut. ' he sai<l, *' 1 
lia\e not a few 'guelders,' *' and then lie\\(pt and br<»u;:ht 
all his |H'rsuasive powers into activity a;jain f«»r tin- loan 
of t\\t» ru|>ees. This time he mi^lit have iM-rn more 
suecessful, if it Were only to g«*t rid of him. hut at that 
moment mv Chinese b(»v, Anthonv, interpoM-d. and in- 
formed nu* that the Hajah was in his debt to the sum of 
two ni|>e(*s twenty cents, and although he ha<l been eoii- 
tinually dunning him for the past month for its return, 

14 
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had not been sitcceHsful. I therefore told tlu' old scoundrel 
I was ashantfil nf him, which, appartrnlly. had littUr 
effect. I told him also that if he wnidd Wmj- mo fuuk 
and &uit or eggs I woold boy them, attd then be could 
pay back the money he owed, and he foithfolly {somiBed 
he wonld do bo, bnt I never saw him again. 

On the 6th of May my yacht came 6xuxi Aostralia, tod 
her arrival caused immense excitement in the town, pec^le 
coming in from oil puis of the " blakang tanna " (back 
country), to see the "capnl oier" (sailing ship), or the 
" capul Ingris " (English ship), as theyc^led it. Immedi- 
ately she dropped anchra I went on board, and the c^ttain 
handed me the ship's n^iister and papers, and informed 
me that on the passage up he had had the misfortone to 
break the main boom and had been oUiged to lower tiie 
top mast and utilise it. I was so anxious to get on to the 
Am Islands that I said I would -start tite next day, and 
he could then get another boom out of the forest there. So 
the rest of the day was spent in packing np my numerous 
collections and getting them on board. 



CHAPTER V. 
I hi:rAiM rou Aur— ahiuval at dohho — chkap storks — 

I SHOOT SOMK DKKH— I KNiJAdK SOMH HTNTKUS — A 
S( rUVY TKICK — I MOVK ON TO MAYKHOH — \VK HUN 
ON TO A HKKK — THK MrUDKH Ol' A (HINKSK TUADKU 
-MY HrNIKKS DKSKUT MK -THK (IIIKF STKALS MY 
riiAUS I IMHCHASK A LIVK TAHADISK BIRD. 

Thk lU'Xt (lav, tlie 7th of Mav. I l)i(l faivwcll to Toeal amid 
thr ^houtiii;,'s of tlu* natives, who had «^'ath('red down to 
thr shon* to view my di'imrtun', and after two days' sail 
arnvt'd at Dohlwi, the chief settlement in the Am Islands. 
1>oI»Im> i> a villa;,'e on the island of Wanima. and is 
Nil Mill. "d on a narniw projection of sand only just wide 
enou^rh to |K'rmit of the erection of a few houses. In the 
>t»ulli-ra>t nmnsoon vessels anchor on one side of the villa»^'e 
and in the north-west monsoon on ihf other. It is o(iui)ied 
principally hy Chinese and iiur^'is iradtis from Macassar, 
who Come in tlu»ir pnius with a fair wind of the on(» 
moiisiNin and return with the otlu-r. taking' hack with them 
jM'arl sh«dl and hechelemerin exjlian^^e for clothes, knives. 
aiJ'l e\en nnaiev which thev hrin«' with them.* 

Tliv Am iNliindn iirt* l>y iu> iiK'an^ tlu' l*-a^t iinpoi t.int of l)utc)i 
|Hi^.M*o^iotis, for fnmi Dohlio ali)ii«*. tilth<>n;;)i oiilv iM-rupifd l>\ Hur;»i;* 
»iii«l ChiiifM.' and no Kuro)HMii vwr liunllv \i-.it-. lu-n* iii:iii\ 
t)ii>iiH.iiiilH of |m>uii<1m* W(»rth of native pichImcc art' i>i|M>i-t<Ml unnuallx : 
thf |»rni('i|»al. a** I havt* gaid, l^'in^^ pi-arl and toitnwt* slnll, trfp.iiiv; or 
btri'ht.' le URT. 

1»3 
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Immediately I arrived I went on shore to pay a visit to 
the Post-holder, for the Dutch Government has placed an 
official here to look after the interests of the pearl fisher}' 
and to prevent the importation of arrack into the countr>*. 
But from my observation regarding the packing of the 
smaller shell, of prohibitive size, and from the jollifica- 
tions of the people, I do not consider his presence has 
anv restraint over the one or the other. Unfortunat^lv I 
found that this gentleman had gone to the blakang tanna, 
and was not expected back for twenty days. This was 
the more annoying as it was absolutely impossible to 
procure native hunters without his help, on account of the 
thoroughly indolent disposition of everybody here. I had 
nothing therefore to do but to wait patiently until his 
return, occupying my time meanwhile in enlarging the 
saloon and my cabin, painting the ship, and cutting and 
making a new boom. 

The description given of this place in Wallace's ** Malay 
Archipelago " is correct even to-day, and it well might l)e 
but only a day ago that he was here and wrote about it 
instcjid of ovtM- forty years, for the people, who aro not at 
all an ambitious lot, have not altered one single Iioum'. 1 
hclu'vc. 

In all the stoies you can buy l^uroiK'an arlirh's -tnr 
instance, straw liats, soa}), cotton cloths, canvas boot-*. 
plates and dishes, gaudy coloured handkerchiefs, and even 
clothes are to he puichased for very moderate suni^ 
consideiin^ the gri-at journey they have made. I l)ou;^]it 
some Ion;.;, caii(\ deck-chairs and many other little knick- 
knacks of Muropean nianul'acture. 

On the 17th of June tlie steamer arrived, this heintr tlie 
faitliest port of call of the Shii)ping Co.'s. steamers, except 
that twice oi" thi-ei' times a vear tliev are imder contrari 
with the 1 )utch (lovernnient to go on from here to 141" otV 
the coast of New (luinea, where their possessions meet tlu- 
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British portion. Here they he for forty-eight hours and in 
tlie wet season quite out of sight of land, as the shallowness 
nf the water there and the numerous reefs will not }>erniit 
nf their getting within a mile or so of the coast. 

The ControUeur of Kei was on board, having come to pay 
an official visit to these islands, and the same afternoon he 
paid me a visit on the yacht, accompanied by the portly 
Post-hohler, who had returned to Dobbo the previous 
evening. He gave me messages to the chiefs in the south 
of tht» group, re(piesting them to help me in every way 
thev could. 

« 

ih\ this day I s{>ent a few hours in the forest and was 
fortunate enough to procure two magnificent sj^ecnuens 
of the Sambur deer, which have been imported and are 
now to l)e found in gn?at ([uantities here. That evening, 
at my earnest request, the Post-holder paid me another 
visit, bringing with him several natives, who called them- 
Mdvt»s Portuguese, for me to engage as hunters, but he 
told mc it w<»re In'tter for me to go to another island in 
the group if I desired to get any work out of them, as they 
an* so lazv and will do nothing unless awav from home. 

.Vftermuch trouble and manv iouriicvs into the forest mv 
captain foun<l. on the island of Wokan. a mile or two 
distant, a suitable tree for a boom, aii<l having felled it I 
engagi'd f«»rty natives to drag it to the beach some mile 
and a half distant. This took the whole of our dav. and 
for tvn succeeding ones my captain, boatswain, and crew 
wen* hard at work making it into the spar 1 reijuired. 

It was just finished, and a few hours brfnre I intt*nded 
getting it <»n lx»ar<l some one came off and told me to 
come and look at it. From his lonks and j^'estures 1 
fean*d there was something amiss. an<l jum})ing into my 
gig was pulled asliore, tmly to find that s«»nie se«»undrel 
had, with a tine saw, cut right through the centre, leaving 
but an inch or so to kei*p it together. This blackguardly 
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act must have taken some considerable time to accomplish . 
and although I offered a reward big enough to purchase 
a really good spar from a shipwright's yard at home, I 
never succeeded in discovering the culprit. Suspicion 
fell very heavily on the only carpenter in the island, a 
Chinaman, whom I had previously engaged to help make 
the alterations on the ship, but who had stolen so many 
odds and ends every time he came on board that after 
two days I paid him for what he had done and jM^litely 
infonned him that if he showed his pigtail within a 
hundred yards of the ship again I would cut it off. 

Here was a pretty go, a fortnight's hard work for all 
mv men wasted and no boom ! 

Luckily the old one had not been thrown awav. so 
re-adjusting it I set sail on the following morning for 
Maykror, one of the more southern islands of the grouj), 
and taking with me eight hunters. Owing to headwinds 
and contrary tides, however, the journey, which could 
have been taken in only a few hours, was not accom- 
plished under four days. On the second day out my 
man at tlu^ masthead must have gone to sleep, for wr 
ran on to a reef, l)ut luckily there was hardlv anv win«l 
and the s(»a as smooth as glass, so that after a very short 
(lelav and with the aid of two ked^re anchors we manaireil 
to <{et olT without anv dama<u^ l)ein<^ done. On Sunday 
afternf)on I ai'iived at the mouth of th(» Watelai river 
nfter many hours' heating up the Wannamhai Straits. 

In the evenin^^ the tide being in our favour, wt- 
niana<j:ed to (h'ift u]) tlu* river for about two miles, and 
anchorecl at the mouth of a small creek on the south side. 
This cieek 1 found to he only navigable for a boat for 
about :i nnle. At the head of it I found a small stream 
of fresji water. 

Here I found, half hidden by the thick under*rrowth 
and completely surrounded by the huge trees of this 
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vir<rin forest, one solitaiy lioiise, if indeed I could give 
it such a dignified cappellation. It certainly was a 
<hvelling, for it contained at least forty people, with an 
interior of not more than twenty feet square. This 
was the ver\' house occupied l)y the man whose name is 
so famihar to ever>' naturalist — I refer to Alfred liussell 
Wallace — and occupied as it was in his time, hy numerous 
faniihes, who greeted me with most vociferous acclamations 
of joy. And although they are the children and grand- 
children of those the great naturalist found here, they 
have nither gained than lost the faculty of speech. Kvery 
onr apiH'are<l to try and shout louder than his fellow and 
oiu* and all crowded round my hoat, and laughed and ran 
and jump:*d for joy. 

Mv <-ollections. I am sorrv to sav, got on hut slowlv, 
owing to njv la/.v hunters, who would start otT at 
snnris4» with an amount of energy that would inspire 
ont' with the hope that th(\v would return over- 
ladt-n with the good things of the forest, hut immediately 
tlii'V were out of sight thev would make for the nean^st 
nativf hous<' to remain there until the sun was fast sink- 
iii«r in the west, when thev would return with the news 
that ** This plact* he no good, place helong me he plenty 
g<MMl t<M» nnich," meaning to say that if i wniiM only take 
ihem hack thev would he ahle to hring me evervlhiiig. 
which I knew would Ih» nothing. 

A few days after I arriveti here a Chinaiuaii passed 
me in his prau. and I told him it wmild \)v better 
for him to anchor near me and not attempt the 
smaller creek ; but he wanted to anchor close to the 
one solitairv house, as he could then trade hetter 
and with less trouble with the families it contained. 
Tht» next morning at daylight the news was brought 
me that he had been nnuclered and his shi}> burn<*d. I 
at once went to the Hcene and found his body strip|HMl 
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of all clothing and tied by the pigtail to a mangrove 
stump. 

There was an enormous wound in the left side, ap- 
parently made by a parang (Malay knife), which had been 
so forcibly driven into his side that there was a small cut 
where the point had shown itself on the other side, com- 
pletely disembowelling him. The only man he had with 
him to help him sail his prau was a half-caste Malay and 
Burgis, whom I at once sought and interviewed. I found 
him, not far away, standing on the bank of the creek and 
in conversation with a bloodthirsty looking ruffian, who 
had as much low-caste Javanese blood as he had Papuan 
in his veins, and who was evidently in league with the 
sailor. I asked him how it happened, and how it came 
that the ship, of which I saw the charred remains, was 
burned, and that he was on shore with his boxes and all 
his clothes, and yet the Chinaman's were all burned. He 
told me he was awakened in the night by the fire, and 
hastily taking his own things managed to land in safety. 
And he first said he thought the wild people had come 
down from the interior and murdered the Chinaman and 
set fire to tlie vessel, and afterwards he said that the 
Chinaman liad killed himself when he saw his prau on tire. 
This 1 knew to be impossible, as the wound had evidently 
been delivered from behind. Also I knew that the natives 
in Am are a very friendlily disposed people, and even if 
they were not they are of such a superstitious natuix^ that 
nothinj^^ could have induced them to have come in the 
ni^dit to commit such an atrocity. He ap|)eared to Ik? very 
frijj[htened of me and was so anxious that I told him there 
was no doubt hut that he was the murderer himself. 1 
learned later in the dav that the Chinaman had a valuable 
p(^arl on hoard, which he had found in a j)earl oyster, and 
also threj hundred judders, and my firm belief is that 
this miserable scoundrel waited till tlie poor man wa^ 
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!isltH^*j» in his blink and lying on his face — a common 
«»non;:h custom amongst natives — and then stabbing him 
fnini al)ove had robbed him of his pearl and money, and 
st't tiri* to the ship in the hope that the body would be 
c«»nsumed in the flames. On mv return to Dobbo I 
infornuMl the Post-holder of my convictions, who immedi- 
atflv sent for tlie man and had him arrested, but whether 
he ever received the ])unishment which his offence 
ileservt'd it is hard to sav. 

'hilif 'ith. The nnu'der has had sucli an effect on my 
hunters, or at least tliev pretend it has, that thev (me and 
all n»fuse to go into the forest and insist on returning 
home. I said I intende<l remaining, even if I had to go 
into the forest bv mvself. 'I have often thought how 
miraculous it is that, however far one may take a native 
awav from his home, \w has alwavs means of hearing 
from his relations, and the only message he ever receives 
In that they are indisposetl and re(iuire his })resence before 
llien* is any ehaiice of their becoming convalescent.! 
Tliev all siiid that their wives, fathers, mothers, cousins. 
Ml fart all their relations, were so seriouslv ill that unless 
thev innnediatelv returned thev would all die. I told 

• • • 

tht-m I Would not pay them any wages at all, and would 
re'pient the I'ost-holder at Dobbo to make them give back 
the eloth and knives I had already ))ai<I them in advance. 
and that tht>ir time was not up for another month ; but 
thev were olxlurate and said, with a smile, in their verv 
lM*st Malay, that the Tuan Mister miLrht certainly ^peak 
t«i tin* Post-holder as nnich as he liked, but nne thing wa^ 
ei*rtain —they would go home and n<»tliing sli«»ul(l induce 
them to stav. 

TlieV therefore ol)taine<l a lar«:e canne fr(»m ^ome other 
natives, an<l started off to I )«»bbu witlnmt an\ waives. I 
afterwanls learne<l that thev had receivtMl intimation that 

ft 

Doblx^was now oveiHo wing with pe(»ple. Traders from 
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Java, Ceram, Singapore, and all parts of the Moluccas 
had arrived, and in fact the societv season had com- 
nienced, therefore little wonder was it that they preferred 
to lie ahout and roam at will in the stieets of so animated 
a town, to the more monotonous occupation of catcliin*; 
buttei*flies and shooting paradise birds in a lonely forest. 

I set sail the next moniing for Maykror, a village further 
south, to ascertain its advantages as a collecting ground 
later. We arrived the same evening and anchored a few 
hundred yards off the sliore. The village was a model of 
cleanliness, and was inhabited by a people who differ most 
materially from the natives of Wannambai, who are f(»r 
the most part Papuan with some Ceram, some Malay, and 
a little Chinese blood in their veins, exhibiting one of the 
most extraordinary mixtures of breeding it is possible* to 
imagine. Here they are very much l)righter in colour, 
and are distinctly desceiulants of the earlv Portu^niest^ 
navigators, and although a great many had l)()ught Am 
women for tlieir wives, the majority of them had women 
of their own nationality -if it is possible to strain the ])oint 
luid Jicknowledgc them to belong to any one ]):u-tiful:n- 
race. 

Xcvci'thdcss they were all dressed in cotton eloihint: 
and begged me to sell them soaj). I may here mention 
thnt this was the first and only occasion during tlie wlioL' 
period of my ex])editions that 1 was evi-i- aske<l foi- tlii^ 
eonmioditv. I wa^ luekv enoii'di to have with nie t\\«» 
or three eases, and by its means I was enal)le<l to pui-elia^«- 
fowls and eggs. The foi'mer ai'e in great <lemand thi*oUL:h- 
out the whole gronp, the natives oftentimes askin;^ a-- 
much a> two giieldcis .'Js. Id.) a])ieee for tlani. Ihit 1 
seeni'ed as many ;is I wanted foi* half a bar of soap, vahu 
'Jd. eaeh. I found a church, a school, and a ]>nttery, h)r 
tlie natives here send out many thousands of earthen ]»ot^ 
to far-awav i^lnnds every vear. 
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The women were very comely to look at, being fat and 
well cared for, which is not usual amon<(st Papuan tribes. 
The Oning Kayer (rich man or chief) ])ai(l me a visit 
directly 1 let go the anchor. He was dressed in a black 
coat and hat with white trousers and boots, which kept 
him in a constant state of unrest the whole time he was 
nil lH»ard. If I would only stay, he said, h(» would help 
me in every way and make some of his ]H'o))le work for 
lilt*. Hut instead of helping me he heli)ed himself, for I 
fMund after he had gone that a bo.\ of cigars and a bottle 
of rum I had produced in his honour had disa))])eared. 
He had passt^l them ov<»r the shi])'s side while I was down 
Im'Iow for a moment, and mv own steward told me he saw 
him do it, but thought I must have given them to him. 

I tried in vain to s<'e him afterwanis, but was alwavs 

• 

infoniii'd he had gone into the forest and no one knew 
uhiTe to find him. This was the result of a littl<* civilisa- 
tii»n. he having receivt»d his education vi/., his knowledge 
of rlothes) at Ambovna; for in l)ol)bo, where there an' 
no <-ourts t»f justice nor police, and only one olVicial, 
himself a half-castt», and for whom the people care little 
or nothing, the natives, who are about as ignorant and 
bl«M»dthii"sty looking a lot of cut-throats as it would be 
jMiHsible to tinil anywhere on the face «»f tlie globe, can 
|>o«*itively leave their Ikmiscs <»p( n and unguarded day and 
night without fear of molestation or robbery : and although 
a man will <*heat his neigbboui- over a <ieal, and is con- 
sid«*red a smart fellow for so doing, petty larceny or ciinie^ 
of this sort, which sehlom or iievei- <»ccin\ aie linked upon 
with universal ill favour. 

JuM iK'fon* leaving this village I ob^« rved a si^^ht which 
<'auMMl me to mtnhfv mv conclusions abdut the cleaidiiiess 
of tlu'se |)eoi)le. A man wa^ xpiatlni^^ on the gnauid 
with a naked girl,alM>ut fifteen years of a;:e, lai«l across his 
legs, while witli the |M»int of a knife he was literally 
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picking out the parasites from her hea<], mid 1 fwlt as 1 
gazed upon the slaughter that I would have ifiven the 
price of a good many fowls which I had dome on »hnn> to 
purchase to have missed the sight. I will be indulgent, 
however, and say that perhaps they had run f)Ut of soap 
for some time, and now that they had it again things would 
change. 

My cook took a stroll into the forest one evening, and ' 
was rewarded with a very fat wild pig which he shot, and 
which kept the yacht going for a few days in fresli meat. 
Just before leaving this place a native hnjught me, in a 
small bamboo cage, a very fine specimen of the great 
paradise bird. It was a fiuu male, and I instantly bought 
it, and very soon afterwards transferred it into a large 
cage which one of my sailors made for it. Becoming 
very tame, it would feed out of my hand, and lived for 
many months afterwards, and every one on board became 
much attached to it. 



CHAPTER VI. 

UKTIKN TO DOBBO — A (;AY SKASON — THE ARRIVAL OF 
THK STKAMKR — COCK FKJHTINCl — A NATIVE BCRIAL 
iiROCNl) — NATIVE LEGENDS — A DEAD CHIEF — A 
LOATHSOME CEREMONY — MY STEWARD MCTINIES — 
ARRIVAL AT AIDOEMA — I VISIT A WOMAN CHIEF — 
TRITON BAY — I DISCOVER THE ANCIENT REMAINS OF 
FORMER ENOLISH HABITATIONS — TeIuUBLE MAN 
TRAPS — DEPART FOR ETNA BAY. 

On tlu' i5tli of July I Jirrivt^d in Doblx) at^'jiin with a fair 
wiiHl.aiid I iiiav liert* sav that this was the first I had 
fiicniiiitfrrd since settin^^ sail in these waters, and I am 
ni»t the Hi*st to travel in the South Seas who lias com- 
plained of the CMerk of the Weather treating' him with 
M^aiit courtesy in this resiH»ct. As a rule, if you desire to 
tnivt I ni»rth the wind invariahly hlows from that (juarter, 
if south, it comes from the south, and the same rule exists 
for «-vi*ry otluT jM)int of tht* compass. 

|)<»hlM) |>resente<l a very ditVerent appearance imw. 
There Were hundre<ls of people, wlio had arrived during 
my absence, who had brought car^^oes of samn^s. plates, 
knivi's. an<l luanv other articles to trade with the natives 
for tlieir tripan^ — [>earl shell, beche le nier, lorlnise shell, 
and (»tlier island produce. 

The pnius. which numberi'tl considerably over a hun- 
dred, were all luiuled Up on the beach, and men were soon 
caulking' them with chinam ami paintin«4 them, preparatory 
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to tliL'ir departure : for the trading bcjisdu, wliicli diM.**; not 
last long, will noon he ovtir for tlii! yeiir, mid l)ol»lxi a^ain 
disserted, save for the few reiuaiuitig Cliiiiaiiicii wlio are 
an lieavily in debt in more civiIlBtid [Hirls nf l]w worM 
tliiit tlu'y clinose to remain here to sleep smd smoke away 
anothgr year. 

The morning after my urival I started into the finest, 
and after walkmf; along the b^Kih for aboat a mile tamed 
in past several muigrove swaxoips to higher gToond and 
had a very spcceasfnl day. It is not my intention to 
describe here the vaiions hitin I shot, which I have 
included in the Appendix of this vdnme, Imt I cannot 
leave the Arn Islands vrithont mentioning a few facts 
coul^ming the large, black cockatoo vrhich I fint met 
with here-^the Maerogfpswm, . atenimwn. This bird, 
which has a plaintive note. and_ one .qoite nnlike the shiill 
scream of the cockatoo of Australia, is entirely black 
vrith the exception of . the cheeks, which are a bii^t 
red. There is a powdery sabstance covering the whole 
plumage, and which I first took to be dust, but found 
afterwards to be the secretion cliaracteristic of the 
cockatoo family. Its heu<l is enonnous in comparison to 
tlie body, which is very small and weak, and it owns a 
large, hooked bill of astounding strength. It lives princi- 
pally on the kernel of the canary nut, which it expertly 
cracks. 

To those of my readers who have met with the canan.' 
nut and are, therefore, cognisant of the hardness of its 
sliell, I need say nothing, but to those who have been 
less fortunate (1 say less fortunate advisedly, for the nut 
itself is most delicious, resembling a new walnut or 
filbert), I say that the canary nut requires a very hard 
blow with a sledge-hanuner to make any impression on it 
at all, and I have spent somethuoa a quarter of an hour 
with an ordinary hanuner before getting at the nut inside. 
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This bir<l, however, takes it endways in its bill, saws 
away until it outs a notch in it and then, hy fixing this 
notch in the lower mandible, by a supreme effort breaks 
off a {Nirtion of the shell. Then with the upper mandible, 
which is lon«^ and sharply pointed, it picks out the kernel, 
which is innnediately seized by its prehensile t()nti:ue. 

On the 17th of July the steamer arrived, brin<;in^ me 
four Macassar men I had en«(a«:;ed as hunters from Kei, a 
frc-ih supply of provisions, and three thousand more cart- 
ridu'c-i, so that I was now enabled to leave for the 
|»r«»miM*d lan<l of all naturalists — New (ruinea. 

Tlir pi'opic of Am are extremely fond of cock-li^htinii[, 
antl iifarlv evcrv man owns a favourite bird, which he is 
always n-ady an<l willin*; to back a^^'ainst his nei«^dil)our's. 
It is no un'ommon si^dit to set' them sitting' on tht? 
«:r«»und with an mormous rooster standing' u]) between 
tlnMr if;;s. m:i-i.sa^nn<^ it, an o|>cration apparently very 
niiit'h rnjoycfl by the bird, who remains perfect ly still, 
whether iin his feet or his bavk. dinin;: the whole 
• ip^ration. 

'I'he Aru women wear a considerable mmibei- of (orna- 
ment-. I»ut the men, like all true Papuans, wear b\ far the 
;^'reater uuml»er. The ear-iin^^'s wnm by the wnmrn are 
matle «»f eopp«'r nr silver in the sbap*- ^^\ ,\ plain bai*. wbieii 
Is p.i^M-d thriiu;;h a hole in tiie ImIm'. ami t\\i-tr«l M\rr su 
that the en<ls cro^-.. and when there is n<> wu^vr lonin. the 
sides and top i»f the ear aie treated likrwi^t . 1 Jia\e 
sfiMit times seen so many of the»»r ear-riiiL:^ that the ears 
iif the Wearer were eompletelv piilhd o\.i with the 

Weight. 

nm^idf th«' houses and under lln' « a\«- can be srcii 
baskets in rows for tlie fowU t.» !a\ in Inside, red. 
jjre«*n, and l)lue lorries, and half-star\rd nati\e ilo^^s. 
pii:-. anil cats roam at will. 

In the eveuiuji melancholy Mala\ si.n^s an- heard issuin;,' 
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from the praus and beach, while mixed with the noise 
of Jews'-harps, tom-toms, and perhaps a moiith-ortran, 
can be heard an occasional Portuguese hymn-tune sun*; 
to Malay words. In the midst of all some frantic yells, 
shouts, and screams are heard and one is made aware thai 
an interesting cock-fight is taking place. 

Just outside the village, and a little way along the sandy 
shore, I came upon the native burial-ground, and another 
instance of the honesty of those far-away savages is 
evinced by the fact that on each tomb I found very many 
of the shell armlets so much sought after and prized 
by the natives, and which occupy some months in their 
manufacture. These probably the property of the 
deceased, are laid upon a wooden ornament which marks 
his burial-place, and yet none are ever stolen. 

I did not stay to examine the graves, as the native who 
accompanied me, and who spoke Malay fairly well, 
informed me that the people did not like any one looking 
upon their tombs, and knowing that any trespass of this 
kind is always resented, I respected their superstition and 
caiiK* away. 

Tlu'rc are many legends among tlie inliabitants ot tln-r 
islands, generally told by the old men. and al\\a\- 
tlioi'oughly believed in l)y the ])eople. Tlie })rinei|)al i- 
that many veai's a<ro some stran«vrs arriyed in bii: ^ini-^ 
and touglit with them, earrying away tlieir elnrf^ and a 
great lunnhcM- of women and children, wliom tliry >tiil 
believe to he alive, and are continually askin;^^ of ih* 
tiadeis who now visit the group if they have lieard an\ 
tidings of them. When I was (piestioned alniut tii» i: 
whereabouts 1 said that wherever they went to it wa- 
({uite certain that they wei'e dead long a«,^o, wlM'reu}>"n 
the\' scoiiifulK told nie 1 di^hi't know anythin«r at ail 
about it. Were not they themselves alive, and thm" 
fathers had t(»](i them of theii* chiefs' ca})ture ? 
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S<) had not the chiefs themselves told their children 
;iii<l whv did thev, the children, not come back ? 

I had many messages given me by these simple people 
to give these imaginary ones, all of which 1 faithfully 
pri»niised to deliver if 1 ever met with them. 

Before I left the group I anchored at a small village on 
t!ir island nf Wassia to take in water, as the water of 
I )ohh<» was so had, and indeed, if there hap])ened to he a 
ilrought, 1 have no conce))tion how the inhabitants would 
••\i>t, for there is no river in the whole grou}), and with 
thr rxct'jition of one or two very small creeks, all the 
watrr obtaiui'd by the people has to be dug for, and is 
4*ons«M|uently of a very brackish nature. 

At the village I found a grrat concourse of ))e()})le who 
tiad com«* from a long distance, as the chief of the i)lace, 
who happened to be an old an<I intluential man, had died 
>«im«* t'vo wt»eks previously. 'I'lie body, wliicii was not 
\ft buried, was lai<l out on a bamboo st;ige inside the 
|>!-incipal house in the village. There were great lamen- 
tations, doleful songs were sung, and tom-toms beaten 
withiMit ci*asing all day and night. an«l it app(are<l tiiat ever 
^iiu'r the man <lie<l weird noises and nmcli siiouting had 
bt-eu carrie<l on from sunrise to ^uiiMt. and so all through 
thf night ; also they nevt*r seemed to tire <»! keeping \igil 
beside the corpse of tlu* once ]»owritul warrior. I sent 
Home of mv men into the houx- to ^^r(• what the body 
jiMiked like, but tliev vt»rv so(»n came a\\a\. ^a\in«' it was 
terril»lv swollen, and In'ing eaten by th«' thousands of 
ants which were cniwling all ovir it. 

Tli«* dav I amve<l, I wa^ infoinu'd, \\a> the one on 
which the last rite was to bt* performed, and althon«:h 
I did not |)t»rsonally go ashore to vet- thi^ loathsome 
c"rem<»ny, one or two of my people du\, an<l they told 
uie that the l)ody, which had assumed huge pro])or- 
tions, was taken out of the house and laid on another 

'5 
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bamboo stage raised about three feet from the earth. 
The head and feet being fastened with rattan at eithtT 
end, the body sank shghtly towards the centre, and 
owing to its terribly decomposed condition a thick, 
dark, mattery fluid emerged and dropped to the ground. 
Natives now came from all parts, and holding out 
banana leaves or cocoanut shells caught some and 
drank it, thereby believing that they were imbibing the 
virtues of their dead chief. It was with a sense of 
sickening horror that I ordered my captain to heave up 
the anchor and make sail as fast as possible from a phuv 
where the people filled me with so much loathing and 
disgust. 

July \SSth. — I steered a straight course for Aidoema, an 
island on the east coast of Dutch New Guinea, and after a 
tolerably fair passage I arrived at the Straits of Aidoema, 
and entering at the south end anchored for the night. 

Just as it was getting dark I observed several canm^s 
slowly creeping down close to the land, but although 
T called out to the natives in them thev could not 1k' 
iiichiced to come nearer than hailing distanee <»f the 
vacht. M\' Chinese servant on hoard had het^i-xil nic 
at Am to h^t him iviiiain behind, l)Ut of eour-ie, haviiii: 
no other, I refused. He told ww that he had heard that 
no one ever returned aHv(^ from New (luinea. and wnuM 
I let liini go. 

As a result of my refusal, he laid down on the pa^sa^^r 
across, saying he was seasick, and would not do a stmke 
of work. \\ lien tlie anclioi* was down I went fnrwaid 
to the foi-ecaslh' and called to him to get up and CMni*- 
and make icady my table for dinner. He came up. Imh 
said he was too sick, at the same time, taking up t\v.> 
large carving-knives, made as if to stab me. Quii-k a< 
lightning my icvolver was out and covering him, when- 
upon he dro[)[)e(l both knives, and, falling down, implored 
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iiic to spare his life. This act of cowardice is truly 
characteristic of the Chinese race. In stabbing a man in 
the hack they excel to perfection, but to meet a man face 
to face is not within their catep^ory of possibilities. The 
punishment he received tauiijlit him such a lesson that he 
nevtT a<;ain <lisol)eyed me during the whole time he was 
in my service. At daybreak the following morning I 
>aiK-<l up the coast looking for the village I had heanl was 
h('rfa)H)Uts. Shortly afterwards I saw signs of life in the 
shaiH* of c<K*oanuts waving to and fro in the breeze. Then 
a canot* or two would shoot out into the strait a mile 
**r so ahea<l and pull across to the mainland. At last 
I saw, in a httle inlet, some houses, and, letting go in 
twflvt» fathoms onlv a few hun<lred vards from the beach, 
I ouicklv had mv l>oat lowered an<l went ashore. The 
»hii-f hen* was a woman — a most unusual occurrence — 
and was styled the Kajah Prumpoean, or Woman Chief. 
She n-cfived me verv cordiallv in a toKrablv well-con- 
>tructi*d honsi* c»n the btach, built high up on piles some 
twriitv feet from the ground and entered bv verv uneven 
stfps made c»f l>amb(M> or wood poles lashed to two up- 
ni:ht |>osts. She was surrountled by many courtiers, 
ni«*n. women, and chihlren. The Arab traders who visit 
Inn* oiiet* everv vear have certain Iv done a «'reat deal 
l«» further the civilisation of these people, teaching them 
the Malay langujige ami giving them clntlies to wear 
in exchange for paradise birds* skins ttlie jjiurniig Mass, 
or (foltl Hinl, as it is called, being the bird wbicb has 
a market value), tortoise shell, and p» arls. I purchased 
two or three of tlu» latter, which were nl lair size and 
ci»lnur. for a f<»w neetlles, a reel of CMtt«»n, and a sarong. 
The <pieen wore a great many ear-rin«:s, similar ti> those 
wi>rn bv thi* women of .\ru, and also manv cheap and 
tawdry rings, such as are to be found in a pri/.e-packt»t, 
and whicli I KUH{>ei*t luul been received for pilaris and 
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skins. I offered her a small gold chain if she would get 
me some more pearls, bnt she ezdaimed, ** Teda mass *' 
— ^Malay for "not gold." My assnranoes were of no 
avail, the more especiaUy after one man had taken it 
and put it in the sea for a short time and nothing 
happened to it; for he said had it been real gold like 
(he things the Arabs gave them, the. salt water would 
have tamed it black. I may mention that the ornaments 
to which he alluded are of some very inferior metal only 
very slightiy gilt over. The dishonesty of the Andi and 
his wonderful power of persuasion have even reached this 
far-away spot, and the unsophisticated savage has been 
imposed upon. Had I some cheap trinkets now» such as 
are to be found in. the celebrated arcade in Piccadilly, I 
could return laden with pearls. 

The Bajah Prumpoean was kind enough to give me 
two men to accompany me into - Triton Bay, which 
directly faces the island on whidi she has teken up her 
residence, and she further promised others to shoot biids 
for me in a day or two. 

The women on this island wear their hair in a 
different manner to the Papuans further south. It 
is done up into three plaits, starting from the front 
of the head and traversing it right over to the nape 
of the neck, imparting a very strange appearance as 
if tlieir eraniums were devoid of all hair, but that they 
had taken three baker's twists, and, plastering them 
on their heads, had then painted them black and smoke- 
dried them in a chinmey. 

In the afternoon I bid adieu to her Majesty and sailetl 
to the head of the bay, where I anchored at the mouth of 
a very large river, apparently running between two high 
ranges of mountains. I also perceived on the left bank 
some signs of former European habitation in the shape of 
a portion of a stone jetty and some large blocks of stone. 
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which iui«(ht liave foniied tlie foundations of substantial 
h«msfs. I also i)erceived Hnie and bread-fruit trees. The 
natives, who could speak a little Malay, told me that 
fnnurrly, and many years ajjjo, tlie Orang Ingris, i.e., 
Kn«:lishmen, lived here, so their fatliei-s had said. Indeed, 
it is quite i>ossihle that they may have done so, for it will 
he remembered that in 1620 the Dutch drove the English 
out of Bantam, and they went to Amboyna, where a few 
\ears later they were the victims of a plot invented by a 
Dutchman for their destniction, and were again routed, 
some escapin;^ to the mainland of New Guinea. This is 
virv correctlv stvled Tlie Massacre of Ambovna. and took 
plarr on the 17th of February, 1023. 

What eventually bt»came of the few who thus escaped 
is uncertain, but in all i)robability those who survived the 
ti'rrible ravages of the malarious climate in this part of 
the world were killed and eaten bv the cannibal inhabi- 
tants of tln»se shores. How long th(»v did exist I cannot 
tell, but thev must have felt that thev were condemned 
to a living tomb here in this desolate spot where no man 
ever comes or giH's, and where no other sound is heard 
save the ** wi>k, wok " of the paradise l)ir<l, the screech of 
the c<K*katoo. or the weird and distressing boom of the 
tom-tom to remin<l them that a cannibal repast is taking 
plac«* close bv. The bav itself is eiitirelv landlocked 
with j)n»cipitous mountains towering n|) diri'ctly from 
the water's e<lge on either si<le, antl 1 liardly think it 
possible, even in the heart of Swit/.erland to behold 
«:ninder .scenery. 

I found no natives living on the shore, i>iit my guides 
infi»nned me that a long way otl and Iii^ili up in the 
m«»imtains, tlie Arfours (wild men of the mountains). 
reside, and that if I would let onr or two of niv own 
men go with them with rilles to protect them, they would 
go and call them down to see me, when 1 might persuade 
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them to obtain new or rare para<]ise birds. I there far B 
Bent four men, who after proceeding a mile orsa, returned 
to the coast owing to the tenible danoerous traps that Bt 
every stride lay in their path. 

These trapB, which are set by the Arfoure to prevent 
«iemieB approaching their mountain retreat, conaisl of 
small spikes of iron wood, about U;^ iutibus Iud^, and 
steeped in the juice of some poisonous plant. They 
are firmly imbedded in the ground with the exception of 
two or three inches, which ia left at an angle of for^-five 
degrees and pointing towards the sea coast. These are 
placed in the native tracks a few feet apart, and are 
expertly hidden by twigs or leaves, but cm any one walk- 
ing upon them they penetotte right through the foot, 
being so finely pointed. 

On the second day after my arrival here I obtained a 
very poor specimen of the Paraditea nigra, and one 
ni^;mficent specimen of the beautiful crown pigeon of 
New Guinea. This bird, which is the size of a turkey, 
weighs about twelve pounds, is a beautiful bintsh grey, 
and lias a superb crest of fan-like feathers. It proved a 
truly excellent dish. Several praue arrived in the even- 
inj;, and the natives all seemed very anxious to go and 
silnxit for me in the mountains. 

The next nioming the natives brought me a great many 
of the spikes I have mentioned : they had found them in 
all the paths leading from the beach. A native lia<l one 
foot entirely pierced by one, and had I not imiue<liatelv 
withdrawn it and properly dressed the wound, verj- serious 
results might have followed. It is the custom amongst 
these natives that if the loin-cloth which a man wears, 
made of the bark of trees, is wound tightly round hiiu 
all is well, and you may approach him with safety, but 
should it be hanging down from behind, then beware, 
for he is in his fighting apparel, and is on the war-path. 
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and shaq>enin<^ liis cannibal teeth preparatory to a 
feast. 

After spen(lin<jf a few days here and finding it im- 
{Hi^sihle to hunt tlie forest on account of these frightful 
luan-traps, I started on tlie •23rd of July for Etna Bay. 
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A NATIVE PILOT — HE DESEBTS ME — COSTBABY WINIW AMD 
CUHRENTS — TRAVEL THRKE HUNDRED HILK8 FOB 
NOTHING — ARRIVE IN KTAHAKA BAY— ETNA BAT — 
ABBIVAL OF NA'nVBS — POINTED TEETH — TBRBIBtB 
FIGHT VnrU NATIVES — THREK OF MY MEN MITBDEBKD 
— CONTINUOUS FIGHTING — I CAPTDBE THE CHIEF- 
LEAVE ETNA BAY — RETORN AT TOEAL — DrTrU 
GOVERNMENT— THE DRY SEASON — SCAHCITt OF 
LrPINO CREATITRES— THE QUEEN OF HOLWND'a 
BIRTHDAY — ABRITAL OP KAIL STBAMBR — I DEPABT 
FOB PORT DARWIN. 

The old man I had engaged to pilot us, and to shoot in the 
forest, begged me to let him go as we sailed i>ast his house, 
putting forward the usual excuse- -his wife's sickness. I 
told him he had promised to remain for a month with 
me, and that if he left now he would go unpaid. He 
then promised to follow ine in a day or two, but as he 
asked me to give him his wages I felt certain that he had 
ni) such iiiti^ntion, and told him so, whereupon he intimated 
thiit he considered me a veiT cruel man, and the spirits 
had told him his wife was really verj- ill and that he only 
just wanted to go on shore to look at her and then he 
would come straight hack to me. I again refused U> 
allow him to do so, knowing that every word he was 
uttering was an untruth, it being nothing but his cowanlly 
fear to go so far from home. Besides, I felt quite justi- 
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tied in endeavouring to keep him, as he had not only 
W'i^w ordered by the queen to come with me but also had 
an accunite knowledf^e of the many reefs and different 
pjissajres down the coast. He said nothing more, but 
watchintr his opportunity when I was below at tiffin he 
quietly slipped over the ship's side and swam ashore. 
I was sorr\* to lose him, as, apart from his seafaring 
knowledge, he was a very interesting old cannibal, and 
amused us on manv occasions bv his droll remarks and 
many native su^KTstitions. l^esides all this he had 
iHTome an excellent sliot and had brought me many 
goiid things from tlie depths of the forest. Towards 
e\ening the wind freshened, and at ten o'clock was 
l»lii\\ing so liard we were compelled to stand out to sea. 
This gale lasted for two days, during the whole of which 
time 1 was under closelv reefe<l sails. On the third dav 
the weather cleared a little and we made the land, but 
unfortunatelv instead of being at Ktna Hav, so strong 
had l>een the current to leeward thai we found ourselves 
back in Triton Hay, after covering a distance of at least 
thret' lnmdri*<l miles. We tlii'n made oui* wav throui/h 
the imier passage and inside the straits, and alter 
struggling for a whole W(»ek against a iimst territie 
current we manage<l to put intt» Kyainaka Hay, after 
aernmplishing a <listance of only twelve miles. We 
Were all so tired after being kruuked ahnut f»»r sn 
long that I ordered tlie captain to find a suitahie atichor- 
age so that we (*ould stay here and have a good night *s 
rest. Kvamaka Bav extends north and south h»r a con- 
sideral»le di.stance inside the headland. It lia^ not vtt 
b M-n surveyed, l)Ut I found deep wattr «\«i ywhere. I 
sailed all round the bav in mv endeaxnuiN to disenver the 

existelH'e of natives, l)Ut with the exeepllnn tif a few 

frigate ImhIk, who seenu'd to iidiahit a large roek snnie 
dihtance down the bay and closi> to the mainland, and 
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one or two ooooantit trees dotted here and then, ibe 
whole bay was apparently deserted. 

On a small island or, rathea:, a long rock, at the entnmce 
of the bay I observed a very corions instance of water 
being forced to some consid^able height, which I shoold 
estimate at over a hundred feet. The water ia dashed 
with great fury against this rock, when it appormtiy 
proceeds to some nndergroond channel, and &om thcoce 
it is forced in dense volumes through a small hole in the' 
top of the rock, giving it in the distance the appearance 
of the spurting of a huge whale. 

The next moming we again got onder way and made 
another attempt to reach Btna Bay, which waS now' 
only a mile or two distant round the headland, bat afto* 
battling for nine hours against a strong head wind and 
terrific current were obliged to fat back' and spmd 
another night in the some anobmsge. 

At daylight one more start was made, and the distance 
of three miles into Etna Bay was at last accomplished 
after eighteen hours' hard beating, making it eleven 
(lays to cover a distance of fifteen miles. The currents 
along this coast are the strongest I have ever ex- 
perienced. They are iufluencetl very greatly by the 
different moiiscxjns, soiuetiiiieB travelling at the rat« of 
twelve miles in the hour, so that in the south-east 
monsoon it is practically impossible for a sailing ship 
t«) beat along the coast. Etna Bay, after proceeding 
in a northerly direction for a few miles, turns off to the 
eastwards and winds itself between two ranges of moun- 
tains for seventeen miles, and at its widest place hardly 
reaching half a mile across. 

A very pretty waterfall at the entrance of the narrower 
portion of the bay rushed down from a considerable height 
over precipitous rocks into the sea beneath. I proceeded 
to the very head of the bay and some four miles further 
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iliaii tin* linr of sf)un(lin«;s ;,'iven on tlie chart, and findinjr 
lli«-i\' a coiupanitively suitable spot wlience I could make 
^•►:in* fXtcn-iivc collections an<l where a few small rivulets 
mil down U'twe.n the ravines to the beach, I anchored and 
made |»n*|>arations for a Ion*; visit. As there were no cocoa- 
nuts t«» l>e seen, an<l nothin*^^ but dense forest runnin*; to 
the very water's ed;^'e, I concluded that there were no 
nalive-i in the nei«;hlH)urhood, the last sij^ni of life I had 
•»«-i-n bfin;: a few houses «>n a small siindy beach at the 
t-nt ranee of the bay. I was surprised, however, to find. 
wiim<-diat<*ly I wi*nt asln»rt», many traces of jK'uplc, an«l of 
\i'V\ n-ernt <late: in fact, s*»me one ha<l evidi-nlly Ikh-ii there 
on thr previous day. as bnmches and twi;,'s that had been 
brok«*n were not yet withered, but althou;;h I called and 
cauNi'd a ;:un to Ik* tired no one put in an appearance. 

Thr next mornin*; we all made excursion^ to the forest, 
and althouLrii it was a vcrv. cloud v dav were verv successful 
ni M'i-urin^' many prizt»s. One female ornithopiera I 
«iptured repai<l me for the ban! ta^k 1 had experienced in 
rea -hint; there. Innnediately 1 saw it I knew it ti» be 
>omi'thin;; new : it has since been dorribed a-i a new 
>»|>eeit'^. I cxtiacted an e;;^' from the b«H|y, a^ I was 
nio^t iloirous. if |>o>sible, to obtain the male." 

Till- 1-;:^'. iifti'l' a l;i|»>f nf a wim-K. Ii it<-l.i 1 iiit<i .< •- it< r|)ill.ii'. :iihI 
1 It'll It Uito. if I lia«i :ui,\ (|n!ilit iN-fiiii. tli.it I kilt w It til Im .1 new 
>|ii-rit-s; tlif \\ liiti* Htii|t«« coiiiiii'iii til .lit ••lint >i<>|>t« ).( I .(l<]-)iill.ii •« \\..-> 
III "•'III:;, til*' ii* i -pikt"* wtTi- iml tli»'i«-. ;iii<l lli» iii*«-i-l it-» It u i- \. i v 
mil li lii<;ti .it iiirtli. I iii.ui:iu'('<i. ittt«-i .i l'o- t .iiin^nnr «>t tn^iihl*'. ti» 
«« < in- tli<- v\'ji\\\ f<Miii for it. iiiitl iiiii'«>r*l It iiio^t (■ .1 • t!ill\ iiiit il it a^^iiiiM il 
l':i<- f'li in of a i-lii \ -alio. I tlirii iiiii„iiii<i tii.it .til im\ tniiilil*- \s.(«. 

tllll«)it-|. alul I Ha** 4l«>lil'llt<'<l to -IM t ll:it it IllU^t I V nit i,t i\ . oil .U'l-dlint 

'•f it • -i/f aii't Hlm|K*. hv the in il<-. 1 .\ • i \ t Iihil' \\«-iit \m-11 until I 
.iiiixt-i.it Tort iKii'wiii a iiiotitii or tu<i itt* rw.inU. wImo- of iimhoc 1 
\*n.u% It ••;! <«horv \%itli iiic, as li\ tli.it tiiiit I \\a^ <'\|Mi-iinu: it dailx to 
li.iti'h o-.U. Pliii'iii;; it ill a »TnaII, ojhmi Im^v in \\\\ 1m iii-o.ini. I liuiiu' it 
fitifii a U'luii -(> that it wouM hi* >('{Uii-. What ua- tliiii iii\ liorior 
ti> bv auakeiRil in thv iiiicldli' of thv iiij^'ht hy a ^traii^'c iiuiNC. ami 
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AiiKJiiyst msuiy otJiar species of lepidoptem no less 
iteresting, tofjether with five iitagniliceiit specimens of the 

iruclixea upoda. tlirec of the ParaiUsra iitgrie, a sapcrb 

1 very mm kiiigtisher, ilikI (ivenr sixotliersiimUerbinls, 
bich had rarely or never been exhibiUnl In Eiiroix-on 

ibinets, were the result of my first tramp in that gical 
virgin forest, never before trodden by the foot of the white 
man. 

Towards evening on the 5th of Augast 1 sighted a canoe 
on the northern side of the hay ; it was wciipied by smoe 
ten or twelve natives, who hailed us from a lonjjr distaotie 
and spoke a dialect of the Curaui lan^ungu which was 
luckily partially understood by one of my Mueaxstir butitcn. 
Their si>eaking this language was vei^- strani^ and only 
showed me that at some remote date these people inuHt have 
had connection with the C'eramese notwithstanding the 
considerable distance which separates them. They liad 
the Dutch flag hoisted in the canoe, but they could not bo 
induced to come any closer until I went off to them alone 
iu a lK)at bareheaded, when after much gesticii luting and 
promises of presents made to them by signs, they were 
enticed to the yacht. They seemed very frightened, and 
were continually asking me with unmistakable motions, 
such as the drawing of their fingers across their throats, 
if it was my intention to kill them. They very soon 
gained confidence, however, and all came on board, when 
they received each man something. These men were 
miserably thin and were evidently half starved, for they ate 
most I'avenously the huge howls of cooked rice and taros 
which I had placed before them, offering me in exchange 
)iiiiitiiLi|{ 11)1 til tiiiil a liiige mt liikd climbed duiVD the cord aiid seized 
iii.v treiLKiu'v ill Ills muutli and u'iih even then luakiiiK off with it. 
ThHt UAH the iHKt I L'ver huiv ut what I hod reason to believe k-hs a 
mole of this »[>ecin*, 

A male has since been discovered which proveB to be far more 
beautiful thouKh not unlike the OrnithopUra paraduea. 
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a few lx»\vs and arrows and small ann-rin<rs. Ac. At 
>UMst»t lliev departed, pnmiisin^ to return on the following 
ni(»rnin(;. 

At davhreak on the i\\\\ of Au*rust the man on watcli re- 
l>i»rte»l many <an<K*s api)roachin<; filled with people. I at 
«»r]ee <-ame on deek and invited them on hoard, and after 
Ni»mr hesitation thev came — men, women, and children. All 
dav lnn«; canoes wen? st»en glidin*^ down the hay from hoth 
•<ln»rc^ and closi* under the manj^'roves. At al)«)Ut midday 
i»n«* lar^e can<K» displaying the Dutch tlag came alongside. 
It held a ver\' (»1<I man, who had to he carried on hoard hv 
hi-» wif«». who told us that he was the head man of the trihe. 
Thrv wiTe all ravenously hungrv. and it was most anmsin*' 
ti» wat<*h the great amount of grecihiios displayi'd, 
i*.lH'cially hy tli*' men. when food was placed hefore them, 
ihe whole scene remindin<r nie somewhat of the feediiiir 
<»f till* animals at tlu* Zoolo;rical (lardetis, milv. unlike that 
e^tahli^hmeiit, I am afraid the females and the children 
did not fare tMpially with the opposite sex. 

After they had tilled their comnii^siriat <lep!irtnieiits, 
ihev all gatln*red together to hear what 1 had eniiie tor, 
and when 1 e\plain<'(1 as hest I eould tli:it it wm^ tor JM-rtics 
and hutti'rtli«».s thev all lau'died v«rv iiiurli mimI wne 
an\i<»UH to start right away and ^« anli ihr tMif^t. The 
old man promised me his a«^^i*^tMlH•«^ and at oiut- ^v\\\ 
sexeral men to see what ihev could liiid. Tin ir citaliin;:, 
which was iif the scantiest de*^cripti^m, <i»n^i-trd only of 
a piece of tihre no thicker than stout twiin wwA ta^t« ii«d 
roiunl the loins; a narrow pit>ce of nati\< cloth ahiMit an 
in«di widi* was passiMl through tli«' l« ;^>.. haii;:m;: ijxtr 
slightly in front and hehind : evny oix- had plaitrd Iciir. 

1 was sorrv, lu»wever. to see that tlie hiaj<»iit\ nt them 
hati their t«*eth shar]M'ned to points, rf^cinhliii;^ the tooth 
of tlu* shark, this Inking in my <>wn pi'rsi»nal rxpi-ni-ncf a 
very ha<I sign in natives. They asked me it 1 would like 
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to porcbase one or two girls whom they had for Eale. 
When I asked them what I should do with them, they 




intiiiiiitt'd that of coiir-^ti I should fatten them for -x 
piiriwist! wliicli sliiill Ik; iiaiuelcBS. 

For sdiiK! siictouding dayii tlicy were busy erecting leaf 
bouses, iiiid collecting various specimens for me, and i:iy 
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• •\vn liunUTs and I went without liindrance into the dense 
r»n*st, tlie natives apparently hein^ of a most friendly 
<li>]N)sition. and «;ainin*,^ confidence daily when they saw I 
\vm\ not come to harm tliem. 

Hut alas I on the lltli of August, all my good opinions 
of them were liorrihly and suddenly dispelltMl hy the 
terrible and det<»nnined onslaught they made ui)on us, 
mill inv early fears, which I had formed owing to their 
shiir|>ened teetli, were indeed realised. Karly on this 
iiioniing two of my crew went on shore as usual to shoot, 
ami after breakfast the huttei*flv collectors were taken in 
tlie whale-))oat bv mv boatswain, Johnston, and one of 
tht! sailors, round a point about a mile distant, where 
there was a very goo<l river, on the hanks of which they 
told me thev ha<l seen many fin(» huttertlies the dav 
Inrfore. 

Shortly after tliev starte<l a verv large cjuioc, containing 
alwrnt twenty-five people, came alongside, and all its 
<H*eii|iants came on deck, including out* old woman, who 
hn»u^ht with lier a chiM. which >\w was very anxious for 
me to purciiasi*. Their mamuT was rvtii niorc friendly 
than usual, ami through this I tlicn. for the first time. 
sus|Hvt*»<l hostile intentions, and sm. taking away a large 
knife, witli a Idade about fifteen inelie> in length. tVoin a 
man who was sitting on the tathail ejo^c to the haek of 
my (*liair, I told the captain to keep a gond jnnk out. 

It is mv firm belief that tlii^ art >a\ed niv life. The 
natives, c^vitlently observing my suspieimi-. eoininenced 
lalkint: Very excitedly am<»ngst tliem>el\t-*. and 1 nni^t -av 
that the iMiat. which by now had had aiiiplc time to letui n. 
auil was Hot fortll^ominL^ »auMd nn- m r\ nmeh aii\iet\ 

so nnich so that I was on the point nf ^1 iidnej some (»ih- 
after it when I obsiTVed what I liist tonk t«' he the boat, 
but afterwards f<amd was a large eaim.-. returning tit>m 
round tlie [xant: and had I known then that its eomiug 
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111 allied the HccompliHhment of their bloody deed not one 
man, wnmtin or child c)f those tweuty-five on board the 
yacht should have lived to have reachi-d the shuru. Seeing 
then that their own luisKiou, which had evidently been 
tn murder ua und seize tliC sliip, had jiroved futilf. they al 
once departed, and not a niouient too «inin for them, for 
about a quarter of an hour afterwania "' Jinituy." one of 
the two hunterR who had started at ilaybreak in the 
morning, was (jbsevved rushing down to the beach and 
entering the water. I sliouted to him to know the 
when he called out, " P'ire the big gun ; Lcnnel haa beeOj 
killed.- 

At that moment a shower of arrows and spears w( 
seen whizziiiy through the air over his liead, fts In- Hn-ain 
out to the ship, but fortunately not one struck hiiti. 
I then brought the Krupp gun T had moimt^l on dwk 
to hear ujKtn the beach, iind hy its assistance kept back 
the swanning natives from following hmi. and a few 
moments afterwards he reached the ship in safety. He 
told me that he and Lennel were just returning from the 
bush with a number nf paru^lise birds, the result of their 
morning's work, and were sitting down in front of the 
village, drinking the cocoanuts the natives had given 
them, when he suddenly saw a man raise a native axe 
and strike Lennel across the neck from behind. The 
poor man, he said, sank down without a murmur. He 
then ran back again into the forest, but was go hard 
pressed by the overwhelming numbers that he doubled 
back to the beach and swam for bis life. 

1 was obliged to keep up a continuous and deadly fire 
for about ten minutes, to prevent the people from hauling 
up their canoes on the shore, which by now began to 
float off with the rising tide. 

About two o'clock, Itangoon, one of the butterfiy boys 
was seen to run out of the forest and push a canoe into 
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"'^ Mater. He also reached the ship without any injury. 

iiatigfK)n said that my men, who had taken him with the 

^tije-rg in the l>oat in the morning, had been attacked by 

•^iiiiK of natives, but he had rushed oflf into the jungle, 

'^'i thus escai>ed ; that there were also hundreds of 

^tives nmning backwards and forwards in the forest 

'^*d with excitement. About an hour later I saw two 

^^-*tx^ of my men creeping through the mangroves a few 

^^idred yards north of the village, and making for a 

^^l<K* wiiich was tied up close by, but the natives dis- 

**\>rcd them a few yards before they reached it, and 

'^^tarkrd them in a most ferocious manner, only running 

^^ay after 1 had fired several rounds of the Krupp gun 

**Vrr their heads. A few minutes later these two men 

^-Vt-re safelv on board, and I could not but be amused at 

iIh' plucky way in which one of them had stuck to his 

iMittrrtlv-net all the timr, and esiu'ciallv when he told me 

that lit' could have n*acbed the canoe much cjuicker had 

lit* ni»t had it in his hand. Thev informed me that when 

tlu* boat WHS attacked thev ran awav, as thev were 

unarmed, but that Johnston, Sam, and Abtiullah, the 

Mai-as.sar num, were all together. 

The can<H's which lined the beach oj)posite the village 
had by this time all Hoated olV. as the tide had ris(>n, and 
owing to the continuous fire I had been obliged to keej) 
up t<» prevent the natives from securing them. I therefore 
n«»w M'lit st»nu» men with axes, and in this wav scuttled 
;ilM)Ut fortv. which were to be seen floating in the bav in 
all directiims. This act evidently enraged the natives to 
such an extent that other canoes, overerowthd with fK'ople, 
sprang out of the mangroves from every point. an<l 
simultaneously made a desjH*rate attack u[M)n us. 

These canoeR, some sixtv or seventy in nmnber, con- 
taining in all a)>out three hundred [H*oj>le, were kept at 
l>av for a considerable time, and finding evidentlv that it 

16 
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was an impossibility to secure the pri7^ they go itii: 
coveted, they divided and disappeared, doing ns but very 
httle injurj'. The bay preaentud by this time a cruesoiiK' 

spec tad c^thd UTOfkiisc of dctitniyt'd caiiop«. hows nnd 
arrows, and ]ii;in\ niltiT ntiii'li-^ nf thi? fiii'iii\'s lii,'!iii!:i! 




paraphernaha were to be seen floating in all directions. 
The noise of the tom-toms could be heard sending out 
their weird and dismal sounds from range to range, dusky 
objects could be seen skimming iu:ros8 a little open patch 
or creeping tliroiigh tlie undergrowth near the water's 
cdgo all n)und us; and it reflects great credit uixin the 
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remains of my small but plucky crew that so large a force 
on tlu' shore was unable to approach and capture the 
hip. 

riierr was not a breath of air to enable us to move, and 
the sun had nearly set, nevertheless imniediatelv the tide 
turned I weij^died anchor and dropj)ed in the direction I 
ha<l sent the boat in the mornin<(, to endeavour to find 
out s<»methin«Tf of the three missing men. I fired a rifle 
at regular intervals on the way to enable them to know 
the ship's |K)siti<)n, although I lijxl but little hope of 
their Inking then alive. 

At 10 P.M. we again let go the anchor, and about 
half an hour later I perceived, by the phosphorescent 
disturbance of the water, that something was coming 
towards the ship. In response to my incjuiry I heard the 
faint word ** Cowan" (Malav for friend), and knew at 
once it must be Abdullah, and very soon managed to get 
him on boanl. It appeared he had hidden in the jungle 
until long after dark, and then when he heard the chain 
running through the hawse-pipe he knew that the ship 
was again at anchor. So making his way some mile or 
two to windward al(»ng the coast he ha<l cut a spar, taken 
oflf his clothes, and struck out for the centre of the bay, 
knowing that the strong current running at the time 
would ver\' soon carrv him <lown to the vacht. Had he 
»*tarttMl even tiftv vards lower down the current wouhl 
have swept him past the ship without ever reaching it. 
and wt» should never have seen or heard ot jiim again. 
As it was he arrived on board in a icrriblv exhausted 
condition, with his feet all cut and bleeding, and his body 
siTiitched to pieces from the prickly nmlergrowth he ha<l 
JHvn obliged to |H»neti*ate, as the nativis had so hotly 
pursue<i him. the most [KTsistent being a man and a boy, 
both of whom he had killed with his kris. 

Mv wofHt fears were now realised, for he told me 
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Johnatnii iind Sam were hotli deiui, On latidin^ in the 
Tuorning, he toid iis, the boat had been buuk-d up on 
the beach, and they had all sat under a cocoaiiul tree. 
.Suddenly tliey were; surprise^l by ttoiuo bundrorl nativea 
rushing out of the forest and attacking them, wherea[ianl 
they made a bolt for their rifles, which they had foolishly 
left in the boat, when others in canoex attacked them 
from the sea. He just had time to see that Sam had 
been cut in the back and pierced with arrows, and pcior 
.Johnston, my boatswain, had literally been pivrcvd 
through and ihmugh. when he ntn off to save himeclf. 

By eleven o'clock that night by thi; light of their fires 
I could see that the villagi? was full of nativua, and from 
the noise of their drums and tom-toms, and fn>m uii 
obBervatioii one of the hunters had made on the «hon% I 
knew only too well the natun^ of their horriblt* and 
repulsive festi\'ity. They had killed thi-ee of my mi-n. 
had captured tive rifles and my boat, and I wan |)imoHrs« 
to revenge these dastardly nmniers. All through 
night and many succeeding oncii I never left the At 
for on several occasions these natives, who were the 
boldest and most ferocious I had ever seen, made several 
desperate attempts to capture the vessel, and I am con- 
fident that if it had not been for the quick-flring Krupp, 
the yacht would have iiassed into other hands, and this 
book never have been written. 

On the 15th of August we had still not a breath of air. 
but at daylight, the tide being with us, I weighed anchor 
and drifted slowly down the bay. I picked up one of my 
butterfly boxes floating down and saw hundreds of arrows 
and spears, &c., also alxiut a dozen more canoes, which had 
evidently floated away in the night, as the natives had 
been too frightened to show themselves on the beach to 
make them fast. About midday the tide turning, I was 
obliged to let go the anchor, as there was still no breatli 
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Ml tin- lna\rii-». I -slmrtly at'lfrwanls luTccivcil canoe 
att.r I aiiMf full nf iiativfs cn't-pin*^' up umln* tlu* inaii- 
irr-'N* •- altt r nir. Imt a tVw \vj'll-(lin'clr<l >lii»ts at tlmsc in 
tilt- Nad ({uirklv raiiM'tl tlic ntlios to tinn an<l padille hack 
.tuitiii. I'l'Mm sundnwn 1 ti nianicd on deck throu<;I)out 
tlir inu:lit. straniin;: niv cv > al c\crv movement in the 
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I ^ve beeu a guide to mir wherealmuta for our woulti-ix' 

srers. anil bo, as the night was dark as pitch, I wm 

ed to fjropc my way ujt and down. 

'' daylight 1 i^ot und(!r way again n-ith the tide, 

ved, as I could eee, but at safer distance, by hundr^Hls 

01 natives, not only in canoes, but creypinH alon^ the 

1 aagroves of the shore. I could every now and lh«n 

ill Bee and hear tliem. On this day we cnten^d the 

rrowest portion of the h"'- being only a liundred yards 

or BO wide from ahore to sh Here the tide wae much 

tronger, and we were thus ibled to travel a coUKider- 

ile distance, anchori lo waterfall nearly nt the 

Jtrance. 

Here we cauglit »ight of two canoea (;r)mintj; from 
the opjHisite direction altogether, and preaujinng they 
knew nothing of the light, I hailed tliem, when they 
cauic within speaking distance. They flew the Dutcli 
flag, and dipped it three timcH to me, They said they 
hail come from Kjomora Bay to buy yams and oa^o froiu 
the people of Lalmbia, whose chief, the Hnjiili BaJ. waa 
on board. Thia chief was the son of the old man who 
had been carried on board some days before, and was the 
head man of the very people who had fought us, hut 
whether he knew anything about the matter I could not 
ascertain, as he had remained at hia village at the 
entrance of the bay, and had not followed ub up with the 
rest of his people on our arrival the week before. At any 
rate he was their chief, and I considered that I should be 
thoroughly justified in making him my prisoner. 

I enticed the canoes nearer and nearer until they were 
alongside, and after pnMlucing an urraek bottle, which he 
evidently recognised from his ilealings with the Burgis and 
Arabs, be consented to conic on board and was followe*! by 
about twenty men. I then told liim through Abdullah, 
who spoke a little of his dialect, that his people had 
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iiiunlorod three of my men and had stolen my boat and 
tivt* ^ims. so that I intended to keep him as a prisoner. 
J^efore he had heen told half the sentence he made a bolt 
for the side; but I was too quick for him, and he found 
himself handcuflfed and tied to the mast in a far shorter 
space of time than it requires to write the account of 
it. Meanwhile his friends had deserted him and were 
swimmin«( vigorously towards the canoes, which had been 
paddled off at the first intimation of trouble. I told 
him that he must tell his people in the canoes that I 
jiavr them three days in which to j^o and fetch my boat 
ami mv <'uns ; at the end of that time, if thev were not 

• *^ ft 

^»rthcomin<^^ I shouKl kill him. But notwithstanding^ his 
n-qucsts t<» them to do as I bid, they paddled off as fast 
a-; |H)ssil)le in an entirely opposite direction. I now held 
a consultation as to the best course to adopt, and after 
turning; the matter well over in my mind, 1 decided to let 
him ;;o on his un<lertakin;( to return to me as quickly as 
j><»sible with my property this promisi' I set little or no 
valur ujHin, but I felt obli^^ed to make him <|uarantee 
somethin*^' as an (excuse for setting' him at liberty. My 
trur reason, however, was that the Dutch Government 
would have undoubt(ullv sent me off to Macassar to 
attend his trial, and 1 could ill afford the manv 
months I should have to remain there befon* the 
law was carried into effect. I learned afterwanls from 
llu' Controlleur of Kei that I had acte^l verv wiselv bv 

•■ • ft 

so doiiit^, and had saved myself a lot of trouble ami 
time. C'allin*^' back one of the canoes by tellin*^' them 
that their chief was free to ^^o, they ri'lurne<l within 
a hundred yards of the ^liip, but no power of 
jHTsuasion or assurances could induce ibtin to come 
any nearer. 1 therefore permitte<l the chit I to «^t t into 
the canoe I was towing' astern, and paviil out rope to 
enable him to reach his own people, and ha<l 1 not covered 
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i eeveral times with a rifle the oh! ecovmdrel would ' 

e cut the painter and made off, cauoi; us wnU, Tlie i 

,t tide took us out of tlio bay. and very eoon (tfterwardi , 

ught the fine, stuady wind of the 8oul)i-east nionitnmi. 

was with a sense of exquisite rehef that 1 was onw 

ed for the first time for many daye to go below and 

" in safety, and the strain and anxiety which I had 

ienced the last week can never, if I live to be i 

indred, be forgotten. 

Two days later the beai I forests of the Kei Islands i 
ve in sight, and before fii ',t, with an iiumensu ffvling 1 
'1 pleasure, I once more came to ant'lior off the hosjiilahla ' 
tie town of Toeal, where I was to leave my liunhtn 
ad whither I had come to make my littUemcnt and 
Dmplaint to the Dutch Government, and tu try am) 
obtain one or two Malay sailors to replace my |io(tf 
tturdered men, to help us down to North Australia. The 
:itrolleur showed his great kindness again by asaistlag 
me in my search ; but we were only able to obtain out 
man who was willing to leave the eountry. 

On turning up the records of occurrences in his districts. 
the Controlleur showed me the entry respecting an attack 
made upon a steamer in Etna Bay. in 1889, where the 
captain, who had gone ashore with two of his officers, 
had been savagely attacked by the natives of Lahabia 
and murdered, and the natives had afterwards made a 
desperate attempt to seize the ship. Some time later I 
learned that another writer, speaking of this very village, 
stated it to be dangerous. To quote what he says : 
" This part of New Guinea is inhabited by the most 
bloodthirsty and treacherous tribes. It is in these diK- 
tricts that the commanders and portions of the crews 
of many of the early discovery' ships were murdered, 
and scarcely a year now passes bnt that some lives are 
lost." Again the same writer states, when speaking 
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of Laliahiji in Ktna Bay: '* In the very same village 
four vcars before mon^ than tiftv (Toramese were niur- 
ilered *' (tliese people from the island of Goram, as well 
as Ai-al)s and Ceramese, are in the habit of visiting 
annually this part of New Guinea to trade with the 
natives^, ** and as these savages obtain an immense booty 
in the praus and all their appurtenances it is to be feared 
that sueh attacks will continue to be made at intervals 
as lon^' as traders visit the same spots and attempt no 
n*tahation. Punishment could onlv be inflicted on these 
|>eoplc by very arbitrary measures, such as by obtaining 
possession of some of the chiefs by stratagem and ren- 
dering them resj>onsible for the cai)ture of the murderers 
at tile peril of their own heads. Hut anything of this 
kind would be <piite contrary to the system adopted by 
thf Duti'h (lovernment in its dealings with natives.** 
l-'or my own part, 1 nmst say 1 do not consider it a good 
plan to distribute, as they do, the flag of their country 
haphazard to all the natives with whom they come in 
contact, and in my opinion it would be far wiser wen? 
tiny tirst to obtain some knowledge of their character 
and <iisj>osition before placing in their hands such a token 
of civilisiition, which, as tlu^ candle lures the moth, has 
drawn so many imiocent people to destruction. I may 
also >av that 1 have since been in communication with 
the Foreign Office, and havi' made a strong appeal to 
the Netherlands Government, but whether or no I shall 
evtT receive anv redress renjains vet to be seen. 

1 had some few days to wait at Toeal before the arrival 
of the steamer from Singapore, which might |)ossibIy 
bring me some letters. The |)lacu presented a very 
ditTen^nt asi>ect to what it did >ome few months ag(>: the 
scariMly of nun was the cause of the scorched up 
upiH>anince of everything now ; the gra*>*^. so gn^iMi when 
I left in May, was nowhere to be seen ; the cattle of the 
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Controllemr, mo fat and in such excellent cunditiaa bcfi 
were now drngpng themselves froiii ti\ic to lro« in 
endeavoiin to find the wherewithal to Vk:v.\* tht^tOMli 
alive. I sent out some men, ami alw) went luyseU 
^Ba forest to see what I coiUd find ; but we all wli 
empty-handed, as this terrible dry season Keeiued toll) 
deetn^ed every living creature ; there was nothing thi 
fore but to wait as patiently as possible for the arrivtil 
of the steamer. 

The 3lBt of August being the hirtliday of the 
ot Holland, tlm whole town was clothed in Its brtlii 
nument of red, white, and blue ; ami it struck iiie at 
time as being su extremely strange that, although wil 
a couple of days' travel from trihcH of wild and ami 
oannibalfi who know abs<^ilutely uotiiiot; of thv civili 
wocld, theee people should be celebrating the ftiimv 
of the birth of a young queen bo many thousand 
away on tliu other side of the globe, (inns were fil 
contintially from daylight tu darli — sguibm, crackers. Wkd 
lockets were being let off indiscriminately fmni ever; 
house. The mttives amused us by bwinnaing. racing in 
canoes, and various other siwrts, for prizes of tol 
cloths, and even money, ending up the day with 
and other festivities. 

It is the great ambition of every native to obtain bom 
the Chinamen a few crackers or squibs, and he is ^nta 
satisfied to go away by himself and let them off for \m 
own amusement, a little fizzing, a very occasional amaU 
report, the flare up of half-dampened powder, «a& all is 
over; but he is quite satisfied, and dances and rolls on 
the ground for joy. 

On September 10th, the Dutch mail having arrived the 
day previously, I started for Port Darwin, which is 
situated on the north-east of Australia, and where I was 
obliged to go, being so short-handed. It would have 
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Ihh'U iiii|X)ssible during the south-east monsoon season to 
IhsiI all the way to Torres Straits, where 1 desired to go 
on iiiv way to British New Guinea, with so few sailors, 
and I ralculated that at Port Darwin I should be able to 
obtain the riMjuisite ninnber of hands. 

On the wav out of Toeal Harbour we were fortunate 
to honk three enormous king-tish, each weighing fully 
thirty j>ounds. and were thus provided with fresh fish for 
thr vova<'e. 

A tine, steady breeze blowing from the south-east brought 
us. in four days, to Melville Island, off the coast of 
Australia, and a dav or so afterwards we ran into Port 
I)arwin, or Palmerston, as the town is called. The only 
>aihn*s I found here were some verv inferior and drunken 
Manila natives, but as it was a case of those or none, I 
was com[H*lle<l to engage two. I then sent the yacht on 
to Thui-s<lay Island, in the Tones Strait, remaining 
b«'liind mvscif, as I intended to wait for the China mail 
from Hong K(>ng. in which I could take j)assage for 
Thursday Ishuul, and \\\ the UHaiitimc benefit by the 
chaii«'e on shore. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THK HAKBOIH AT I'ORT DABWIS — THB CABLK t'OHPANT"i( 
HEAD-gUAHTEBS— THE TRKMINl'S OF THE TKAXfi- " 
CIINTJNENTAL RAILWAY — CHINATOWN— I TAKK tT itS 
yr.UtTERS AT THE RE81DENrV — A CORROBOKEE AX 
aboriginal's camp — POBT DAKWIN AS AS tUlHJRT.lST 
SEAPORT — AKKIVAL AT THUHSDAV ISLAND - THII 
PEARL FISHERT — NUMBERS OF JAPAXESK — TBB 
ABRIVAI. of the YACHT^ — I DEPART FOR NRW OCINEA 
^YtlTE ISLAND — OPPOSITION MISSIONS— PORT MOBE.-t- 
BT— 1 WATCH A WOMAN BEING TATOOBD — TBI 
" MERBIE ENGLAND" — VOYAGE TO SAUAHAI — MlSSfOX 
STATION AT KWATO — THE ONLY 8TONK rHl'RCH IN 
SEW rirlN-EA — THK NATIVES— I LOSE U\ VWiHUnr 
DOG — DEPARTUBE FOB NF.W BRITAIN. 

Thf. harbour at Port Darwiu is mtiiated in a von-^lit-lcereil 
position behind the town of Paliiierstoii. Tlif rise and 
fall are very considerable— some eigbtpen lo twenty feot. 
Thc Hiuall pier on which the railway nins is vcr>- well 
constructed, but at the time of my arrival a new one wan 
in eoiirfte of contemplation, Thu tttwn itwdf is of koriv 
importance on aecount of its being the head-tjuarters <il 
the Uritish Athmtic Cable Company, this biding the plar<' 
where tclcunvphic communication with Australia coiii- 
menct'K, It is prettily situated on a peninsula avorl(H)ldn^ 
tJio harbour on one side and the ocean on tlic other, nnd 
may therefore be considered in all respects very ItKolthy. 
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II |x»ssi*sscs ji fairly ^'ood town-luill, post-office, library, 
iiihI t'Xi-fllent (Towriuiieiit buildings. The site of the 
( t«»\frniuent Residency is an exceptionally well-chosen 
«»nf. coiniiiandin^s as it does, an excellent view of town 
;in<l liarhour. Here also is the terininiis of the great 
Tran^-continental Railway, an undertaking which has 
nr\ t-r yt'l hccn completed, although some hundreds of 
tliMusands of pounds have been spent upon it. China- 
town, when? live by far the greater number of the 
|>«»pulation, is in a hollow rather below the Kuropean 
quarter, and tlu! great stores and warehouses to be seen 
here remin<l one that, although the Hritish(»r may be 
dreaming away his dn^ary existence beneath the scorching 
h«'al <>f the tropical sun, the Chinaman, at least, is 
«xtending his trade an<l pushing his way inch by inch 
ff»rwanl here as in everv either town where he establishes 
hnnself. 

At the kind invitation of theCiovi'rnment liesident, His 
Honour .ludge l>ashwo(Kl, I t<M>k up my abode at the 
Re>idency. ami during the time I was obliged to remain 
JH-re. pemhng the arrival of the steamer, received many 
kind attentions and much hospitality at his hands. On 
one oi-ea'^ion, at his re(piest, the aborigines collected 
log«'ther for many miles round to exhibit their native dance 
or corrolniree, in which some eighty 'M* a huinlred men 
l^M.k part. Pressing theiiiseKes in leaves, and by the use 
of paint, iK-hre, Arc., co\ering themselves with fantastic 
ib-signs, they commenced their wend ;:ynitioiis before me, 
anil aroimd a huge bonfire, which had been lighted in the 
o|H*n spa<v selected for tlu' purpose This mltrtainment, 
\N hich connnenced at about nine in the ev«ning, was 
earned on all tlin»ugh the night. Sometimes their dance 
would Im' accompanied l)y a low and melancholy chanting 
^»nnd. and at others bv terrible shouts and veils as of 

ft ft 

iiicii riisliin^; on to victorv. Soiiutinicb their motions 
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would betray their various passions in love/ which to the 
European eye appeared to be very lewd, and disgusting. 
At other times they would go through the evolutimis (tf 
war, imitating an attack or defence with such perfect 
mimicry that one could hardly believe that it was any- 
thing but one tribe in combat against another. 

Amongst the many and beautiful drives for which the 
Besident took me during my visit was one to the Macks' 
camp, a few miles up the coast, where there were some 
two or three hundred natives congregated together. 
These people, who appear to be about the lowest class of 
any natives, build no houses whatever, but live iqMm 
the seashore in small holes dug out in the sand. . They 
are filthy in the extreme, living a wandering life, (ncking 
up scraps here and there, but never doing any wcnic. 
The time cannot be far distant v^hen this race of people, 
Uke the aborigines of Tasmania, will have entirely dis- 
appeared from the face of the earth. 

The Eesidency itself is most substantially built of stone, 

found in the district. It has some very fine reception- 

(ji rooms, and a most delightful verandah under ^lass, 

completely eneirclinf^ the building. The interior decora- 
tions have been tliou<,ditfully carried out, and the 
artistically hand-painted ceilin<(s and walls all go to show 
the good taste of the Kesident. Prettily laid-out grounds 
and a very lirst-rate asphalte tennis-court complete the 
home chosen by her Majesty's South Australian Govern- 
ment for the man whom they appoint to guard the 
interests of their people in this far-away corner of 
Australia. 

It struck me as being rather strange that Port 
Darwin, which is the nearest point of Australia to 
Western civilisaticm, and in a direct hne from China and 
India, both of those countries being reached from here by 
smooth water all the way, should not have become, long 
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ivv this, a town of greater ina^^nitiide. The excellent 
l:in<l of this northern territory, the extensive ^old-mines 
in ilh* district, and the ahundance of water should in my 
npininn havr \io\u\ a lon^^ way to enhance its value as a 
shippin*^' port, and I helieve that when the time arrives, 
as surclv it must, when coloured lahour is allowed, this 
cnlfHiv will hid fair to he a verv dan<'erous rival to its 
si'^itTs -Victoria and New South Wales. 

( )n the arrival of the China Steam Xavi<^ation Company's 
hnat, I took mv departure for Thursdav Island, but I 
camKJt hid adieu t() this charming town without expressing 
my >inct'rcst ^n*atitude f()r all the exceptional hospitality 
I rrcrivfd at the hands of the (i()vernmcnt Resident. A 
more delij^htful host it would he impossible to find, and 
no troui>le was too ^reat where the comfort of his ^uest 
was enncenu'd. 

After a passaj^t* of three days we came to anchor at 
'riiur>day lslan<l, where is situated the head-quarters of 
the ^'H'at |H'arl fishery of Au>tralia. The hundreds of 
|H'arlinvr lu«:j^'ers, surrnunde<l by their supply schoiuiers, 
are l<» be M*en everywhere, but the picture hen* is of a far 
ditTerenl nature to the pretty town we havt^ just left. 
The want of foliaj^e aiul ^^n»en of every <lescription is very 
«»bvious. A few offices and stores in tlu^ midst of a 
mnulHa* nf dilapidated shanties and i)illiard saloons mark 
the C4>ntrast, and I thorou<:hlv believe that a few vears 
hence, wlien the |H'arlin»^' industry is exhausted, Thursday 
Islam! will l>e »^nven up to the iialf-ca^t^t Manila men 
and Japanese* who infest the place. My ya<-ht had not 
arriv«»d, and I was therefore nbh«,'ed to take up my 
«piartt»rs in an hott»l, with n<ahin^ t<> <lo but to sit down 
and wait patiently. 

The tirni wlio were actin*^' as my afjents had estai)lished 
a brandi of their business here, and 1 was therefore able to 
ubtain fresh stores, of which I was be^imiin<i: to become 
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sadly in need, withoat being obliged to write to Mdboaxne 
or Sydney for them. On the airiTal of the yacht, which had 
been unfortunate in meeting with man^r cahns, delaying 
her passage, I at once set abont getting my tiungs aa 
board, mt^ng a few repairs that were necessary and 
engaging a new crew. This finished, I set sail for Fort 
Moresby, where the seat of government is situated in 
British Mew Guinea. Expwiencing very wet weather and 
head winds, our passage to Yole Island extended kmgw 
than it would have done otherwise. This was the first 
point we made on the coast of British New Gnineo. The 
island is two miles broad and four in l«igth, wbA con- 
tains numerous peaks, the highest of which IS about 600 
feet. 

Sailing down the straits between the isLim) itii<i tlio 
mainland we very soon came upon the MisBH'n Statirin of 
tiie London Missionary Society, and on the huhiII rnlnud 
named Lolo, exactly facing it and about 'ant iiuli.' and a 
half distant, I could see the many honses, hcIkioIs. und 
church of the French Catholic Mission whu-li i>i et^tub- 
lished there. Tt appears to nie rather foolish that these 
two misBious, both excellent in their own way, should 
have chosen stations in such close proximity, to teach 
religious which differ ao much in form one from the 
other. All amusing cartoon which has lately appeared in 
the Sydney Bulletin, portraying a native in the act of being 
dragged by the legs by the missionaries on either side, goes 
a long way to show that there should be no divided 
opinions in the teachings of our Lord. 

The Bishop of Navarre, who presides over this Koman 
Catholic Mission, I met whilst at Thursday Island, whitlier 
he had Rone «u a visit. Knowing that I was on my way to 
New liritain he requested me Ut take a letter to his old 
friend Bishop Coupe, to whom he had not written for years. 
and with whom he was very desirous of communicating. 
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'I'lii-t letter I liati ill my [MisKeRisioii fur Home c< msiderable 
time. an<l \\\wi\ at last I had ajjain the pleasure of lueetiog 
|{i>h()ii t'oiiiH', I handed it tn him, but to liis inteiiKe dis- 
iiIilHiiiititient lie disi-uvtTfd that lie was reading a com- 
rtinnii'atiim to somo individual in I'aris, as the Bishop of 
Na\ane hud placed the wronf.; letter in his envelope. Of 
eriurse to those living; at home a mistake of this kind is 
tln'iiyht little or itothin<i: of. as it can he s<i easily rectified. 




hill lo those livint; in the Far Kast. wheredistanees are so 
;;r>-al an<l ))osts so seldom — nn iH-<'asiiJiis many months 
Ix'tweeit eaeh^it was. to say thi' least of il. extremely uti- 
fiirliinate that siieh a misfortune should have oeeurred, 

Sailincdowii the coast with all oureanvas spreaci, it was 
not lontElx-'fon.' we liove J'ort Moreshy in sit;lii; and shortly 
iifii-rwardH. just ax thesun was sink in<.' heiieath thehori^^on, 
came to anchur in Fairfax HarlHmr. when we wen' imnie- 
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diately boarded by a young Englifibman, who held the ap- 
poin till out. amongst numerous others, of Custom Hous<? 
officer, for it could not possibly be an English port, however 
small, without a Customs Department. I was told that a 
great many improvoments had been effected here, although 
at the timeof my visit it would be hard to find a more dreary 
and dried-up looking spot anywhere in the South Pacific. 
Unfortunately Sir William MacGregor was absent in the 




cxiirdilions which li,- s,. ,.|trn 
ir natives wilh llir iii:inn.i-> an.i 
II. to pni|i.i;:atc (■ivili>.ali.>ii. :ui.l 

rrtiiiried nu<'iiorm<iiis n—p.i't f-r 
■- rarrii'd mi ilie ;,'nvrnnnriii "I 
yi'iirs pjtst. ;uid my di^jipp. ,iiii- 
HiisviTv t,Tfat ind.ed. M.m. 



THE NATIVES. 247 

(V.T. \\\v •^I'litk-nian who was actin*,' for liiiii did everytliiiis 
Lf ciiiild to luiike my short visit a [tluasaiit one, Bhoning 
lilt' i)V(-r tlic lu'iid station and native tnulint; institution 
which is fstnhhshi'd \wr^:. the i)iinfi|ial native villayo in 
thi- harlxmr, and all thi- other places of inteivst in the hay. 



The fact of its bcint; the dry si-a> m >'\\ thr oecasion of 
my visit ix-rhaita accounts for thf }ialf-staived and miser- 
iilily thin apix'arance i>f the nativ.-;. wlmsr only dresB 
eonHiKtod of a small pieee of loid rmmd tlu' waist of the 
men, and a short skirt, luaiiufacturud of boiiuna leaves 
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strung together, about fifteen indws. in length, fbr the 
women. Ulcers and absc»ses, skin dja ea see and elephas- 
tdastB seemed very prevalent amongst them. Strolling at 
the back of the village, the houses of which are bnilt oat 
on piles in the water, I observed many wfunen in .the aet 




of bein^ tiiltiidod, for it is the custom to tattoo from head 
to foot cveiT female. Comineiicing from infancy, they are 
market! with stniiifre designs and li{;ures, until, when they 
lire griiwn »]>, there is no space left for more. 

At one house, where I could see a woman stretched on 
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till' t;r<iuiiil undi'rytiing the smiiewhat painful operation, I 
-li|)]M'il in to wutfb the modus operandi. liai*! flat on 
her hack, and with several people on eitlior side to hold 
h>r stijj, she wns underj^oing the torture, for I can call it 
hy no other word, of liaving circular and zigzag lines 




M-..r.-il round her hreiisls. A wi.niiin kii.eliny h,>i,U' her, 
with H Mtiall iiiece of sti<-k. s.im,. < ii:ht iii.h. - in h-nyth. 
attarhed to the |)..inl of whieli. :ind at ri-ht :ui^'le> t<. it. 
was II Ion;; thorn, resemhJiiit,' smmw iial a ~liar|i darniny- 
tiiM.-(lle. was the uperutur, and uft«T Hketching the rwjuisite 
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dMiKn upon tli« IxMly «( Uie \-iettni m cb«mial anil «o 
bUck nml Ktii-ky MitMiuKv n)itAtii«Ml tmiu tlic iNu-k of k 
W-rUuii Inn-, with onottuT kuiull »Di1 wriuhUtl ntirk in t)>e 
nflior ham). hIh* <^iuiut>n<-o>l fitrikmo llic iiiii)l<-Jii**^t « tik-h 
•tic \au\ pl>ii<4) u|nn tlti> kkt'U-hitl-uiil piirltiin until ithe 
h»l ]inrko.| KiifficH'iitly tluti jwn «li<' *»» "Iwurnw vi 
tall4Kiin)>. an<) UIikhI aim lliininj; mpitUDtly. 

KiirtlitT lui i)(u«t Uh- vi]|ii|i<' Sir William MaHJrejftir Ims 
catiMil niitaT |ii|K^ III In- UkI. <u> ihiit inH <uily Xatw 1\k 
iutiv<-^ \\ fn-uli witttTr uupplv bniuuht (a tlit-m. l>ot ships 
cui fill llt<tir twika witliont InmMv. nnd it i^ iiIm* uiilisn) 
f'lr irnj^Ktintt Uii-' t;niuDil hir aiute ntOMtlcnlrlt.' ilntooiv. 
thiib fitubliii)! the nmtiv«s In have a pood rap|)).v of 
vegvtalilt!* in tbit dhuat wmuia ; altlwinKti ) mm MmJjr 
nfmi-l lliJit iIh> iiid.'l.-nl <lti'i».M.iti.'ti ..f tlh- x<r**\*\f will 
never allow thi-iii to liiivv anythiii),' in the way of food 
«-xii|>t tliiil Mlii<h ^ToM^ itself iiiiil is all hut placed id 
tlx-ii inoiiiKs 

Mr MnHfn^v\T, liu- (ioviniiiifnl Sivretary, very kindly 
otTin-cl nil' a |)assa;;c as far as Saiuanii on the Goveni- 
iii'iit stiaui ya.-til Mcrrir Kinjlam/. and at the same time 
l>rniiiisi'il >li<- ^lumlil tow the yacht Ixthiud her. Thoe- 
fcjre. aftir riinaininj; lure for fortyH'ight huure, during 
which time my water tanks were replenished, I went on 
hoani ihe yfrrrit HiujUiihI luid sturt«-d. The ciiast after 
leaviii;.' Port Mufeshy ussiuuoh a far more regular aspect 
than I lind as vit exix-rieiiced . A rwf which runs for 
many luilcN panilli! to the coast lm«i cnuseil the destruc- 
tinii nf many ve^rls at different times. 

'riLi-.-ailiti^: iiiir way ihnmsh the numerous coral |iatches, 
which are In lir ir.icid hy the discoloured water, in this 
vicinity, \vc ijiiiekly maile the iijH'n sea. hut si>oii after- 
wards a strong,' win. I an i ii.avy sea risinj.'. we were ohlisttl 
to let yo tiic yariit- haw-T, as my eapiain signalled there 
wan luo much strain iijimi lur. After couimutiicutiug 
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with him til come oil iis quickly as possible to Samarai 
Wf slciiiiicd iihi'ail. and shortly afterwards she was lost 
sit,'ht of Wlow tlw horizon. 

Pussinj: Iht' Owfii Stanley ranf,'e to the eantward 
of the Papuan (Inlf, I cotiM see <|iiit(! plainly Mount 
\Htoria on aic'iunt of its <;i-eat liei^lit— i:i'200 feet. 
This it the hifiliost [wak in the ranye. N'nnieniiis villages 
wire si'i-n all ahmt; th<' ctwist, and ciwoanut trees in great 




profusion were observed even hi^'h up in the nioniitains, 
hut I was infonned tliat the natives werf very treache- 
nm-. and lK)re a had ehanieter. nntwillistandin-,' the fact 
that Sir William Mai-Gregor, with an irnn though kindly 
hand, has niled the country fur su lunj,'. (Iwint; to thr 
s<-\erityof the weather and the luavy h. ad sea the pas- 
s;ii,'i' t<Kik limyer than we ex|M<tid. and it was not until 
tlie mumiiift of the fouirth day that we pnssed th» inland 
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of Kwato, and anchored opposite the houses of Samarai 
some half an hour later. 

Samarai, or Dinner Island, as it is called, is flat, with 
the exception of a small hill on the eastern side. It is the 
seat of the Government for the eastern portions of New- 
Guinea, and when I arrived there was a judge from 
Queensland residing there to try the numerous small 
native cases. The whole island has been planted with 
cocoanut trees, and that which at one time was a hu»:e 
swamp in the centre of the island has now been tilled up 
and converted into a cricket ground, and a place of 
recreation for the one or two fjuropeans whose occupji- 
tions oblige them to remain here. Pineapples seem to 
grow in great quantities, and the Government buildings, 
the one or two stores, and the beautiful avenue leading to 
the judge's residence, and the many and various-coloured 
crotons growing by the wayside, make Samarai as habit- 
able as possible. About five hundred tons of coal are 
stored here for the use of her Majesty's ships. The 
isljiTid was once the property of the L(mdon Missionary 
Society, liaviii^^ Ix'cii ])()n^jlit by them from the natives. 
hut was ^ivcn up to the (ioverninent, as being more suit- 
able, in exehan^^e for tlie island of Kwato, oti which they 
are now establislied. ^Nlr. Abel, the missionary' in charge 
of the station, paid nje a visit, and on learning that my 
yacht was expecte(l in tlie course of a few days persuaded 
jne to come on sliore and live witii iiim until she cain«'. 
Availin;^ myself of his kindness, and thanking the captain 
and olhcci ^ oi" the M( rrit Efujland for all their ho>pitaht\ . 
I \\a^ [)ulled ovei' to this small island, which is (»nly ah«»ui 
lliree-fjuarteis of a nnle in length and half a mile \\\ 
width. an<l hi^ih up in the centre of which is ^ituati'd lh« 
nnssioiiai y'> house. 

Mr>. Ahel received me with much cordialilN . and lL< 
weel< 1 spent with them passed oidy too (piickly. Tht* 
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iiti—iiiii !nmst' is hir^-e ami Vfi-y well built ; i'uriiishcd with 

■ \'jui~ili' ta-itf, it is rrplcrcwitlii'ViTviimifoit, iirul Icoulil 
liii'-illy li.'lii-Vf, iiftff iiwv.mn r.mnil the prettily iimillfli'il 

■ lrawjii^-]-..<)iii. tliat llu- l;ni>l I siiw Ixliii'.' itic coiitaini'd all 
till- iiialari'iiH swamps iiTiil tmkiinwii forcKtsor NowCiuineii. 
Mr-. AIn'I. wh.iM- .liUy it is to siiiHTiiiti'ml the ti-ainin-; of 
tl..' tinm.'roiis iiativ<'' •'liil.hvii tliey haw a<lopi<'<l. hdd a 
-.•lirH.l I'Vrrv iiioniiii<:. ami it is truly womicrfiil wliat an 




ainoniil ol iiit.-lli<.'.'m-.- lh<-..- Mnall >av:<L:<-< ili~pla> I'v.ii 
iiltr'ra iiw wet'ks of tuili..ri. In tlir :ilIiru..oii :l ,l;iss t..r 
ii.-.il.-M..rk t;(k.->. pla.T, iukI tlu- ..xprrl aii.l li-xt.-nms 

tMii:>'r-<<r th<-s<- y»un^' I |<1>' a;:aiii pr<>\<' ihal lluy haw 

U.-ii Mill into the worhi fiT -i-tm- piuiM.-. . 

At th.' tiiiif of my visit Mr. Al" 1 »:i-. in th<- a.l nf 
hiui.hii;,' a stoiu' rlmrfli. th. !ir-t . \,r .■iv,-t..l in Niw 
(iuuiia. with no otlicr help than the ftvv iiativi' (.hililrni 
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«ltit durind up llio liini' nnil slnnu fhim thi- bL-acb liekiir, 
and Uiv fpw Pii|»iianf wlio collocn-ii tlw mnttTtal sad 
tvumDd llicHtiio for liini. Tlim won iJl tlit> lunti- wondvrfal 
iw tlien* id not lo Iw fuund a M|Uiutf .viutl uf Irvcl p^vund on 
Ihe wboto iftland, iitid thi^ ln»k >>r Irvt'lltnj: Llic n^tiuite 
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willi. M'«nu'<l ti' 111 

TakinB !i sir..ll . 

whirii is sriiiinif.i 
sMUir tw.. ImlHilv, 



:nii1 Kouldcrs liiid ti> In- coiitcmled 

to Im- iiliiiost 11 litTfuleiiti one. 

■ ivi'iiiii),' cm tlif ishiiid nf llogeai. 
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miiiuTous villa<;es, tliickly populated witli natives, the 
WMiiifii ill many instances bein^ liard at work making 
mts, l)ut tlu* men as a nile lying sleeping or chattering 
to^'etlier. A great many pigs were seen, also chickens, 
Imt everywhere the pariah dog so connnon amongst all 
tin* isIancU of the South Pacific. The natives, who were 
IriiiHlIy. crowdi'd round me and asked innumerable ques- 
tion>. Their frizzy hair, which grows to an enonnous 
txtent all over the head, is kept from altogetlier becoming 
a tangled mass by a pronged band)oo comb, which every 
now an<i then the y pass through it. Tiike the natives on 
the mairdand. they wear little or no clothing, and are for 
«'Vrr busy chewing the Ix'tel nut and lime. The women — if 
possible more hideous to look upon than the men — are 
tatliMMMl from lu»ad to foot, and the custom of besmearing 
their fa<'es and heads with a black, stickv substance re- 
Minbling pitch during their time of mourning is practised 
hrre. Their weapons consisted of bows, arrows, and siH»ars, 
and I saw many evidences of their dealings with the 
whit*' men in the owniTship of knives and tomahawks. 

.Vt night couhi Ik' heard far away in the forest weird 
-rounds from their tom-toms and drums, waitings and 
>lH»utiiig, which U\\i\ us that their lewd dances and other 
disgusting orgies were taking place. 

One evening a crv of ** Sail O! " resnmidrd ibrouj/hout 
the island from every mouth that could gi\e tongue, a 
custom which is universal, wherever a white man resides 
in tht*s(> parts, on sighting a ship, and on running round 
the veraiulah I |)i*rceived in tin* far distanee the white sails 
glistening in the evening sun of my little vtssel. and 
running up a signal from the tIagstalT of tin* Mission. I 
ver\ s<M»n ac<|uainted the captain with inn whereabouts, 
and 4*re the last glimmer of daylight had departed she 
was riding at anchor bv Kwalo Harlxmr. 

The one and onlv regret I have in mv lueiuorv of the 
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visit I piiid here was the loss of my little fiix-terrier 
" Spot." who had heeii micli a coiii[Minioii on tht- voyajic 
and such a safe guanl to the sliip. Hishatred foranvonv 
hlaek was unhoiiiided, and tiiaiiy tiiiios I have split with 
laughter on seeing him clear the deck of many natives by 
causing thcin to jimip overhoard in their ahsoliite tfinir 
of him, and on more than one occasion, wlien one has 




l.M.k 111 -Iiniv Mllr rv.'llirit; liT M nitl, ^llld - ■ -^i'. a', 

ii|.j"-ar.a his d.'li^'hl !it lu'JIl^ Mil Urm ln-m.< lli;it '.. 
ni>li,-.l iin.lh ;ii.nui ;ill owr l)i.' isl;nid t,'iT..,i-inL- U- 
tuuiv.> .n.l L-auMD^' ii^. mu.-h ;iimlim>i„< tit hv l,i^ i.iiti.- 
I'n -rnllv I In.i ^i^ht ..f liiiii.and ailh-ii^'ii I .■.dl. ■! .in.l 
Msiivli..! III.' whnl,. Inland limu ■■iid 1.. ■iid I •-..xM :,.,t 
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find him. and whether he was snapped up by an alligator 
on the l)each, or whether he attempted to swim to the yacht 
and was taken by a shark, I never knew. But that was 
the la.st I ever saw of him, and his disappearance must 
thus remain for ever a mystery. 

I cannot close this chapter without expressing the very 
highest feelings of regard I have for the way in which 
Mr. A1h»1 is carrying out his work here. His perfect 
knowledge of the language of course brings him in very 
close* contact with the natives, and he is thus enabled 
to dispel many of the sujwrstitions so prevalent amongst 
them. His style of teaching, in my opinion, so much 
l)etter than I have hitherto seen practised by Protestant 
iiiiKsionaries, must without fail mark him sooner or 
later as a well-known figure in mission labour in New 
(Tuinea; and his love for athletic sports, the taste for which 
he is fast infusing into the minds of the natives, will one 
day cause him, I should say, to become the most popular 
teacher in the countrj'. Bidding adieu to my kind and 
hospitable friends, I set sail for New Britain, calling 
at Samarai to get on board the few articles I had pur- 
chased in the store there. 
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Tho mode nf |imcMlnn- in tlius nbteining the 1 
tiiiticlH fi>r Wit! vnrwun plunDkltonit vt w dilkiwh : — The ■ 
ftmnni! *t the miintn' wlivn- ilic rapum ii< dcfiinHW \ 
gvihnt* iiKtitU. k<i'(ic HM iii-iu- ihi' «l)utv a& lliu n«fa « 
allon. Hwt* AH' llicn lom-rvNl iH)uipped with 
Uniialiawkn, t-f»l(iurf<i caltcn***. |>i)mw, tnhw.'vfv cUas li 
Mill iimny othnr wiuUl arin-U^ Iikc-lv lo pnivo attracuv«| 
tbv ttyufe of tlie nativni. TItey Uien poll twlimv and | 
rlixw tt> II10 bcmch. Ktcm rir»L. m> a« lo be abU' U* iniD «w 
at iin«< ill it«M< it( nitiu-k. This ift, nf i-imuw, a "i 
dattf^ronit unilurl»kin>!. lu ih« natives wotild 
iti)ttaiicr» kill Uic nt-riiitiT and crow, n-i_'nr ttivv 
deterred by tlio ught or no many rifle* and rovolvt^ 
Par eVMT^ native whii electa li> ro. fnr a pt^rioil rrf nen 
bt-h than Ibn-r vi-afR. whicb is iindcn>t<Nw|, im-M-ntc ( 
ttiiiiiihiiwks. nilic'NiK. &i-.. an- nt once handed over to his 
rrliitiiin-. an<t whi-n tlit-y have n suthoient nomber of men 
thiiv jiri' |>nt III) iHiai'il 11 sccoikI boat and sent to the ship. 

Ill this wiiy, riillint.' at many villa>;t'R as tbey go aloDg, 
iK-iasionally 111 a vcj-y short tinit^ they cet their foB 



i<>iii|)lriiii'iit. whrii they at onw start ill [n N'« (.iiiiriea 

in- fnr wliinviT tlii'y an- n-cniitin'; hil><>iir. The uaU^'ea 

lit lit till- rato of alxitit tivi: niack> |Mr 

tlii'ir want's Hn> nl\vny<t {wid in kind I am 

not iilwnys nx'eive the jusl amount. End 

)iriiviilt'i1 with a Miiall iiK-tiil dthc. which it 

tkI lii> neck. IxarinR n nunilx-r comwpoDding 

. 11:11111' ill ;i IxHik kept for the |Hir[><>Nc. but maajr 

ih.'s.' diH'- •'iih<'r <:t-t lost or .'\.'h;in>:<->l. and tb« 
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nativcH riiiiii^elv.!.. fmnottinfr tiven tli^' \i-ry 1 
own viilayc, iivl iamlcil on their n'tnm :it Hu- 
anil aiv cnii-iiincntly killrd and faten 

Sir-olliii>; (hroiii;]! a villa^.' one dit> witli 
ijncsi III' soTiic inw ^]>t'l■il■- of ornitlKil.ii;^ 
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>»;iU* iiiJiny of tlieir ornaments, and I was surprised to see 
how \vx\ much l)etter they were made than those of the 
Now (Tuiru'a jK^ople. Their weapons, spoons, and bowls 
wt-rr (k'hratelv carved in ebonv, and tliey led me to 
l)ch<'V<' that a ^'reat cpiantity of this wood was to be 
foun<i there. Their hair was worn in ringlets han*^ing 
oviT their shoulders, and they appeared to be a far finer 
nif<* of men than the inhabitants of the mainland. At 
tir^t vtTv shv, thev verv soon <^ained confidence, and 
crowding' round tlu^ ship, were all very ea<^er to trade. 

There have been great nmnbers of pearls discovered 
luTe bv the natives, and for which thev have received 
from the white traders visiting them such an ov(»r-abundant 
supply of tonuihawks that these tools were willingly 
otYered me for a stick of tobacco each. 

Having heard so nuich of the great power the chiefs 
fXerciNC over tlu» p*'ople in this group of islands, I was 
nio>t anxious to Hnd the mission station, which I was 
told was hereabouts, so that the missionarv could show 
nie thn)Ugh one of their villages, but unfortunately the 
native's, who could not speak any l^nglish. seemed cpiite 
imabl** to understand my desin*, and although I anchored 
;in<l M'Ut mv boat awav the whole of one dav to look for 

• • • 

It. I was unable to discover where it was. 

The caiUH's in which the natives surrounded the ship 
wiif of excellent design and most beautifully carvtMl, 
iM'ing dug out from the solid trunk of a finely grained 
tree, partially decked over in the bows. Although 1 
otTi*re<l a considerable amount of trade, tlu'v could not 
Ih* induced to part with one. The whoh* of tlh's** islands 
seem to Ik* tlat. but verv thicklv wooded with enormous 
trees, some of wliich were cpiite loO feet high; and 
judging from the cpiantities of yams, taros, and other 
priMlucts brought to me for sale, the land must be of a 
most fertile nature. 
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Contmniug my jooniey past Normandy lalaiid, s h^ 
island in the south of the d'EntiecaateMiz groi^ I 
shortly afterwards sighted Cape St. Geoiga, which lies st 
the extreme sooth of Kew Ireland, and v^ere the boHIot 
of the Marquis de B4 Expedition I have already deacsibed 
landed, and afterwards met with their untimely end. 

New Ireland was discovered in the seventeenth cenimy, 
and was, with New Britain, for consideraldy. over ■ 




hundred years, considered to be a portion of the island of 
New Guinea, and this idea was not dispelled until the 
visit uf Danipier in the eighteenth century, when it wtik 
found that the straits which bear Iiis name divided 
New Guinea from it, and even another fifty years elapsed 
before New Ireland and New Britain were discovered by 
Carteret to be two distinct islands. 

Beating up St. George's Channel against considerable 
head winds and currents, it was not until a week later ! 
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ptnvivi-<! tlif houses at Horhortsnii . which, as I have 
lilr.-a.iy iiii'iitiniK-i] in the first part of lliis volume, is the 
^.lai i)f (uriiiaii (jiivcriimciit in tliis ar(hipt'laj,'i>. 

Aft.T a short ih'hty I sailed on to Kahiiii. and for the 
M'f'Hiil lime liail thu pteiisiire of meeting,' my old friends. 

Here I found ■jreat iiiijirovements had hecn niiidc; the 
{dantatioiih had been c'otisideral>ly extended for many 
miles into tlie interior, roads had been cut thniufjh the 
entire esiiite. and Imrses and carriages imported from 
Australia. Mrs, Kolhe had huilt herself ii most palatial 
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resulinee, and, in fael, everycliint; hud iliaiit:i'i 
exevptinn of their welcome, for they wtie as 
)iii.-pital>le to me as on the last oe<'a>ioii of my < 

.V few days after my arrival I pn'misnl Ihe 
>bt'\\ them some coiijnrin;; and >ltij:lit-'if-ha 

On the day tixed. from dayli^'lit in llir mornini; natives 
ll.ieked down fn>m all parts of the inlcrior and from 
many miles alon^; the coast to witiu-s ihe performance, 
iind I was afterwanU held iii yreat awe ami veneraticm 
by everj' one 1 came across. No luatler huw tiimple tltt> 
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tricks the nati'veB wwe opcn-moathed \ 
and that day eained hst me tbe titlo uf " tabfimn " (ileni 
timmghoattlie'nholeofNen' Britain, anil without » 
a hnndrod years henoe the " taboran" whit c-ame in a 
ship and made mango tteeh ^rrow before their eye&. :in4i 
fire come out of his month, will be talked of sh i 
of the wooden of their c:>mntry, and I daresay 
rnnch exaggeration. 

Time was getting sbcni, imcl the ubjtx-t of my cnlLii^ 
here, namely, to get hnntti^^ tn gu tu tlic Admtrallf 
Islands, was with great diffii^nlty accompHMhi'd, aiul to ti 
the hopes of getting one or twu wiva-k I sailc-d ovit to 
Mioko, one of the smaUer iKhiiuIs of thv Duke <>l Yurt 
group, and poBBessing a very wi'Il-sliulturKil liiu-Uiur. 
having two entrances, capalile df ivthuitting vo)Uh.>I» of wiy 
size. 

This group of islands coiiuistii of thirteen in naml>er, 
of which the Dnke of York Islan<l is the largest. Tbe 
Island of Mioko baa been cliosen by a large GeniuuiT 
Samoan company, as a copra and recniiting stittion. a 
is managed by a gentleman named Schultze. About amile 
in length, and three-quarters in mdth, with its high land 
at one end gradually sloping down to the sea at the other, 
it is a most picturesque spot. The station itself is 
charmingly situated at the lower end of the island, and 
obtaining the direct sea breezes from all points of the 
compass, is considered one of the healthiest spots in the 
Bismarck archipelago. It is completely sarroanded by 
cocoaiiut and orange trees, and has its magnificoit 
natural harbour on the one side, and is protected fatHU 
tidal waves and hurricanes on the other by a large reef 
i-unniiig out to a considerable distance. 

At the far end of the island I found a large, undergroond 
grotto, abounding with ferns. Here, until quite recently. 
natives who, according to their own confessioD. are 
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CliannvJ. AfU-r two ninrt' rtftrs here the weather mode- \ 
rHtrx] n lilUf. an<l I UiiTi*fnn< iiuuie another Mart. Cntwl- 
iiiK >t|i X\»- nofilit-Aiit otftjit I'f N<<n Hntaiii. m ns t<> kwpj 
out of ihi' lull foiiv (•( till* cumiiU. and keeping well 



mli-r lilt' Im' of till' Iftml iis (nr n 
ttt imtrun* n uih*! htart in a nurtlwrly tlitvc-tiifD. antl a kmg 
Uianl iicnwii tn the New Ireland c««>4. and so by toldni; 
tliurt tnc-ka uhh aliU- lit niuke t:(>o>l hi-wln-ay. 
Th4> nati\-i4i. who «» iU>nM>ly pi»|>nlalo New Ireland. 
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II t)i<'ii-(litr<T<'iit vil)a;:(-s in most l>oautiful]y- 
;inMr^ ;i- \\i- Willi iilcniy. to i'xclianj;e their 
•ill-. ;iii.i ornain.iits for tolmcco. Tiu-y are 
iiilml- jiiiil \i'i-v ir.'jicliiroiis: wear n.> t-loth- 
r. aiul jilllifii;:li iiiiuiy of tliflii I'ould sjieak 
-li. lia\iiii: liciii ;n\ay to Fiji, Sivmoa. ami 

!•> lal. ■ liaiiii- f..i- till' i-liiiitatioiistlu'R'. they 

iiinn- t,. I.,- trii-uil. In fai-t my cxjH'rience 
n.' llial l)i"-i' nam.- of tlio Sinitli IWific 
\.il ;iiii^>ni.'-t \\liitf |>i.'ni.ic. iind liavu thus 
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t)iMi)(itiL-H of bi-&iiti(iil jiiniapplca, which thor taAA gnv 
all over llw isluid. 

A Wm- tuilm mnd« tbo straits I ramc Ui ttw- •uit-cbitirai 
iMihMiihnK to the OamiMl Trethnj; C«ii))Mnv. Hcrr I fuund 
n voiiiiK Mitxicmn, who n-u virn* phmwil U< ■>■?« ■ whit« faee 
nfnuii I <uirlinn'<l thrrf for tlw iiifjht, iVMiiaini; luy 
jtHimt^y with llir itiW nl iluybmik iirKl lUy. C'oiuinaoiu 
tatvatiiH u( ii«tivt!<« piud iiif %-iMU, iind tnulerl Tniit uid 
Asti Urc u>h«coo. Tan piiwAppli<» ware itbtainobl* for one 
irtiuW !•( hi(iiu»i> vmluiH] nt u lialf|H)nny. St^-vral D«tiT«a 
cnuiu on boatrd, all Milliit)! t» hImiw me the p«a8af*e wUdi 
wnuld Knolili- litf In mil u|i tliv mat cuut of Ni-w UuioVcr 
iU)<t iiiHiile a hnrri<-r nvf which extends nliuif; that cnwt. 

Aft*-r a mile or two wii were iuN<)t.<. anil the <ighl 
which pcwtcnleil it>telf 1 nhall never fitrijet. The Miiiiu>n>ii<t 
iHlaiKis rr<nniii<: l)i<- n-.-f on my njiht %wtli iK-i.^trh 
wikmIi'iI slu.ri's ;inii [unlilic iiii<!<r;,'i-nvili. iiinl thi> yrand 
Mvii.-rv ..f Nr« ILiiiMUT l- Ihr l.'fl.with it- i.Kiiinuin 
niiij,'.' .■\l.-iiilnii: ;i- fur as tlu> .->,• miil.l nwh. ;ui.l its 
IM'.ik- ;.lt;iimii- MX allitii.U' -f ;ilH.iit -J.IIOO f.vt : the U-M 
li,-a<Il;iMiU ari.l lli.- r..;ir -.f lli.' -iirf Livakiii- ..vt-r the e..nil 
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('annil>;ils, held their luan-eiiting festivities. A walk 
alon;: the i)each throut^h a shady avenue of cocoanut 
trees, and I came upon a cemetery, a little enclosed patch 
well kept and fenced round with a neat bamboo rail. 
Wvxr lie buried Dr. Kleinschmidt and his two assistants, 
Messrs. Sihultze and Becker, who were sent out by 
Messrs. (lodefroy and Sons, of Hanlbur^^^ to collect 
curios and natiual history specimens. Whilst here, 
desirin<: to visit the mainland of New Britain, they 
at temple* I to en«:a<^'i' natives to paddle them across, 
liut as the l)uke of York Islanders and tliose on the 
maiidand nf New Britain were then at war thev refused 
In take them. With a little strate^^y they obtained the 
services of the people of Outuan, another of the islands in 
tlir harbour, but they also, on learnin*,' their destination, 
ilcelined to laki* them and started for home. The Ciermans 
then folltiwed them. and. stupidly fired a j^'un to fri»,diten 
them into compliance with their wishes, whereupon the 
natives turne<l and attacked tlu'in. spearin«,' and toma- 
hawking: them to death. The chief of the island, liokop, 
took no part whatever in this murder, and was afterwards 
influential in delivering' up tlu* pi'rpetrators to the (iovern- 
meiit. Thi*re are several other ^'raves, the names on 
them bavin*/ been erased bv time and weather, but thev 
all belong to white men who have Ihh'ii murdi*red in this 
;4n)Up. 

l)urin«; my visit a curious custom was beinj^ enacted. 
'I'he l)uk-l)uk. f»»r that is the name it ^^u's by, is an 
int<-restin;; institutit>n. ori;.rinally emanatin*; from this 
;:roup of islands. Many huiulreds of years a;^o it was 
in\ented i»v a celebnited chief lu*ie. as a form of native 
jM»li<*e. At the outset, men wlm had misbehaved them- 
sehes in the principal villa^'c, ami were conse<piently 
debarre<l from ^ettin^ food then*, used to cover them- 
selves witli leaves, worked into weird and strain«^'e shajH*s. 
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and repair to neighbouring villages, and on their tvrnlyxa^ « 
the people to. BUcli an extent, they willingly gave them 1 
food in order^to get rid of them. This costuinc proved ' 
80 saocessfnl'in working upon the fears aotl HUpGntitioi 
of .the : natives tliat evontnally the chi«fs aiTo(piU*d to 
themselves the. rl^ht »f cUiUiing a kind of pidicu in tlus 
imuiner,- and- any of their enemicB wtsrc thus hunied 
dow4 by. the Duk-Duk who could and did kill any ooe | 
with impunity. 

Any: WODUUD looking upon the l>uk-Duk was inuue- 




diiiteiy put to death, and even down to the present day 
upon the faintest sign of the approach of this dreadful 
)ip2>'Lrition the women all fly in terror and bury them- 
selves ill the densest jungle possible. 

I was very fortunate to be here when the Duk-Duk 
was fH rviil'-nce. 

One morning the Xing of Outuan. who is quite the 
most important chief here, paid me a visit, accom- 
panifil by several men and women, whose bodies were 
very artistically painted and who were decorated with 
many coloured croton leaves and native flowers. He 
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caiiic to cxliihit his own native dance in honour of niv 
prrM'iu't*. AftiT [H'rforniinf^ various straii^'o evolutions and 
sin;:iiit; many sonj^'s «)f love and war to the accompaniment 
of ilifir native drums, thev were with considerable diffi- 
eulty j>ersuaded to allow themselvi^s to be photographed. 

'I'he kin«; then reciMved a few fathoms of dewarra and 
many sticks of tobacco as remuneration, and presentintj; 
mc with a very handsome «lancin<^ spear, they all took 
thrir <lrparture. 

On one occasion a nativt? brou^^dit me a small fish 
on his sjH'ar point, sayin<^ in |)idjin l^n^^dish, ** That 
frilar he savey too nnich, he ki-ki aion<^' o' me plenty, 
mr die tinish." meaning' to say that the fish was 
an artful customer ami if bitten i>y him 1 should die. 
Placin;^' it in a bottle of s|>irit 1 unfortunately touched 
one of the s|)iky tiuN, whiUt pressin^r in the cork, 
hnmediately I felt an electric shock run up my arm and 
one drop of blond a|>|)eared nil my lin^^^er. Hushing to 
the verandah I at mice |)rocure(l brandy and annnonia, 
in which I bathed my injured hand, but in an incredibly 
slmrt space of time 1 became insensible, and had it not 
U'en for the timely arrival of a captain of a recruiting 
schoniier then lyin«4 ofV the island I should probably never 
ha\e recovered. 'I'he captain at once |)roceeded to ad- 
minister brandv in en<u'mous dusis, with the result that 
after .some time I recoveri'd consciousness. He then 
walked me uj> and down, thou«,'h feelin;^' dead beat, for 
iiianv liours. contimiallv <losin<' me with brandv until the 
|x>ison was c<»nquere<l. I was, howrver. coiitiiied to my 
IkmI for ten days, a severe attack of bver superveninj^'. 

In spite «)f this unfortunate occurrence my collection 
here was verv satisfactorv, man\ new -species bi'in«' dis- 
covered. The captain of this recruitin*^' "^hip would 
kmdlv sit bv me durinj' mv sickn*"^'^ and spin manv 
yarns in cunnectiun witli liis n-truitin<: work. 
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iiuuiy Uliwlb »lwB>-s fat be fmiu) an tb« 
odiintrit!* m \V\v Koiitli Tii -ifir. h ww k>w and denat 
woii(]i>>l. tuul II tuo' •MDily beocb, and kis t 
cntiMy bv a Inni: coral nef. with bat one or Vm 
I «idL- pnont;b U> purmit (if a AiuaU )w<at i 
I grouii<liU(; on tho btacb. TIk- itjand •9ija> fnrij 
•Imi with ciw-iMnat itKlnif, anil allliniu;h ciTfjunlv duI I 
mill' in riRUinrrrrncv. il ruiiUiiifd twu fjoftd-an 
villAirra, ■>«rh ci>nl*inme wrmil hutidnti iiihaltiUola. 

TIm^ nntivi'* tlM^iiMdvni luv Mxnt'wKut ■iiiiilar tu i 
nf Nvw Irclaml. thi- umn jit'i'iV |N'r(t<utJy n«kr*), whitr i 
wrniMUi, lK«iido« wraniift m wuidl bnucli of bbrr iti fro 
u)d hobind tMpnibling a wt^p «>r bay, luid which i- kcj 
in ib place by a bBodhl i>f hiqw itlaot (aMtened ruund Sm 
liiiiui, nlw) rt>v(-r tbfir bfiid- with n furiouft arratiecnifni 
ij( LoHatta li-iivt'!! m.'wii tdCL-tbt-r, rt-f>t.-ujblii]}; Miuujwhat a 
rwii'K Clip, but bavinji n run*' bat-kwivda. 

Sni'«>L fHiinliMii aud t&ria Kn>w hrrv in KH-at qoantitia. 
Uld .\\w |>r"pl.- citn«M7»liwnUy aft- vt-ry fat umI well ami 
five fniiii llm iiuidiUt nkiii dittuKti-M iMually «<) pn.-\-^rat. I 
wiw iu>Ui»u>hi><l at Ml luiuiy of tl>e nntivirst it|i«aldn(( pidjin 
Kiifi^i'^'K ■^'xl '^" nin)(iiie inqniriui found that yiiars a^n a 
Ifival niiiuWr of thi-iii ha<l workttl on tlic plaiitatHms in 
Fiji and (jutt'ORlund iM-'fiiiv (ienuany Unk iMwaimnnD ri 
thL»>f tM)nnd)i. TbiK t;i'ra far titpMiti' thi* im-al intoUif^vnee 
pofMt^Hwd by tbnu- pi-oplc, oh tbry cimid not hare worked 
flit Kntjlisbiut'ri ninrc It*^^. whpn Gn^t HriUuD ceaaed to 
proU-d tbio nifhipi-la^i). and yet they bavT Htill reuioed 
thttir knowlttltiti uf our InnKHOKi:^. and in siinic instanoA 
sjMikr it in.ist Hu.'iitly. 

Out' iiioiiiiti^-. whilst pns»inc thmugh the viUage, I 
inii;.'lii ^il:1ii iif 11 nutivc iipimnmlly very luucb interested 
III tlu' p;iliii nf tlir liiiiiil nf liimtber. and on interrelating 
him 1 liMniccl tlial tli.'V liiuv ;i U'liff that every man. 
Miiiiiiiii, iiii<i i-liilil 1h1iiii;;> to nni- or iiiiother sixK-iea of 
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l>«'ciiliar to these islands. Taking some small white or 
black shell they exi>ertly chip it until it assmues the 
shajx* of a ^\\\\ wad, and the size of a small fj[love button, 
but onlv half its thickness. A hole is then bored 
throu^'h the centre with a small piece of flint fixed in 
the end <»f a stick, resemhiinjjj somewhat a Chinese drill. 
Thousands of these are thus made, and then strung up(m 
ji thin strip of rattan or cane and sold in lengths of 
twt*lve inches or so. l^y this means food is bought, 
articles cxchan«j;ed, and debts paid from one village to 
another. 

On another occasion, rambling along a native path with 
my l)uttertly-net, I came across and captured many hun- 
dreds of small l)uttertlies, which were all crowding together 
in one sjxit only. This particular s|H»cies I did not see 
anywhere else in the group. I afterwards found them to 
Ih' new, an<l thev have since been described. This is one 
instance of proof that these insects are very local. 

Among other birds. 1 collected numy pigeons, the most 
beautiful (»f which was a ground pigeon of metallic bronze, 
and apparently very connnon throughout these islands. 

I got but little assistance from the natives, as they 
were one and all so infernallv lazv, makin*; their wcmien 
tlo everything for them, except to eat and sleep. 

There is a mission station situated in Port Hunter in 
the northern part of the larger island, but I did not 
visit it. 

We obtained enormous supplies of fish here, which 
kept the ship going all the time she was in harbour, 
but owing to the extreme indolence of the (veople, vege- 
table pnnluce was very scanty, and that, in a way, no 
doubt accounts for the number of ulcers and skin diseases 
which I found so prevalent amongst the natives. 

In the centre of the island of Miokois an enormcjus tree 
some 130 feet in height, aiui a landmark for many miles. 
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a le upper branches flocks of 6ying foxes ami (H^eoat 
make their homes, and towards sundown the sky is block 
with them circhng round and round Iwforts roosting. Mr. 
Schultze has had a large space clearud round the liase. 
and employs a native to keep it in order. 

Having obtained the services of the one or two luen I 
required. I said good-ijye to my kind host, who bad been 
80 excessively thoughtful in arranging tiverything for my 
comfort, compelling me ever\' day to dinu with him, and 
presenting me on my departure with a v^-ry fine cftUectiun 
of etimological specimenH. 




CHAPTER X. 

A HAD (JALK — I AM OHLKJEI) TO HHTrHN TO MIOKO — A 
rUKSH START -NHW IHKLAND NATIVES — STEFFAN 
STHAITS NATIVES HHING CANOE LOADS OF PINEAPPLES 
— I MEET A FRENCH TRADER IN AN OPEN BOAT — 
I AM PRESENT AT A NATIVE DANCE WHICH TOOK 
TEN YEARS TO PREPARE — WE ARRIVE AT KUN(4 A 
THIEF -THE DESTRUCTION OF A VILLA(;E STRANGE 
NATIVE HEAD-DRESS — THE NATIVES COLLECT BEETLES 

CCRIors NATIVE IDEAS PALMISTRY -ONE OF MY 
SAILORS RCNS AWAY PROHARLY EATEN HY NATIVES 

MEN AND WOMEN gCITE NAKED I START FOR 
THE ADMIRALTY ISLANDS. 

On tlu' *2iu\ of Jjinuarv, 1H*)7, I stiirtrd for Kiin;^', an 
ishiml «ni th*' i'xtiviiK* north const of New Hanover, and 
situated in latitude 2* *H\' south, lon«^Mtude 141)" 55' east. 
M\ ohject in visiting' this place was not so much that 1 
was desirous of niakin*^ collections in natural history as 
that 1 hoped to leani from a French tra<ler livin*; there 
some reliahle information ahout the A(hniraltv Islands 
I pur|>osed visiting, and also to learn somethin^^ of 
Mathias Island, he having' traded in those re«;ions for 
some veai*s past, and, I heard, liad a very "^ood knowledj^'e 
of the natives. 

On the 4th of January, owin<^' to a lerrihle north-west 
;:ale. 1 was coiu[Kdled to return to Miokn. a^ otherwise the 
currents might have swept me down the St. George's 
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Channel, After two more days here the weatlier mode- 
rated a little, and I therefore made another start. Crawl- 
ing up the north-cast coast of New Britain, so as to keep 
out of the full force of the currents, and keepins wi-ll 
under the lee of the land as far as Man Island. I maria>:i<l 
to procure a good start in a northerly direction, and a liinj; 
board across to the New Ireland coast, and so hv taking 
short tacks was able to make good headway. 

The natives, who so densely i>opulate New Irelaml. 




("11, ir nllL lln]„ [h<'ir dilT.Trrit villiljirs ill llln^l IknUIMI IllK - 

<-nnsin,rl..l <-;,iin,-.as v\r vvriil almi^.. In ,.xcIi;iti;;.. li., .r' 

.■nuodllllls. s|,j,r.. ami nmaUK.lllS fnr lohlK'i-... Tkr^ :,t. 

l.r.K'i.>iis,Mniiil.;iU;iiiil vcrv in-ncli.Tniis: wk-.w n- .'l,,!)- 
in^ uh.a.Ari-. ■■inil allliou-li inaiiy nf ih.'iii .-..iiM v,,. ,,. 
[liiljiii I'iii-li-li. Ii:i\ilij: liv.ll a\\;iv to Fiji. SaTjiMa. ■.^■.\ 
(,lu.-,n-lan,i a- ii,l>oiir lunds Inr th.' pl:iotan.,i,s tl,,,,. i|.. . 
;nv iL.iir (Ik iiiniv tn l>,. ti-Hslrd, 111 fan iii> .Ai.,-n.!!.- 
has laii-lil iiir lli:il |Iium> iiativ.s nf \\\v Nailli I'a,;;:.- 
wlin hav, livrd aionn-M wlul,.- \k-<<\Ax.-, and l,a\> tLu- 
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i;aincil a little knowledge, are generally worse when they 
nlnni to their own countries, often inciting their fellow- 
iTiiitiiri-s to kill and plunder. 

Afn-r many days of stni^'gle against stonns. head winds, 
niin. cahiis, and terrific heat, we arrived in the fiteffan 
Striiits on the north-west coast of Xtw Irelaiul. 

'I'luse straits derivo their name from a naval officer 
wliii was wounded in an attack made hy the natives, and 
they divide New Ireland from New Han()vcr. They are 




almut nine miles long and two lunad, wiih a t-urrcnt 
runninf; like a sluice, and (jnile imiios^ihU- to attempt 
to sail against. In front of us was a lar<.'e island alxnit 
the centre of the straits, named Maiisnliinu Kland. that 
has one cone-Hke mount on it ahont nine liinidred feet 
hit-di. 

I had l)een wanied that the nati\<-s of tlii> islani] were 
very trt>aclienmH, and so did not sto[i at all : hut they 
came out iu great uumhers in can<ies, and sold me 
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quantities of beautiful pineapples, whicb tli«y said grew 
all over the island. 

A few miles inside the stmts I came to the oiiI-fttatlMl 
belonging to the German Trading Company- Here I foiuid 
a young Mexican, who was verj' pleaned to see a while (aoe 
again. I anchored tli€?re for the night, resnmitig my 
journey with the tide at daybreak next day. <'ontintumfr 
streams of natives paid uie visits, and traded frait and 
tisli for tobacco. Tou pineapples were obtainable for ohl- 
Btit;k of tobacco valued at a halfpenny. Several native 
came on hoard, all willing to show me tho possitgv which 
would enable me to sail up the east coast nf N«w Huiover 
and inside a barrier reef which extends along Chat oooiil. 

After a mile or two we were inside, and the sight 
which presented itself I shall never forget. Thenuiuonms 
islands forming the reef on my right with deQwly 
wooded shores and prolific undergrowth, and the grand 
scenery of New Hanover to the left, with its luonnuin 
range extending as far aw tlf v\': rouid riiii.'li, mid ii> 
peaks attaining an altitnde of abont 2,000 feet ; the bdd 
headlands and the roar of the surf breaking over the coral 
reef for miles, reminded one of some beautiful panorama ; 
and although the temperature was about 104- in the 
shade, there was a cixjI and delicious breeze blowing all 
the time. 

Natives were to be seen, as we went along, in all 
directions, some here and there standing upright in their 
canoes with s[)ear in hand, on the look-out for fish «■ 
bring me in exchange for the fragrant weed ; others 
running along the shores, and all frantic with the ex- 
citement of having a ship amongst them again. These 
natives reminded me very much of the inhabitants of New 
Britain, and were all most anxious to trade anything they 
possessed for tobacco. The reefs are very numerous 
here, and require a considerable amount of circumspection 
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to navi<,'ate, especially with the sun aliead, and I was 
ol>liired to keep a man at the masthead all the way. The 
wind fallincTj li<:^ht towards evening, and the current 
provin*^' a<,'ainst us, I was ohli^^jed to anchor for the night. 
At \\w first intimation of returning day we were under 
way again, and at six o'clock, to our delight, though 
astonishment, I p<»rceived the sail of a hoat In^aring down 
ujxm us. On reaching it T discovered it to contain the 
French trader to whom I was on my way. He was 
going to tlie trader I had left the day before, but siuuling 
his boat (»n instead with a letter, he came on board and 
returned with me. 

\\v said that a mile or two further on our way there 
was a large village on a small island, when; the people 
wrre preparing a very big festivity and dance. This 
atVair. he told me, had been no less than ten vears in 

» 

pn*j)arati<»n, and promised to be something so exceptional 
that as it was to take ])lace the verv next dav, 1 elected 
to anebor on purpose to witiu'ss it. 

Al>out seven o'clock in the morning 1 went on shore 
witli the Frenchman and two boys he bad brought with 
him, and who were all armed, and also four of mv own 
mt*n, all of whom I ai*m<Ml witb a rifle a-piece. F(»r 
altbough we did not anticipate any trouble, especially on 
the <K*casion of such a festivitv. natives are strange 
lx»ings, often incited to anger on the least provocation, 
ami then at all times carrying their argument at tlu» 
s|H'ar*s j>oint. The village was dressed in its holiday 
rainu'iit, various coloured cn>tons decorated the bouses. 
festiMUis of bright leaves and flowers bung from tree to 
tree, and at the end of the village and in front of the 
Inmse of their chief, huge heaps of taros, bananas, pine- 
apples, and yams were stacked u|> to a very consi<lerable 
height. The men, women, and children wrre (M)Vered in 
their war i>aint fn^m head to foot. In the centre of the 
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Tillage a^large enclosure had been erected, surroandl 
hy high-lnancheH through which it was imimsaible I 
and which Hcted as the Ri-een room Tor the iwrfoi 
and within vliich every one taking part in the c«n?tii 
waa.collectetl. no one eUe being allowed inaitlt- . 

After weliiul arrived a short time the tom-tom» c 
menced their ueinf and dismal droniiigs, and we t 
see, by the fiRes and whisperingH of thv women luiil 
Tisiton — for people hud comi' from distant islaiidx and tar 
sway conntries to witness this performance — that the tiia 
waB approaching when the fii-st item on liw prot^ramni 
would oomniunce. After a time, amidi^t a most deafenin 
noise of yells, screams, and hootings, men lK>unded n 
the bosh atid began their g^Tations to the sonnd nf t 
tom-tomB, and I was nmch pieawd with the extmonlini 
time they kept throughout. Whirling round and 1 
waving branches of ciotons, and handling their 
with great ilexterity, they kept np in this way for 1 
half an hour, going through quite twenty differc 

some ofwhich were really very pretty. I 1 

secure two photographs, but the light ander the 1 
proved too dim to liope for any good result. These two 
negatives, 1 am sorry to say, were afterwards destroyed 
accidentally. After witnessing two or three more similar 
dances and one jiei-formed by women, who were by no 
means behind the men in agility. I returned on board 
and we at once set sail, arriving at the station on the 
island of Kung the following afternoon. 

This trader, who has been here a great number of 
years, is quite a character. At one time a convict in 
New Caledonia, he with fimr others escaped in a small, 
open boat, and after travelling in this small craft, mthout 
sails or compasses, and with hut ver>' scanty provisions, 
for some weeks, was picked up by a passing ship. Two 
of the partj' bad succumbed, hut the others were broug:ht 
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Thajr war oertainly tbe wildeit sod stratigHt peopki 1 
had Rvvr beheld in my ixtv. Sboulutg to thoM i 
cwiuH IwiDK IowmI. thrr vniriHid lh«n»elvei into soch a 
(rciuT tluM I lUMtutmumly vKprctnl tbetn to faUl down in 
A fit. 

Shortly aflrrwwdt I anivcd at the bdutd ot St. 
U&lirifl. And (•>and » mnr pnod UMhanj^ imder the 
ke ••( > ouial) iklet >t the westMii «»)_ Swanus itf 
n«l)%<^ ciuuv out dirvctly tlie uiobor w«h d«>wn. f^ti> 
cuUtinfi wildly and all toDdnt; at aoot. I allowvd tbe 
ebief , wbcnw nainc 1 fooiid to bo Kaoau. to eonw <m board 
Hoompaoied braMoond cliiuf. Tbnv two idbd, in point 
ot nae. wtn vary fttM ^wciotuo* of bumaiUty. enonnoiuljr 
fat and oridently extrenidy laxy. They contintwd b> 
i>how bslel nut onnsUiitly, nitfaoot Mawnc a* indeed 
i)i<l .-kit itii' iiiitivt-> ihroii^liMiit th<-u' iHlan-K, nn<l i-nh 
dJHi-liari^ini; tli<- riiil ntu-ii dmrini; to eat food. Tobaco) 
s4-i'ijj<'il niikniiwii tn thi'ii). and wlicn. after niiicli per- 
siiif<i<<ii, I iniliici'il iiiu' man to In* a little, the «t>- faces 
hf \i\m\v ciinsiil a rinisidcmlilf aniuunt of aiuusement. 

Tlir iHliinil of St. (iahrifl ap)ieare<l to be more thickly 
p)}<iil:itcil tliitn siiiiii' of the larger ones of this fi^iup, and 
1 roiilii -ff -warihH of natives even- day I was there, lining 
the ImihIi. 'V\w natives theiiiselveH wore but few oma- 
ini'nts, tliiisc tlicy had consisting of shell aniilets and 
liniuiiTi lHini->>. A cnriiHis piece of carved wood, about 
two ft-ct Kin^, (lecomtetl with feathers, is sometimes 
worn at tin' back of the neck, intimating that the 
wearer is on thf war-|Mith. The men allow their hair 
to grow to a consiilerahle length and then tie it together 
at till' top in a huge bunch. fn>m which a great ntunber 
of fcatlnrs an- always streaming. Many pronged bamboo 
coiulis.alMi tippi-tl with lont; feathers, are worn at the sides 
ami front. Tlie " Hulla Ovum " shell, which is recorded 
to havt- In-cn worn us their sole drests some years ago, is 
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i<» the Bismarck Archipelago, and Mons. Gangloflf, at 
whose house I had arrived, started trading as a Hvelihood. 
Fie is \\w terror of the whole district, and the natives Hve 
in fear and treinl)hng of him. An explosion of dynamite a 
year nr two a<:o carried away his right arm and eye, but 
with tlu» stump of the former he is very clever and uses 
it when gesticulating in a very amusing manner. He 
heanl «»n our arrival that the natives had come over to 
his island from th(» mainland during his absence, and had 
stolen a l)ox belonging to one of his boys, and his fury at 
learning it was unbounded. Taking a few of his New 
Britain i>oys in a boat, he pulled straight across to the 
village of the thief, and very soon afterwards I heard a 
'^hot or two hred and then saw smoke curHng up above 
the trees, intimating that he had set tire to the village. 
It may se<'m hard, jn'rhaps, that the whole village should 
•^iitVer on account of the theft of one man. I^ut it appears 
that the natives of New Hanover are arrant thieves, all 
of them, and that ha<l he not taken stringent measures 
at once, in all probabilitv his own boats would eventuallv 
havr b«'«'n stolen an<l he himself murdered. The box 
wa-^ afterwards returne<l and an indemnity paid in the 
shajx* of so many pigs and a (piantity of tortoise shell. 

Mons. (JanglotT promised to pilot me to tlie Admiralty 
Islands if I would postpone my departure for a short 
|H'rio<l. as he was exjH'cting the N<'W (ruinea Company's 
labour schooner Scnta to come an<l take awav the dried 
fish In* ha<l prepared. He has a contract by which he 
provides proju'rly drit»d tish for l'*J() per ton to tht* New 
(ruinea Company for their labour liands in New (iuinea. 
Sendintr several boats awav dailv with cliarL'cs of dvna- 
nnte. he by this means captures enormous supplies of 
tisji, t'very one of which is split and salted an<l spread 

out to drv. 

The island of Kung is in all respects similar to the 
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many islands alwavs to be found on the c-iMists i>t 
countries in the South Pavific. It was low and densely 
wooded, had a nice sandy beach, and was siirnuindwl 
entirely by a lon<y c()ral reef, witli but one or two 
pasRa<i;es wide (inou^^h to piu'niit of a small boat entering: 
and ^a'oundintj; on the beach. The island was frinj»«l 
also with c'ocoanut palms, and although certainly not a 
mile in circumference, it contained two ^cHMl-size«i 
villages, each containing several hundred inhabitants. 

The natives themselves are somewhat similar to th«»si' 
of New Ireland, the men goiufj i^rfectly naked, while the 
women, besides wearinfj a small bunch of fibre in fnint 
and behind resembling a wisp of hay, and which is kept 
in its place by a tendril of some plant fastened round the 
loins, also cover their heads with a curious arrangement 
of banana leaves sewn together, resembling somewhat a 
fooKs cap, but having a curve backwards. 

Sweet potatoes and taros grow here in great quantities. 
and the j)e<>])le consequently are verj' fat and well and 
free from th(» various skin diseases usually so prevalent. 1 
wjis aslonislicd ;it so many of the natives sj)eakiii«^ pidji! 
l']nLili^li. and nn making in«juint's found that yt-ars a;:,. ... 
^ncat nmii1)t r ot them lia<l workrd on the plantation*. :»■ 
I'iji and (^)u('cnslan(l iK't'orc (ii-rmany tonk pnssrssion ■ : 
tln.'^r i^l:iii<K. '^lli^^ ^^ocs tar to jjrovc llu* gn*at intidligcnii 
j)()>^» ^^<m1 I)\ tlic^c ]i('0])l(', as tlu'V could not havt* worked 
lui" Mii;:lislmi(n since issl, when (Jrcat Hi'itain ccasi-d t- 
protect this ait'liipclago, and yrt tliry havt* still n-taiiii ■': 
tlicir kii<>\\ IciIl:*' <>t •>ni* lan^jiiagc. and in soim* in>tani>- 
-pnki- it III! i>t llii«ntly. 

()iif ni«'rniii'_:. \vhiUl passing tln'on^h tin* villa"*- \ 

r:iHL:lit ^iLilit "1 a native appai'cnlly vci\ imirli inti-rf-^i* ■ 

^ in the p:ihii i>| tin- han<l of anntlirr, and «»n iTittiTnL:.;::- _ 

him 1 1« allied that tliey have a belief that «\ii\ ? : 
\\<»ni:ni, and <-hihl helong^ to one oi" another >»j.»t-:. ^ 
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Tluiv told !iie that 



white 



bad lived Uiere 



many years before, but that the natives lind come 
over from tlie larger island a few miles away »nd 
umrdered bini, but from the fiU't that 1 saw on* 
with a small hand-glass (nut a tnulu one), kod 
others witli articles of cookery, evidences of » white 
i»air» abode, 1 nhoiiltl not lia\'ti cone as far VKVJ 
as tliey said to look f"i' bis niiirdfi-ers, tuid 1 
them know my opinion.* 

I'lir one or two days every one was anxious tu cullwt] 
beetlos and butterflies in exchange for lileB, bea«)«, . 
bnt none of my own bimtei's. offer them what I 
(lould be persuaded to leave the yacht, and I tiiilRt My t 
lo'iks of tht! people, and their superabimtbince of a[^ 
friftudsliip, weighed much with me in my decision DOt I 
land myself. NeveitheleHs. I gave the natives baU« 
netB, and although it rained most of the time 1 
here they brought me some few spevimena. gen 
Lspoiled, but still the.. majority uf them were new to 
cience. and liave since been descril»ed by tlie H«o 
Wiillci- KuUiscbikl- 

After two or three daysi the natives got tired uf ouJlect- 
ing. preferring to come and loll about the ship or climb 
the rigging like so many children, and weeing it wms \A 
no use to remain here any longer, I made up my mind 
to move on to Admiralty Island, where it might be 
possible to find an uninhabited shore, which would enable 
my hunters and myself to go into the forest. The day 
before I departed the chief failed to put in his usual 
api^iearancc, and sus|>ecting something at once, I began to 

■■■ It ii|iiieiini that tliiK i>oor man, I believe » Scotchman, had. with 
II ccrtKin Hiuuuiit uf trade K^odx, visited in n schooner thebe iiJuids. 
hut hiul been attacked and murdered, the iiativei) robbing him of 
evfr\ thill f; ; for whieli iitrociouB deed tiiey have never be«ii punished, 
and ill fact, up to the time of m.v t iait here, none of the Uenuui wu 
vesMelH who are alwa.vs cruising in the Bismarclt Arcbipelaj^, have 
ever paid these islands a tisit. 
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I>ir(ls, according to the lines of their hands. Those 
possessing' sharj) Hnes belong to the hawks, those wath 
soft one to pigeons, and so on. This is truly a strange 
coincidence, that these wild and savage cannibals, who are 
for ever fighting and seeking whom they may devom*, 
should l)clieve in the old-time palmistry of our forefathers 
at home, and they believe in it to a far greater extent 
than wr evtT did. I asked him to what family of bird I 
U'longcd, and he at <mce told me. Some days afterwards 
1 a^-kt'd another man who belonged to another village, and 
\\v told me the same bird. 

The trader's house itself was indeed a wonderful con- 
struction ; built as it was by this one Kuroj)ean who had 
but n\\v arm, it could hardly be said to be faultlessly put 
together. It consisted of five small rooms, all of which 
were numl)ered in large figures, but all under the usual 
ordinary stretch of corrugated iron roofing. Mons. 
(langlotf is a veritable I^righam Young, and has many 
wive^. principally natives of New Hanover. After I had 
l>e<-n there a week the labour schooner arrived. But as 
the trader had unfortunat(»ly just at that time strained 
Inmself very badly he was obligid to go away to New 
I Britain, where there was a doctor. 

'I'lie natives came ofT to the ship dailv, and were very 
keen to collect beetles for nu', receiving payment for each 
bottle ihev filled with them. Hut it raini'd in torrents 
every <lay, and I hardly ever saw the sun shine during the 
whole of my visit here, conseipiently the lepidoptt»ra 
collection did not increase at all. Marly in the morning 
sometimes the niin would hold off for an hour or two, an<l 
I was able tt) send my hunters out ant! gel a few birds, 
but ihev wen* alwavs back bv middav, ilrenclied. Some- 
times an enthusiastic savage would not only fill his bottle 
with Invtles, but would cram in buttertlies. lizards, and, 
in fact, everything he came across that had life, and great 
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would be his chagrin when he saw me empty out and 
throw away nearly all his day's work. They were all very 
curious to know what I did with those things — did I 
eat them or did I take them to another country and bring 
them to life again? ** Yes, that's what happens/' they 
would say, ''he takes them across the sea to another 
country and makes them come back to life/' and one who 
had been to Australia would corroborate this opinion by 
telling them that what they imagined was quite tmey for 
he had seen them himself aUve there. How many stidu 
of tobacco did I get paid for bringing them back to life 
and letting them go in my country? they would ask me, 
and many other simple queries would be put, until I got 
tired of their chatter and would drive them oflF. After a 
week or two more here, and finding that the great banks 
of rain clouds seem to travel right up from New Ireland 
to this part before dispersing, I deemed it advisable to 
shift round to the west coast, where, I w^as informed, I 
should find a sheltered bay into which two rivers ran, 
and }it tlio same time should be quite at the foot of the 
iiioiinljiiiis. 

My coK'opid'ji collection jit Kun^' was better than I had 
anticipated, and it was throut^h tliis fact that I was 
inductMl to stay lon^^er. It consisted of about five 
thousand s|)(H-iniens and ov(*r live hundred sjH'cies. 
anion«^^st wliicli 1 liojH-d to find a number new t(^ science. 
Of the one hun(h-e(l and fifty birds 1 shot there wore over 
a liundred diiVcrent species, and sonu\ 1 anticipated, were 
n('\v . 

S.Mihni^ lound to the west coast of the island 1 foun<l a 
l)a\ with a to|<'r:iJ)|\ t^ood sandv beach and a small ri\« r 
runnin;^^ down from the mountains, and so 1 aneli.»rr.i 
jiert- and started a<:ain sendin^j: my people and ^ouil: 
mvsclf (hiilv into the forest. (>lie dav Ilarrv. one of m\ 
sailor--, asked for a «:un to trv and shoot some hinK l*'i 
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aifteir tlik occurrence anil lokl me thut I luj^lit kill thttiu 
if I wished, and they woiihl not raise- a Fiii}{ur iitli^iiist iix'. 
but they would not leavt; thu sliiji aiuI so uttww thwr 
bodies to he cooked and eaten. 1 tliorufore iiiailrt up un 
mind to retrace my steps and work round l>y St, Gchtk*' 
and Jeau Maria Islands, the south-east end of thr KTotip, 
and where perhaps I toight he more likely to find «>iiwt 
of the smaller ones iminhahited. 

On April lOtli I arrived at Bt. (ieorge's Island, which 
is densely wotKled, and attains an elevation of about SIKI 
feet, finding hut an indilTerent anchorage, and alst* a j^-iit 
number of people. T thought it wise to go throngh the 
St. Andrew's Btraits, which are situated the south end of 
the island, and anchor among several small isletK I uw 
further to the eastward, and where it was not likely we 
should have so many visitors. The coastal people oq St. 
George's Island had been driven into the luonDtiiin-t hy 
the people inlmhiting the smaller isliuid opposite, who 
had taken possessioii of the coast to plant their tania and 
augar-cane. Passing down through St, Andrew's Stmiiit 
I discovered ani)thcr unL'liartL'<l pulch w ith only six U-tX of 
water on it, one mile from the north-east end of St. 
George's Island at the entrance of the Slniils. and alwi 
several patches, covered with frnm three to five fathoniti of 
water, bo that any one entering these straits should do s» 
with extreme caution. 

All the way down the straits 1 was besieged hy canoes 
hanging on by tow-lines, and ijuite seventy of the natix'es 
crowded nn to tlie ship anxious to bartor their s|K-at(i and 
tortoise shell. I was obliged to place my mwi in different 
parts of the vessel with loaded rides owing to the Np|x4r- 
ance of the natives, and. had it not been for tliiii ih^p- 
caution. 1 am confident a despemte attack wonid have 
been made upon na. I found a verj- effw-lnal way of 
cloaring the decks without giving offence was to suddenly 
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iiir. and (»tf he went. At ni^'ht time I was surprised to 
srr throutrli my glasses one of the buttei^fly-hunters 
tarrvinj,' liis j^'un on the heach, who, when he came on 
iM.ard, told me that tlie sailor had seen him in the forest 
antl had asked him to take back the f^un as he was going 
away to live in the jungle. I never saw him again, and 
am at a loss even to-dav to understand whv he did such 
a thin*,'. There is cme thing certain, the natives after 
a lime would he bound to kill him, being a stranger in 
their land. He was one of my best men, and I had never 
ha«l any <K-easion to reprove him for anything, which made 
it all ihf mon* strange. 

Thr natives here were very friendly, and brought us a 
;:nat many taros daily. One man in particular got (piite 
attached to us, coming off by himself on one or two logs 
«»t w<M)d lashed together, for the natives had no canoes 
Inn-, stating that thev did not know how to make them. 
1 sUspect it was owing to tlieir extreme laziness, however. 
This nian would come at davbreak and stav till dark, 
Isintr about, but occasionally being made to do a little work 
nn tlu* deck. What delighted him most was for one of 
inv m«'n to paint him from head to foot. He was verv 
usrful in this wav, the men often trving the consisteiicv of 
tln*n* paint upon his back or face, and on<* day when my 
captain was varnishing in the saloon this man received a 
coat of it all over himself nnich to our amusement, and, 
I mav sav, his also. 

Thev wore absoiutelv no clothing wliatevir. althon<di 
df«-encv lias obliged me to have them drapi-d for publica- 
tion, and modestv, as we imderstand it, in this wav was 
absoiutelv unknown to them. Womeii and vouiiir L'irls 
wt-re also (|uite nude, and often wouhi swinj otf to the 
ship for a stick of tobacco, but I madr them tie a few 
b'avt's round their loins whenever tluv canir on the deck. 

I found a great many sni[>e and wild duck here. 
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and nsed to shoot them daily inv t] 
the birds were ' almost idertiral with thowj shot 
Emig. After a week or ten dayt* spent here, and 
monaoon being very steady. I ii]ii(li> np my nuti<l 
start for the Admiralty IglaiKls. an<I m on the MUt d 
March I took in a fresh Kupply of watur, aii<1 
next morning said 'goodbye to tliese simple sAvu^ 
After the anchor had been )miilL'<] up at break or di 
and we were leaving the land far buhiiid us, the si 
began to show himself abcvt- tlii; top» of the trt4 
when we perceived a solitary native pfiddling \\i% li 
of wood after ns as fast ii>^ \w cou]<l and ulioutio) 
all the time. It was oar fni-ii<i. who liiul ovcrslt^ 
himself, and I sappose wisb<-'l li< coiik- on hnaxA u 
see what he coold get for the last tiibe, bat all 1 
endeavours to reach oh were in vain, and voiy aoon 
after we left him, a tiny ejieck ilpaa tha i 
astern. 



CHAPTKIl XII. 

SMABT NATIVES— FR I ENniA- SALDTATIONS— BXTBAOBItt- 
NARY MEMORY— AJIB ANT THIEVES— NO WOMEPf— THE 
NATIVES CONTEMPLATE KILLING MK— SPKAR WOtrMH 
ON NATIVES — COWARDICE — MY OWK MEN ABE V%a\ 

FHIGHTENEIl— VERY HK'H ISI.AKDS— NATIVE VtiCABV- 

LAHY. 

One inoming two difl'ert'iil lntM of Uiiloise aheW wen* 
offeri^d to me by two laen. Tlie one lot consUUiiI of 
large and valuuble »hel1 tLiid the other ratlier Wlow the 
average size, and consequently not worth ho niilcli : for the 
former an axe was tisked, and for the latter twn knivea. 
I had been in the habit of giving a large knife for lai^e 
shell and a small one for that of lesser size, whereupon 
I said ; " Kurt nmndrean pignihon mundrean, kiirt leem 
piginbon leem " (meaning to say, " Big knife for big 
tortoise shell, small knife for small tortoise shell "). The 
brotlier of the chief, who was sitting close to ine on the 
deck, immediately produced two pieces no bigger than the 
palm of one's hand and of no value wliatever, and. la>-ing 
thorn down in front of me, exclaimed, in his own 
iangiijige, of which this is the translation. " Webster, 
this is for you ; you always speak the truth : hand over a 
small knife." 

The lii-st question invariably asked by all on my arrival 
at any village was '"Tokalagery" ("What is your name?") 
This always intimates that the people are desirous of 
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to thoroughly examine their head-ffear befDn- pcnuilliiij; 
them to come on board. The hair or these pcopk- ih witm 
in a slightly different fashion to thosw of St. Gabriel 
very bushy all round the front, they wt^nr an cnoniiinu 
fringe which is combed backwards, but at the- back of ihs 
head they tie it like the other natives in a hiii^e knob 
reReuihling the tail of a prize draught horse at an agrici 
turai show, hound round and round for al>out a foot 
length, standing atraight out from the hea<i, and diHphLviog'' 
a bushy tuft at the further end with a feather eonib 

A gieat number of the people I observed to have Hpear 
woun<ifi, but without one single exception they were all at 
the back of their pentoiis. from which one dm«-8 the 
ominouH conclusion that they do not present a bold ant! 
fearless front to their enemies. 

They re[)eat their words many tJnids over when speaking, 
every word being spoken in a louder and hmder tone, until, 
at the end of the sentence, they are absolutely 8crcnmin){. 
For instance, if a native wished to say. "Twlor lock'vn 
fwdowan " ("There are plenty here"), he would cxdftini 
" Tedor, tedor, lockon, lockon. lockon, lockon, solowan. 
solowan, solowan, solowan, solowan — solowaaaaan ! " 

It is customary here, as in every other country in the 
world, when offering an article for sale to ask a great deal 
more than is exiiected, and often a native will take away 
his goods altogether and remain absent for days Ix^fore 
offering them again, sometimes bringing souiethiiig else 
in its place. Nevertheless eventually you will get what 
you want provided you have enough patience to wait until 
it is again shown you, but once take an interest in it or 
express the slightest desire to {kwscss it, you will have tn 
give the man his own price or you will never own it at all. 

The things which they seem to set least store h\ an- 
their bowls, which were really very beautifully canetl ami 
are always obtainiibic for a few beads. 
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Innis, jK'cordin^ to the lines of their hands. Those 
|>nsst'ssin<; shaq) Hnes belong to the hawks, those with 
snft ont» to pi^'eons, and so on. This is truly a strange 
coincidence, that these wild and savage cannibals, who are 
f<»r cvt»r fi^ditint^ and seeking whom they may devom% 
should iH'lieve in the old-time palmistry of our forefathers 
at home, and they believe in it to a far greater extent 
than we ever did. I asked him to what family of bird I 
belon;^'ed, and he at once told me. Some days afterwards 
I asked another man who belonged to another village, and 
he told me the same bird. 

The trader's house itself was indeed a wonderful con- 
struction ; built as it was by this one Kurojwan who had 
but one arm, it could hardly be said to be faultlessly put 
to^^'ether. It consist(»d of five small rooms, all of which 
were numbered in large figures, but all under the usual 
onlinary stretch of corrugated iron rooting. Mons. 
(ian«;lotT is a veritable l^righam Young, and has nuiny 
wives, principally natives of New Hanover. After I had 
JM-en there a week the labour schooner arrived. Hut as 
the trailer had unfortunately just at that time strained 
himself verv badiv he was obli«ud to »'o awav to New 
Hritain, where there was a doctor. 

The natives came off to the ship daily, and were very 
k«'en to collect beetles for me, receiving,' payment for each 
bottle thev filled with them. Hut it rained in torrents 
everv dav. and I hardlv ever saw the sun shine durin*' the 
whole of my visit here, consecpieiitly the lepidoptera 
collection did not increa.se at all. Karlv in the mornin*; 
sometimes the niin would hold otY for an hour or two, and 
I was able to send my hunters out jiiui ^et a few birds, 
but thev were alwavs back bv middav, drenched. Some- 
times an enthusiastic savage would not only till his bottle 
with lH*etles. but would cram in butterthes. lizanls, and, 
in fact, everything he came across that had life, and great 
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wotild be bu'ohihgnD when lie saw nie empty out ancl 
thxow away neari^ all his day's work. They were &J1 vm 
curioos to know what I did with tlioee things— did i 
eat them or did I take them to imother country and bring 
them to tifeagaiii? "Yes, that's what happens," Uiq 
would say, "he takes them acmes the sea In annthi 
country and makes them come baek lu Hfu," and one wb 
had been to Aostraliii would corroborate this opinion \ 
telling them that 'what they imagined was quil^ tme, tm 
he had seen than himself alive there. How many stid 
of tobacco did I get paid for bringing them back to ! 
and letting them go in luy country? they would aj^k i 
and many other Binijtle quenes would bo put, until I j 
tired of their chatter and would drive tliein off. !sl\vt d 
week or two'more here, and finding that the j^i-eat lian] 
of rwn dotida seem to travel right up from New Irela 
to this part before dispersing, I deemed it advisable 1 
shift round to the west coast, where, I was informed, ] 
should find a sheltered bay into which two rivers 3 
and at the same time nhouhl hi! quite at the foot of thll 
mountains. 

My coleoptera collection at Kimg was better than I bad 
anticipated, and it was through this fact that I was 
induced to stay longer. It consisted of about five 
thousand s])ecimcns and over five hundred species, 
amongst wliich I hoped to find a number new to science. 
Of the one hnndi-ed and fifty birds I shot there were over 
a hundivd different species, and some, I anticipated, were 
new. 

Sailing rnund tn the west coast of the island I found a 
buy with u tolenibly good sandy beach and a small river 
running down from the mountains, and so I anchored 
here and started again sending my people and going 
myself daily into the forest. Ohe day Harry, one of my 
suiUu's, asked for a gun to trj' and shoot some birds for 
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iiif. jind otf lie went. At nif^ht time I was surprised to 
^ee tlir<)U*:h my glasses one of the butterfly-hunters 
rarrvin«4 his ^un on the beach, who, when he came on 
iMianl. told me that the sailor had seen him in the forest 
and had asked him to take back the ^un as he was going 
away to live in the jungle. I never saw him again, and 
am at a loss even to-day to understand why he did such 
a thing. There is (me thing certain, the natives after 
a time would be bound to kill him, being a stranger in 
thi'ir land. He was <me of mv best men, and 1 had never 
ha<l any occasion to reprove him for anything, which made 
it all the mor<* strange. 

The natives here were very friendly, and brought us a 
great many taros daily. One man in particular got quite 
attached to us, coming oif by himself on one or two logs 
of wood lashed together, for the natives had no canoes 
\\vYi\ stating that they did not know how to make them. 
I "-UsjH'ct it was owing to their extreme laziness, however. 
This man would come at davbreak and stav till dark, 
l\ing about, but occasionally being made to do a httle work 
on thf deck. What delighted him most was for one of 
m\ men to paint him from head to foot. He was very 
UM'ful in this wav, the men often trving tbe consistencv of 
tin ir paint upon his back or face, and one day when my 
captain was varnishing in the saloon this man receivi'd a 
eoat of it all over himself much to our amusement, and, 
1 mav sav, his also. 

Tliev wore absolutelv no clothing whatever, althoii«:h 
ili-rencv has obliged me to have tliem draped fnj- publica- 
tion, and modestv, as we understand it. in thi^ wav was 
al»»-olutelv unknown to them. WOiueii and voun«r «nrls 
Were also quite nude, and often would swim otV to the 
ship for a stick of tobacco, but I ma«if tin in tie a few 
leaves round their loins whenever thev camt' on tiie deek. 

I found a great many sni^K* and wild duck here. 
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reqiicfiting them ti> liaul iiway, luni lliiis I kept Ihai 
fully occupied, and from planning any niiiwhief. 
about ten o'clock at niglit, and after w- hnd 
bumping in a terrible manner for about five hours, il 
tide rose sufficiently for us, with the aid of two keti 
anchoi-s. to get her. off into deep wattT. and to my | 
joy we disciivered that she was not making very nim 
watt-r. Unfortunately the rudder gudf^ooiis were b 
and ^h^i rudder. casint{ a i;re)it deal damagiid, a y 
considerable mi)«hap. 1 found it qnitv itiipowiblo 1 
induce any one to come away %^'itti me after Uiis, J 
immediately we had tempoi-arily fixed up tlie sl« 
gear by the aid of wire rope, I returned to New Brita 
This, however, was not so easily at^complished, owine I 
the strong Bouth-eawt wind,- and the current whioj 
accompanies it. 

After two daya' hard strugfjlt! I fetched the nortli 
coast of New Britain,, and anchored off tha Weeley m 
Mission Station situated there. An lioiir or two ) "^^ 
starting the next morning, the rojies holding the i 
broko. nwing to the terrible strain and chafe ujion thei 
and for some hcmiu we were drifting, until my itien i. 
them as before, by no means an easy task with «uch z 
sea running. Two days afterwaixla we Ruccoaa{ii| 
weathered the point by the volcano, and anchored A 
the BaUuu plantation. 

Finding no one here able to be of any 
to U9, we moved down the bay to the island 
Matiipi, where tbei-e was a Chinese carpenter liyj 
who.at once took the vesseKin hand, and did hi« bc^j| 
repair the damage done. II n fortunately, there wore ] 
two or three feet rise and fall here, and nu wv 
obhged to take evfrytliiiiij out. cvi^n to the halliim 
lighten the ship sutttciently, so that the men could work 
at low water. A great many sheets of cop[>er ha<i been 
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torn off nil the reef, and a considerable amount of damage 
done to the stern-post. After working for some days the 
men dechired it to be impossible to repair her thoroughly, 
on account of our inability to beach her ; and so I made up 
niv mind to make my wav as best 1 could against the south- 
east monsoon now blowing in full force, to Australia 
lH*ating down through the Solomon Islands, and from 
whence I should be able to make the Queensland coast 
in one l)oard. 

Whilst waiting here for the ship to be ready for sea, 
I made many expeditions into Blanche Bay, and 
collected many interesting specimens. On one occasion I 
Went for some miles to the head of an inlet, where I was 
toM 1 should find some hot springs ; and after navigating 
a river ruiming into the bay for some mile or two, the 
wat<r commenced to be warm, and the further I went 
thf Imtter it became, until at last it was impossible forme 
to hold my hand in it. Then I could see steam l)ubbling 
up in all directions about me, proving that beneath the 
uater there was some very great volcanic disturbance. 

The scenerv here was verv bt*autiful. and the trees which 
overhung the river most luxuriant, but the heat was so 
iiiteUM' that I was glad to get out into the cool again. I 
luc\il\ had mv camera, and so with the aid of one of my 
black boys, whom I had already taught to scjuce/e the ball, 
1 managed to secure a photograph, which in some small 
degrei' |)ourtniys the beauty of the ^<'ene. 

On mv wav home I made a ^li^iht (l«tour to inspect 

ft • '^ i 

some rm'ks I had seen in the <li^tance, and which have 
l)een named the Heehives. On appniachin;: them I found 
these Were twt) in nund)er, and of satid^-loth' jormatioii. 
Springing straight up pi'rp.ndicularlv from the ^ta. they 
are clothed from head to foot with nio^-t luxuriant 
vegetation, have deep water right up t" tin ir \»ry i>asc. 
rise to a height of ab<»nt 'i'JO feet, and are. I ^ho;iM 
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say, fibont eiglit.v yiirds iu cii-cimifcrot!c«, aii 
separated from uiit! auotlior by a few fct't of water. There 
i« a small ledfje (if coral at tlio Uasu of one ttf ttiPiu, anil 
on it a village Ims IjecTi biiill. popuUti^ by fully three 
huiidi-ed iwople, who subsist almost entirely on finh. On 
my arrival the young girls and women clanibei-etl up to a 
Biiial] pmjection thirty or forty feet above the water, ami 
immediately jum^xid off, claiming a stick of tobncco fur 
tiie accompliHhmuiit. 

I was sorry not to be able to take a photogrui)h of thcM 
remarkable rockfi, but the Bim liat^l long »inco sunk beJow 
the horizon, and tbn lights from tliu torcht-K of the nativea-1 
fishingon the reefs round the bay were Ix^ginning toshov 
up in all dirccitiuns. 

On another occasion I \isili'd tb<^ village of Nordup. 
on the North Coast of New Hntain, for the iiarpoec trf 
reconciling two old warriors who had bc-eu at loggcrheadH 
with one another for yeai-s, their villages joining. After 
a deal of persuasion I got them together, nud. plAciii); 
a green palm-It- af of peace botweoii them, got a, photo- 
graph, iifterwurds giviiij,' a t-ujiy to each, at th<- same 
time obtaining a promise from them both that they 
would be brothers in the future. 

When the Chinese carpenter had done what he was 
able, I quickly got my ballast on board and returned to 
Rahuu, to bid a final adieu to all my friends there. And 
taking, at the request of Mrs. Kolbe, some provisions and 
papers for an Englishman who was trading for her in a 
gi'oup lit islands just north of the Solomons, and who 
was apparently quite isolated from the world, being out 
of the track of all ships, I made an early start on May 
11th. 

Just as the anchor was being hauled up I perceived a 
Ixiat coming off to me with a huge case on board, and 
found it to contain two cassowaries 1 had bought from 
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the natives, and in the hurry of departure had entirely 
for*^otten. 

A fair wind took us down the St. George's Channel 
and past the south coast of New Ireland, and then 
uiakin*^ an easterly course a few days brought me to 
Sir Charles Hardy Islands, lying some miles to the 
east of New Ireland.* These are densely wooded and 
rather low, surrounded by mangroves, but here and there 
there is a small sandy beach where it is possible to land. 
It was one of these on which the Englishman for whom 
I was taking the papers, &c., was living. 

Sailing along the coast I soon afterwards observed a 
tlag-staff raised up at the spit of a small island which 
1 knew must be Xissam, the trading station ; and so 
liea<ling through a very narrow passage where the current 
was rushing like a mill stream, I was quickly taken to the 
back of the island, where tliere was a good anchorage and 
IxMich, and from which I could see the trader's house. 
Hut although the tlag was flying I could see no one on 
the verandah, nor did any natives, as is customary, 
appr<»ach the ship from the sliore. Nevertheless I could 
si^^e many dusky figures running through the trees which 
hue the beach and at once remarked that something nnist 
be wrong. Firing a gun two or three times, but getting 
no resjxmse, I manned the boat and went on shore when 
mv woi-st feai's were at once realised. 

The Knglislmian, whose name was Oliver l^eavis. had 
Ix^en murdered. His native housckecpt'r. a young girl 
from New Ireland, whom I found huddlfd up in the 
liouse in a most terribly frightened condition, said that 
Mr. Beavis had been expecting a scboonrr to conu» from 
Ni*w Britain with his stores for some months. I may 

This group Hhoultl in reality, lUN-nnlini: lo my laptain's ol>st'rva- 
tions, \fc placed five miles furtlur tn tlu* la^t than their present 
charted pot^itiou. 
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mention here that Mrs, Kulbe had previously told \\\v lliat J 
her schooner, when I left New Britain, was then mnn i 
than a hundred days overdue, and they were Uifiaaelves I 
very anxious for her safety, a^ the natives on the east coaalfl 
of New Ireland, where it had been stmt, were veiyl 
treacherous, and that was the reason why she hati not! 
been able to send tliis luaji liis stores before. 

MTiether the natives imagined that he ha<l been com- J 
pletely deserted by his fellow -creatures or not. it is hard 1 
to say; but one morning, when he was in tho at-l ofi 
stooping to pick up something from the gruun<l. thirty! 
yards from his house, they had crept up iK^hind him, noj I 
with one of his own axes, stolen from the vemndali, hsiAJ 
struck him down. I at once sent for the chief of theJ 
island, but he refused to come, nor all the threats and 1 
inducements I afterwards sent would cause him to nitez \ 
his decision, and, consequently, I never saw him iit ait. 

CTathering as many natives as possible together I intt*nxi- i 
gated them, finding that pidjin Kngliali was not unknows I 
to several, with the result that I discovcrfd that «iw I 
niornini', ten days previous to my fouiiii',', tin- tiiidcr 
in the act of feedinf^ his pigs, when a native luid split his 
head open with an axe from behind. The p(K)r man had 
strength enough to run behind a cocoanut tree, followed 
by his assassin, who was then joined by other natives. 
Taking out his revolver he fired twice, wounding one man 
in the hand and another in the shoulder. The traders 
New Ireland boys then appeared on the scene, and the 
murderer decamped, but was afterwards shot by one of 
these boys with the trader's own gun, and close to the 
spot where lie had struck down his victim. Mr. lieavis 
managed to stagger to his house, but fell on the threshold 
and expired before he could get upon his bed. I could 
see the ghastly signs of the frightful struggle the poor 
man had made in trying to get there, but his strength 
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had fjiven way, and he had died puUing at the bedclothes. 
One can hjirdly imagine sucli a gruesome scene as the one 
1 looked upon, for although ten days had elapsed notliing 
had Leen touched. 

The New Ireland boys buried the body just outside, and 
so, after seeing that his grave was j)r()perly attended to, 
and a band^oo fence built round it, \ examined his papers 
to try and discover his address, so as to give intimation of 
the sad occurrence to his friends. Unfortunately, ] could 
find no letters that tohl me what I wanted, ])ut just as \ 
was giving it up I saw in the corner of his room a small 
and nuich used Bible, wherein I found his address in the 
Isle of Wight. I connnunicated with his friends on my 
arrival in Australia in July, while, at the same time, I 
wrote to New Britain, sending news of the murder. 

Before letting the natives depart I sent on board for my 
camera, and, with two riiles on either side of it, took a 
photograph of them ; this they seemed very loth to allow, 
never having seen the apparatus before, and evidently 
imagining it might go off at any moment and kill them 
all. 

The natives of these islands are a very fierce race of 
people ; much above the average height, tliey ai)pear to be 
very powerful and muscular, bold and daring. They 
wear no clothing, not even the T l)andage, customary 
in the Solomon Islands. My photographs have been 
draped since. Their only weapons appeared to be bows 
and arrows, and on tlieir right arm they weai* a guard 
against the bow-string consisting of a creeper which 
they unwind from the stem of tlie tree on which it 
grows, and dry for their use : it foiins a kind of gauntlet 
from the wrist to the elbow. 1 discovered them to be verv 
expert in the use of the bow, for, wishing to divert their 
attention as much as possible from myself, 1 caused a 
thin bamboo stick, about two inches in circumference, to 
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be driven itittj tiie 8ikii(l, yivinj; ii slick <if tubftcw) I 
one who (v>uld split it with an arrow at a <iist«in'e k{ 
forty puces ; in this way I gut rid of a {ji^'il ''"J*' '*' toUlcco 
in the afteiTioon, one mtvti iti purticiilar, sphtttnt; it evei 
time. The arrows whicli tliesc people use arc not aniita 
thosi> made hv tlie Sotnnion Islanders, hut ore ronsiddl 
ably better made — barbed with Mnall pieces of bui 
buiiL- and pointed with thts wnie iiiaterinl, tbey i 
formidable weapons — and if a native w struck by one li 
le^ or arm it \s quite tnijH)»tuble to withilraw it, and Ibtfl 
only way ho has of freeing himself ie by driving it ri^^btl 
throDi^b to the other liide. 

TIk! ni'xt morning, the tide bein^ in our favoi 
n'cloi;k I turned my hack upon the seuDo of thiii liorriblftl 
and atrocious murd«r. another bcinfj a<Wcd to thcf ulrca^J 
long liiit of i^ueh urimcs wliicli liave huvn and an; \tem 
daily unouted throu<,'huut the South S<:us, wburt* tlic l<>iir'|f,J 
hardworking trader ekc& out a Kolitor)' liv'iilihm>H . 
spends the {greater purt of bis lifi> livin;,' ulonc, oubudi) tl 
pate of civiUsatiou without frieruis and far, far nwav Im 
home. 

Ah we were being swept through the passage by 
tilt: tierce cmTent running at the tjue, the native who 
was uTi board to pilot us clear of the coast, told me 
JKiw, a year or so ago, a white man had arrived in a ship 
to stay with thu trader until the schooner returned a year 
aftt'f wards, Hut as the tide was running out at the time 
the ship did not attempt to enter the passage but just 
stood olTaixl on until the man had been lowered in his 
Ixiiit with his four boys and tlien sailed away. The white 
niiiii Jiad never been able to reach the shore although 
when the ship left Iiini he was not a mile distant from it. 
But tJie next nmrning he was nowhere to be found, am! 
it was afterwards discovered that the current in the niglit 
bad swept him right across to the east coast of New 
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Ireland, where he had been killed and eaten by the 
natives, his boys sharing a similar fate. 

After leaving Sir Charles Hardy Islands I laid 
along the coast of Bougainville, one of the largest 
and northernmost islands of the Solomon Group, being 
nearly one hundred and twenty miles in length and 
over thirty in width. Sailing down the coast we perceived 
hi^h uj) in the sky flames issuing from the sununit of an 
a<tive volcano, and although we must have been some 
thirtv or fortv miles distant it was plainly visible. There 
is a rangt» of mountains which appears to run nearly the 
entin* length of this island, and I should say, judging 
from our j)osition, some of the highest peaks were several 
thousand feet above the sea level. I could see many 
volcanic cones hut only the one I have just mentioned 
apjH'ared to be active. The villages along the coast 
appeared to he very thickly i>opulate(l, but the ferocity of 
their inhabitants is very well known, and it would be veiT 
(litVicult indeed for a white man to make an expedition 
through the islaiul with safety. Towards the southern 
end of the island one or two laige war canoes came out to 
Us as we went along, each one containing about twenty 
men, who, like the Sir Charles Hanlv islanders, were 
com[)letely naked and very dark in colour. Their faces 
were tattooed in lines, imparting a very tierce and repulsive 
appearance. 

On the third dav we reached Treasurv Island and ran 
into a very g(M)d anchorage otV the priiicij)al \illage. The 
natives, who have a very good rcput.ilinn hcic. many 
having worked on the plantations in (^>iic( usland. but the 
greater numi)er engaging themsrl\r^^ at <litV<i<-nt tunes as 
i)oats' crews to the traders ol the Sojonmii Islands, 
swarmed on board immc<liately 1 let go the anchor. One 
of the first to arrive was a bov who went bv the name 
of Tom, wliom I inmiediatelv remembered as havim: 
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Ripnlttiiin. Hr Km» wry an\ii)iM In ci^n* kWny with me. 
m ■lulM'd wt^- m umt many of thuiii. wn) I rt«eiv«) a 
lin«t niuiy |m<wnt« ut vjmw. umxi. nti<l kaokans — « 
vetP'talik tint uiilikt> ■ |H>ui<t Oiw luiin wlio <|Hikp 
pidjin Knifliftli [»irly woll U^fopnl im* vt-rj- haH for « 
Mivcmun, aiid witeii I (ifft-ntl him a slul)inj> tiimi^ np 
bi<t iMtM in dihftiitit. Hai] hi' ni-t-ivol wtint hv watitnl 1 
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{ilii -luf I <iiiiti"i iMiii'rivr \\li;ti he wuiilcl tuivf liiuir with 
it. .■xr.pt IluU |»rltaiv- ■•II Ihf iiniviil "'. tlu' lirsl tnitiinj; 

M'l i.T. 111. Ilk.- iniii.v "llu r ri liiiii.'.] laliciiii- liiiii,i» tniiu 

Vi ii-l;iii,l »ilh iii..i,..i. 1V..11I.I liiiv,. |.,irl.-,l Willi II for a 

f.'» liimlMir 11 stii'k iir IWM.if tiiliiio'ii. 

Tl Iii.r. Willi w:i~ Ihi' »iiii uf 11 i-1-li-liriiti.il wiirniir 

111 il ■ Miila (■..|.ii, l..n- -mi-,' il.inl. i«iiil iin' ;i vi-il ill 

llir iilti 111.11111 1111.1 l.r..u;:lii iiir a \,r\ llii.- sjivar an a 
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pnseni, and receivin<^ in return some cotton red and 
inhaeco, for it is always customary in every country 
tlirnutjhout the South Pacific to give presents and receive 
>«»iuethin<( in exchange on an acquaintance being made. 

Immethately my water tanks were replenished we set 
<:iil again, but owing to tlie very light winds that pre- 
vailed it was many days before we reached Kubiana, 
win-re most of the English Solomon Island traders 
f«»rm tlieir head-quarters. A fair wind springing up, 
We were aiwmt to run over the bar, which extends across 
till- entrance of the lagoon, wh(»n a sail was reported on 
the ^tarlioard bow. This turned out to be H.M.S. liapid, 
wiiieh quickly br)re down upon us, and ascertaining as 
>he steamed close under our stern that I liad come from 
New Britain, at once sent off a boat with an otlicial order 
tnim the High Commissioner of the Western Pacific, 
|>rn|iil)iting any connnunication whatever with any one 
t'»r tw«*nty-one days, owing to the fact that smallpox had 
hii»ken out in tlu» country I had just come from. Not- 
witiistanding the fact that I had not been within two 
hundred miles of tiie infected district I was re(|uested to 
remain outside the bar, so I went and anchored olV 
Keiidova Island. 

liefore thev-steamed awav I ha<l a short and shout in*' 
conversation with Mr. Woodfoid, who was nn hoard and 
who had just l>i»en appMUted to the post a^ Conmiissioner 
»»f the Solomon Islands. I had met this gentleman pre- 
viously in Kngland. He conlially in\ited ww to pay him 
a visit at (ravatu. an islantl nlV llie eoa^t of I'Morida, one 
of tin* s(nitherinnost in tlui ^Toiip: ]»iit hriiiL: in a hurry to 
u'et aeioss to Australia I told hjni I ^IkmiM he unalile to 
do so. little thinking at the tiim- that lorcf of eircum- 
siances would compel me to Lr<» there, and that my ship, 
which had been mv home for so Ioml:, wa^ fated to remain 
there for ever. Shortly afterwards we said ;:oodbye. and 
an hour or so later they disappeari'd lH*iu*atli the horizon. 
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The nfjtt OMiroiiiK 1 fiiaD<l it pr c< i wiiu y bi ARnin n-piur 

U]« flUwriiiK ti"*"' nn<) >t *'*>* van- ilifficult t« nnkt Uw 

n«ljvM who vvTv Hintiniinlly i-niwiline mtinil nil iin4rT- 

Btaiiil Dull vtv well- in ()U«»iitiiit« lutd Uint lli«y wttre uiit 

to ciMiif i»n lN«n). u Witifi i>( tt fni^nilly (iMiMMtion thry 

»«! ill t\w Imltil 111 iNianlillft cvwy uliip tliey ixuue in 

(Mtntjut with- It «»k alMi vitry li«nl upon lue lui it bad 

[ lM>eD niitru Oiwi MX tuiifitliM unn- [ liaj) itpun ui En^liidi- 

n rtr lif^nl nny ncw» of luy own coontiy. uiit I was 

1 JIUW witliin a niilv itr two t>r wvuntl lixiliK just inuiln tl)e 

nlofrnon, bi trlioni a n^nlar tii-ntontlily uiatl nrrtvvs and 

Plniiu wlioin I ftliiiuld liavv \wM abli< to ttavv l»imMl wbat 

tt-aa Roinff on in the world. 

Ttiifw tnulcn, w)io Iiaxi' fjttaliliidicd i]nitr a Itttlcmlony 
liiiv. \v..iil.l. 1 kiic.«. lia>.' I.-.II v,i\ aUi.l 1" S.I- 111.-. To 
Kiwlisliiii.'ii liiin:.':il li.'iii.' ;ui.l kii.'niii^' iiHtliiiiL- nliat- 
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and tlie opjwsite indentation are accentuated. The tree 
from which this nut is taken ^aows in low and swampy 
j^round and takes a ^reat many years to mature. The 
trees are cut down and the nuts <i[athered and put into 
ba<^s, each tree yiehhn<jj about six of these ba<jjs full. On 
the outer skin bein^' removed the kernel has an appear- 
ance of a lar<i;e-sized billiard ball. It is as hard as ivory, 
and will retain any dye. After l)ein<^' dried they are 
ex{>orted to luirope and lar<;ely used in the manufacture 
of buttons, etc. The trade in ivory nuts has greatly 
decreased witliin the last few years owin«j[ to the depreci- 
ation of value, at one time being worth I'lO per ton, 
but now only bringing, I believe, about 1*8. 

Tortoise sliell is also largely dealt with. It is the back 
of a turtle usuallv found on tlu; reefs or on a sandv beach. 
The natives spear the turtles and, after eating the flesh, 
take off the blades and sell them to the trader in exchange 
for clotli, beads, or tomahawks. 

Mr. Ijouis l^ecke's tales of South Sea life are verv 

ft 

pleasant and poetical with the desciiptions of beautiful 
coral reefs and waving j>alms ; but when one looks upon 
those reefs and sees the overwhehning numbers of jxiison- 
ous and stinging creatures indolently lying in wait for 
some unwary stranger, or when one finds some wild and 
fenn-ious cannibal with a ion^^-haiidlrd native tomahawk 
or jagged stone club, or p<'i(liance even a |><>isoned arrow 
or tw(» in his l)ow, i)ehind that waving pahn. the poi'try 
someliow fades awav and ones h;ind steals unicklv and 
silently to the revolver so handily placed in the belt. 

After a dav or two I eonlmued mv jcuniiev. an<l had a 
fair wind as far as Kussell IslamU, which lie to the north- 
west of (Tua<lalcanar. one of the Iar;:er islands furtlier 
east. Many natives came otV in canoes laden with vams, 
eoooanuts, and bananas; but before they rea<'hed us a 
strong wind sprang u[) and we saw no more of them. 
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On nenclimt; GiuuiAlcnnar, an islaiK) KlxMit eighty luilia 
hmi: am) liavinu many vcilntnic mniis Mtifnot 
ntiMiiiUin ponkK. wliioh noo np U) an cnonintuM Iwitrbl 
of nlfoiit i>it;1it III ten iliuiiNsntl fcvt. I ci>nM<1erod 
Nilviiuiblr U> ntti-linr fi«r Uif iitfjlil in « hRriHiur a littlt! Ui 
the wiMtwan) <•( r«[v Himtttr mid fill up with wat«r, tu 1 
int4?iiile(l tht» It) In; my furtliitniRMt pkiiit tii the eu&twanl 
brfoiv fttrikiiiiT icmM to Ail»tnil)>. IIk Mmth-emt>t tuiio- 
•iinn v/oA hliiwiiiu ct«iulily nnw with slight enst^riy %'an- 
ttlirntH. I thervforv rahnibilml 1 cmilH reach Bandy Cape 
im the QunMiHUtliil i-iHUtt, A difitani:« of l.liUO uulra away, 
i»n ono h(Htnt. There wltu very few nativM in lh<f 
TillnitR, and thi-y did not intcrfrn.' nith nt) id any way. 
Thn n«x\ iiKintinK I inado Xhvi final htari ftir Aurtrali* 
witli n htnmj: j-tt-iidy wiiul Mouini; ciist-liy-sinitli : and by 
niK)ii on till' f.-ilnwini: d;iy Im.l i-..v.ivd a liisiaiuv ..f IHO 
iiiil>'>. All hoiii' ahn tin-. l)i<' •';i|itaiii iiifi>nti<-<i iiic that 
ni.M.r -iKi-.-.n ]i:ul a-mn jrivon «ay. l.-avnij: 
i.Tiiati\.' Imt III null i-rifk tn (iiivalii. tlu' si-at 
niriil. ^^l>•'lv in ^lil proiml'ilily 1 iiii>:ht find 
liilil.' I>i;i.li on wliii-li In iiialif fiirtluT ivpiiiiN. 
Ins tin..- ;i1m. «.■ f,.nn.l lliat sli<- was iiiakiiit; 
I.I- lliaii iisiial. .i^in^'. as I snsjyvtvd. tn lliv 
tiainin- -!„■ \v.u\ n .-.■iv,.!. 
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who, althoucrli he had arranged to leave for AustraHa on 
the following morning, most kindly offered to postpone 
his departure until his engineers and carpenters had paid 
tlie yaclit a visit and repaired the damage. 

Tiong hefore daylight Mr. liowley, the navigating lieu- 
tenant, accompanied hy another officer, came on board, 
and after a sliort deliberation and thorough examination 
came to the conclusion that the damage was irreparable. 
A survey was then called, and the shi[) condenmed for all 
future sea service. Captain J\)llard at once offered me a 
])assage to Australia, which I gladly accepted, and quickly 
transhipping my [)ersonal luggage, and as many of my 
specimens and collections as possible, and leaving my 
captain and crew i)ehind to pack everything and bring 
them over by the t Hiding steamer, which was expected in 
ab(>ut a month, we slowly steamed out of hari)()ur, leaving 
for ever behind my home of the past two years; and I 
must (ronfess to a verv sad feelin<' as 1 saw tlie vacht's 
ensign (hj)ped as wt» passed her for the last time. 

Here, then, in this ijj^noblr wav, ended luv cruise in tlie 
Southern Pacific, and looking back on it now, I feel 
tiiat in s})ite of all the misfortunes attending it the 
scientific discovciies I had made re])aid me tenfold for all 
tile anxieties and dangers 1 had passed through, and the 
two vears had certainly bciii the most intciesting of my 
existence. 



CHAITEK XIV 

STEAJIOB XATITfc CtTVmil* -MBTBOD OF CbOEOia FtKiD 
— 4AI.T WATKK fluLb POM TSB IXTKItluil— XATIVE 
nsa-HOOKS— DIMUU— KiTITBS miTII M&NT WIVEft 

— xoL'xo uiBU wtm lahur rAuruBs— tukachrr- 

OV» rBOVUl — RBUaiOK— TOTAL BXTLHcTtOX- (IF THS 

RACK— rmta. 

DrntMi my cruioi- I li«>) nisiiy '>(>|M)rtufmi>-» >>( ftmlymg 
luiuiv (if llir ■ilnitii.'i' ruvliiiijK. iiuiniifD', ami haltiU nf llu- 
(liOi*rc[it |N-<i|>U^ uluijv' t-iiiinln<3> 1 vimiIi^I. 

Vnia.t. tonni. luttivi- bAnniiAft. and I>iv«*l4n)it (imii ttu- 
|iriiR'i]iiil r>H>il (if IIm; isUiidcrv of t|i>' South F««-itic. Of 
omrM*. lUoM.- nntiveH wlii* live on ttie nmit anr fumiHlu-il 
with larue HUjiptii-j* nf »Ia'll nnil nthfr lisli, n-it)i which (he 
nxh iiiict Hhallonh alMtund. and many luid vnrioiiit uv ihv 
diffiu^itl jutitliiwU UBi-il in i-aptiiring them. The |iig ik found 
evvrynhiTf. and in known in a f(ivst many ]>lRcef>aA '*(*«{>- 
lain CiNik," iinM^amnhly nn account iif it*. Iwing that vt'l*^ 
bntt«-<l nu viijntor who fiK tm|t«irtcd them to those countri*^. 
But il ii> '>nly 'in niwcinl iK?4:a»ianK. ciu-h us nn the return 
of a KMci'i-uiful [uirty of murniidciv, or the death of a chief, 
or iK-rhit]><^n vinit fn>ni a friendly IrilK-. Ihnt one in kill'il 
and i-nl«'n, 

The meihrtil tri-tiiTitlly adoptwi for cijoking UmmI is by 
taking M-vitml oiotie* aUmt the size of Kinali eocosnnt«. 
and huildinu tlinu n)> iiu» a mound -HhaiH^^I edifice. A 
tin- iM kmdifil wilhin, iuni Uie article then bunud m tlic 
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1-^1 M -. lilt wliok' being covered with taro or banana 
kaves. \\\ a very short time the food is thoroughly 
baked. In some countries where cooking utensils are 
used, in the shape of pots or pans, the food is generally 
boiled ; and on the coast salt water is very much utilised, 
for the natives have discovered that the salt contained in 
it adds much to make their food more palatable. In some 
parts bamboos containing this commodity find their way 
for many miles into the interior, and command a high 
native price. In some instances, where the mountain 
people are on unfriendly teniis witli the natives of the 
coast, and where trading in anything else is, in conse- 
quence, not thought of, these bamboos are left beneath 
trees or at known spots in the forest, and those people for 
whom it is intended come down and fetch it away, leaving 
something, generally in the shape of food, but unobtain- 
able near the coast, in exchange. 

Cocoanuts are also eaten verv extensively evervwliere. 
The young nut contains about a pint of liquid which is 
always cool and refreshing. From tlu? eocoanut tree itself 
some natives extract the sap, and fermenting it, manufac- 
ture an intoxicating drink. I found this to be an excellent 
substitute for yeast in bread-making, and it is used by 
everv^ white man living in the South Seas in preference to 
hops. 

Native-made articles differ very much in style and 
manufacture according to the countries to which they 
belong, but in most places exhibit a considerable amount 
of ingenuity and ability. The dresses in the Admiralty 
Islands are exceptionally well made, consisting of small 
shells, which are rounded, bored, and strung together in 
wonderful devices and patterns, in the sluipe of a small 
apron, and decorated at the bottom with many various 
coloured feathers, numerous cowrie and other shells, 
fonning tassels, so that the noise they mjike chinking 
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togt'lticr u* ihf WKftrer inuvutrmlong can \w )ir«pl M. n.cud-.l 
Ht()('rabk>->)Mtan<^-. KJah-bootci uv ^i^ni'nill.v btvDUfuttjr * 
c-iinntrui-u-il. A pivre (if pewl uliell jh tait^n itlxtat ti*(t_tCL.fl 
rour im'h<<s m li-nRth. Knd 4iap<m1 5kr a fi^U Ke^enl T 
■tukll iiolctics ftT« rut nt unu eiiH. byi,wliirh a pipo;. c 
t<irtiiiM>-«]]p|l kliVAily 'piiioded iin<l [xiinttHl !<• thf tinpiin 
i>( a iii'rdli?, iH t)|{l)tiy Hti]t|tiK>4l wntli nativt? bi-iop. - Tlus 
bnrb ih cUrvMl iui>l pmnb-d towKrilK. tb<< f-haix, muI tbe 
wbiilv iif tbe rnnfltruutiDti rti atUtcbrd to a bi^iufi-^nc^ .nad 
ItawImI fnmi the Atvrn of k raiux*. .wldom or never Culing 
tu Mx-nrv n l*n!i' "piTUut>li uf wbicb tbr bimk is bat-ao 
tiititatiiin. 

Scn)fnl4Ml« and vmuunal diMUMw are \tsry pvevaleiiL 
l^llll)nnnnr- nfTcptifm*. 'iplilbnliiiiu. i-lcphantiiiAi-. lopmy, 
mill iiMin hkjii iIImiim--. iin- ri<iiitiiiiii. iiTiiIiirf iuiii>n4:vt llii; 
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1 KliiiiiK iiri' atlliclfi). In iiiiiny instances sores and 
ulci-rs sn iiiV}inHbly.n('^'lfrt<'il ini-rt'iksc to nucb an extent 
tbiit ill tiiiit' tbe limbs rot and fall off. In one .case ttiat 
raiiic iin<Li>r my [iiTMinal nl>s«-r\'Atioii tlu> iuan*s right \eg 
hii'l liitriilly iiii'lU'il Hwny. Hnil wlien I saw bioi be had 
httlf or none i.f it U-ft, but wborever he went a darkinh 
tbii.l stained tbe jjpnnid. 

I'olyt;iimy is jinutisfd ovorkwhcnMind wives are bought 
an<i s<dd like wi mucb projitTty. Yiiimj; Rids tuature at a 
very early ii^'e, nnd (■fti'n arc tbe jxisseBsom of large 
families licfur.' tbey attain tbeir seveiittt-ntb year. 

'I'liere lire, Hutiiratly. n great many different cbaracter- 
isiie-' wlKTe ;i niee iR s<> mixed am in these islands. In 
some enniitni.-s tboy uro treacberoiin to a degree, obtrusive 
!Liid iiitnietable, whilst in others. {K'rhapR only a few miles 
diHtiiiil. tiny are at once friendly, easily dealt with, and 
even t;eTii;il in their reliitions with yon. The kidnapping 
iiiiil It- iiiteiidaril iitrneiDUs eruolty. a few years ago prac- 
lisiil l>y, 1 aiti snrty to say. my own cotintryinen. who 
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recruited laboui' in these parts, has even to-day never 
been forgotten by these wild but simple people, and has 
\evy often, and I am afraid will yet again result, in many 
savage reprisals, for revenge in the heart of a Soutli Sea 
Islander is every bit as much looked forward to as it is in 
the majority of countries in Southern Europe, Never- 
theless, even in parts where the white man had never 
set a foot before, and the people therefore could not be 
incensed by any wrongs, imaginary or otherwise, I found 
them liere as elsewhere, of a bloodthirsty and treacherous 
character, never to be trusted for a moment, and alwavs 
on the look out for an opportunity, no matter how long 
thev have to wait for it, when they can strike unawares. 

It is astonishing that among a people showing little or 
no civilisation the rights of one man are rehgiously 
respected by another, and a native owning anything, be 
it a cocoanut tree or an implement, has only to put liis 
mark upon it to secure it from the hands of any covetous 
person. 

In countries where the people have been recruited for 
plantations, and have lived for some years amongst the 
white men, theft is sometimes indulged in; but in every 
case, when discovery is made, heavy punishment is 
inflicted by the chief of the village. 

Religion tliey have none ; nevertheless there is a belief 
in every country of the existence of some evil spirit, and 
wlierever I went I found that this superstition w^as a 
source of absohite terror to every one. 

In conclusion, I am perhaps sorry to say that in my 
opinion those Polynesians inhabiting the far-away islands 
of the South Seas will die out as the Malay and Chinese 
races extend, and if the flow of colonisation should move 
tow'ards New Guinea there can be no doubt but that the 
Papuan race inhabiting that vast country will, like the 
aborigines of Tasmania and Australia, fade away. 
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A rilAPTER ON THE BIRDS COLLECTED DURING 
CAPTAIN WEBSTER'S TRAVELS IN THE PAPUAN 

ISLANDS. 

By Eunst Hartkut, 

Director of the Zoological Museum at Triii«^. 

.Tlii> clijipt^'r has for \U subject all the birds tolitctod, with the excep- 
lion of the Birds of Paradiso, a li>t of whiih will he givon hy the Hon. 
WalUr Rothschild, the principal authority on Birds of I'aradisc.) 

L — On thk Birds collkitkd in (inuMAN Nkw (Itinka. 

Tilt' collection niJide during Cjiptiiiu Wihster's first o^pedition 
to (lerinan New (iuinea was, except for some tine Birds of 
Paradise, not very larj^e, consisting as it did almost only of 
hu>jer forms. 

Amon«^ llie *' Hawks" there was a skin of the ran- Monitri- 
onhis iinrinv (Salvad. and Alh. ). As it wjis. however, a youn^ 
individual, it caimot he said with ceilanity if it a^^rees in all 
details with hirds from other parts of Nrw (iuinea. Its 
measurements are like those of the type. Another sjK'cimen 
lias heen collected at Lolehu oil the rivt-r Ihnm hy Mr. (ieisler 
(./. F. (>., 1H9J, p. 'i-V)). 

Of ** Parrots " the lar^c hlack Cockatoo. Mirnuih.s.sNs atvr- 
rimus (dm.) was found to he not uncommon. 

Of (rcoffrinjiis hoth <>rirn((ilis and jnhirnMs were shot, and 
the lar^e Krlrrtus prrttfnihs was also found, as well as Lt'rins 
erythrothornj and A'o.s fuscata. The specimens of K. Juscata 
from (ierman New Guinea have Ikvii separated under the 
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name of iuamdila, but ihey cannot In? iliatinfiuished from 
t)ioae of othur parte of New Guinea. 

The rarest P&rrot, and indeed the most interesting of aU the 
captures of Inrds made by Captains Webster and Cuttnn, U a 
skin of Cj/clopsillacas duicfiibodei (Dubois). It was shot neiar 
Stephansort on November 18th. The interest attiichwl l« thin 
specimen hes in the fact that its exact hoini> was fornitrrly 
unknown. Now, however, we believe that this parrot is spread 
all along the northern coast of New Guinea from Stephansort 
to at lettst Walckenaar Bay, for the skins which have ooDui 
with Dutch New Guinea trade skius have certainly not heeo 
procured in the German colony. (Compare Mr. Kothschild's' 
note in Nooitat^Ji ZaoUxjicne. vol, i. p. fi77.) 

Of Ciiculiilar. llie large Nemtei-ntur mf'tehr-ki. Iielongin^: lo iba 
Centrofiinae. which build nests tiiemselves and hatch th&ir 
like other birds, but unlike the true CticuUnar, which ura 
parasitic, as everybody knows of our own Cuckoo. 

The fiiraily of "Kingfishers" is plentiful in New Uaine», 
and especially conspicuous is the genua Tanyniplrra, or Racket- 
tailed Kingfishers. In German New Guinea only T. mrytri, 
^ with a.n almost white tail, was found. 

The large-billed, very bright, but not beautiful SnHnniMu^tn 
tjnii'llrliitri'l wiis also shot, ft cnii, in our opinion, not Iw 
separated from -S'. kiibarj/i. which we consider as only a 
nominal, but not real species. 

Nothing of special interest of the large order Piissrrrs was 
procured, but both Ant-Thrushes, Pitta noracijiiineae and 
P. mackloti were collected, as well as Mhuj diiuwiUi, 
ilelanopi/rrhici orieittalis, Gymnacorax icnex, and many 
Ciciniiitnis rerjius and other Birds of Paradise, a hst of which 
is appendet! by Mr. Rothschild. 

The collection of "Pigeons" is rather rich. There are 
several of the beautiful green pigeons of the genus Ptiliiin/ius 
or Plilopiis, and the long-tailed Mnjatopn-pui poUiini. Of the 
large Fruit- Pigeons, Ciirpophaga mticcntiia, zwae, and 
spilorrhoa were obtained, and the large Goura beccarii was 
also shot. 

" Waterfowl " were not met with in numbsrs, to judge from 
the collection, but the fine duck, Tadorna radjak, was found 
to be common. 
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Several small birds were also preserved iu spirits, and these 
'"ere found to be of much service for anatomical purposes. 
^^Iceletons of some are in the Tring Museum. 

^I. — List of the Birds collected on the Aru Islands. 

The following list has been published in Novitates Zoologicae^ 

A.^ol. iii. pp. 534-536, but the numbers 44 and following have 

>iow been added, as they were sent in spirits and were not 

^•eceived when the list was published. Of some of the small 

l)irds, spacimens w^ere sent in spirits, the skeletons of which 

are mostly preserved in tlie Tring Museum. 

1. Para'linea apoda, L. One frmale. " Iris pale yellow." — 
2. Aeluroedus mclanohs. Gray. — 3. CicuinurK.s reyius (L). 
The Aru skins do not differ pt^rceptibly from those of other 
countries, though on the whole the wing is a few millimetres 
longer. (W.R.). — 4. Man 11 cod id utrn (Less).- -5. Macrocorax 
fuscicapiUus (Gray). — (>. Mino dumonii, Less. White bar in 
the wing rather narrow. — 7. Oriolus Jldrurinctiis (King). — 8. 
Dicruropsin carbonaria (Midi.). Wing 147 mm. — 1). (rraucaUiH 
cacruleofjn'seiis (Gray). — 10. (rniiicalns melanops (Lath.). — LL 
Artamu^ leucogastcr (Valenc). Two specimens with remark- 
ably short wings. — 12. Cracticiis qiioi/i (Less. ). — 13. Cractinis 
ca^sicuH. 

14. Bhdctes analogus, A. H. Meyoi-, or R. aruensis, Sluiri)e. 

In ZcitHchr. f. (jes. Orn. i. p. 2.sr) (1SS4) Dr. A. H. Meyer 
separated some Aru specimens from h\ (UkiIoijus under tlie 
name of B. aruensis. The skin before us seems to agree with 
Meyer's birds, but I^r. R. B. Shar})e in Ihis, IHSS. p. 437, 
declares that Meyer's IL ana/arins is onlv the vou ng of his h\ 
aruensi^i. See also Salvadori, Jf/j/. Orn. Vapiittsia, ii. p. 1)7 
(1890). 

15. Bhectes femigineus brevipennis (subs p. no v.) 

Aru specimens have the wing very short, only 1*28 nun. 
All individuals of our very large series from New Guinea have 
the wings decidedly longer. A. B. Meyer, in Zritschr. f. (jes. 
Orn. i. p. 285 (1884), had already pointed out this difference, 



36» 



APPENDIX I. 



tJiA it k only no Hiooiint of hU onrolioraiKm irf our ubvor- 
VftlHUi lh»l we d«n to bestow a MilMpedAc teem on thu 
(ofm. 
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Poor likin* fnim Dulih:!, unr<inu[i«t4)U nut mui-). Oh: ti 
ihvMi. pniWbly an uM mair. Km a nry lorm bill wtil a nrj 
hl|^ hump. TbisM) four btnl» haw the bill 46. 4fi. iS. and 
5S min. long ; Iholr twrii^hl at hutn|i i« 1$. 19, 30, and ill mru. 
Thnw aiHNiUtuiua u( Ph. mmMyvimrtf wmhttberimmt (anImi, p. 
'JSH) liavo that bill 4X, 4A, 4A mni. Iinx. and their heixht U 
butnp id II, l.'j. 17 ram. 

17. I'tlla iK-isuv"'"'^. MuU. ft Schleft.~18. Maempitryx 
mfptueea (Tvniin.l. Winp ItS^-XU mm.— 19. Pokarftu 

octUtttut, Q. A 0. 20. Kunjttomu* nunlntlix. Rw— ■>!. TVinv- 
lij.Uni U;.ir.Hl„u<^. (Jr.i\ , ±J. //.(/<(/'>'( s..r.h.h,s (ioul.i. The 

lorul -.pat <Mi>ii.>I !»' r»ll<-<l pur.- vvhil.-. Iiul lias .i .li-^iiiu't 
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vol. xvii. p. 197, it is said to differ from 5. torotoro in 
wanting the black mark along the tip of the culmen, and 
this statement has been made before. However, it is quite 
wrong, the fully adult S. torotoro never having any black mark 
on the culmen, a character peculiar to immature birds of 
N. torotoro only. On the other hand, I have not yet seen 
a S. flavirostris quite without a black mark, and I 
believe that even the most adult birds have it. In any 
case it is a bad character for distinguishing these species, 
the much lighter and more greenish colour of the upper 
parts l)eing the best distinguishing character of the Queensland 
form. The subspecific name proposed above is the native 
name of the bird in Aru, as Torotoro is its name in Dorey. 

'24. Sauromarptis gaudichaud (Q. \' G.). 

No distinction from typical skins of New Guinea. There 
is certainly not more white on the back ; on the contrary, 
some of our birds from New Guinea (we have now thirtv-six 
without duplicates) show more white on the back. The blue 
of the rump of most of our Aru birds is rather dark, while 
it is certainly paler in most of the skins from S.E. New 
(iuinea, but not constantly. The so-called .S. kubanji seems 
to ditfer in no way from N. (jaudichaud tifj)ic(i. 

25. Sauromarjjtis tijro (Gray). — 26. Micnujlossus aterrifuus 
(Gm.). ^Ving only 380 mm.- 27. Cifi'l(>])sitt(uits (tnd'nais 
(Schleg.). — 2H. Trichiu/lossKs niijni<ji(l(uis, Gray. Large and 
tine birds ; wings 150, 15J, 158 mm. 

2U. Chalcopsittacus scintillatus ^1\'nini.). 

The majority of the .\ru specimens have the breast more 
washed with brown and havi' vtM y dark orange strijHJS along 
the shafts of the feathers on thu breast as well as on the hind- 
neck, but the British Mustuin possesses specimens from New 
Guinea that are just like our .Aru skins. The plunuige of the 
sexes and ditferent ages of this bird are not yet jiroperly 
known. Some birds (? jcfHitlcs) have the rump distinctly 
bluish, some have no orange stripes at all. 
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30. Eclecttu pectoT&lifl arnenaia ((irav)- 



Specimens from the Aru lalunds hav<i llit- lail io bolh wics j^s.^^^ 
very prominently tipped with yellow. I do not find this ^ £ i\i 
so much in any oltier specimens from other loonlitifia. Th(^ s^^^-^u 
Aru Island birds are also mther liir^u (,} wing 'iB3-^269), anil.^.x:„ 
I believe they can stand as a subspecies. Cf. Gray, I'. Z. .S.,, _ ^g 
X&58. p, 182; Salvadori, Orn, Vaymx. i. p. 201. 

Specimens from the Solotnnii Islands seem amallesl of all. XX^) 
nest coming those from Ferpusson, New Ireland, Now BritaJo km mj^ 

31. Ptiloptis aiiranliipvM. Gray.— 33. PL waltaeei (Gray).—— 

33. Ft. mipcrbm (Temm. A Knip).— 34, Pi. iotonta, <iny^,^^y 

"Iria yellow." — ^35. Pt. coronidatux. Grnj. " tria omngc." -.^ 

36. M>iri.iticivora hUxilor (Bcop.). — 37. CaipopJunja 
(Less.). " Iris straw-colour." — 38, C. yinon (Q. & G_ 

"IriB red; feel coral-red; hill greyish; naked space roui. -j^ 

eye red." — 39, Chalcopiiaps »Uphani, Rchb, Hitherto, 
balifive, only doubtfully known from the Ant Ishuidx. 



40. Hacropygia, sp. 

There are before us four skins uf a. ifiun'iiii-iin from Dob'" 
and Wannmnbai. According to Balvadori's Cutalogur of tlio 
Pigeons in the British Museum they would belong to U. 
ihreija (Bp.). and Salvadori has identified the Aru specimen* 
that came before him with the latter species. To us tti»j 
seem to agree much better with .V. iMitehiaiieniiU, and lo be 
merely a form of that species with a less rufous chin anJ 
longer wings. The wings of the adult males mvasun 
173-175 mm. From all we can see at present we must 
conclude that our Aru specimens differ from .V. dtirei/a lyytfo 
aud thiit they are nearer to M. batfhianrn.iU : furtht-r tliiA 
M. iloreya, M. vineieifepa, M. yrUeiniwha, M. balehitiiuiuU. 
and M. ijoldici are more or less oonneot«d by intcrmodiah) 
specimeQH and merely subspecies of one and tha same 
species, but that a large material with exact localitiee mil 
he necessary before one can come to definite coaclusionii 
about them. 
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41. Baza reinwardtiy Miill. & Schleg. — 42. Haliastur 

<firrencra, Vieill. — 43. Nycticorax caledonicus (Gra.). — 44. 

Alcyone pusilla (Teram.). — 45. Monarcha guttulatus (Garn). — 

46. Arses aruensis, Sharpe. — 47. Monarcha nitidus (Gould). — 

48. Rhipidura tricolor (Vieill.). — 49. Gcrygonc palpchrona 

Wall. — 50. (r. chryso(jaster, Gray. — 5L. Myzomcla nigrita 

y. A: G.. — 52. Microeca JiavovircsccnSy Gray. — 53. Cyclopnitta- 

cua melanogenys (Rosenh.). — 54. Edoliosotna anirtise, Sharpe. — 

55. Mclile.stes novaeguineac (Less.). — 56. (rraucaluH hj/jwleucus, 

Gould. 



11 r. List of the KEy-IsL.\ND Birds. 

Dicaenm keiensc (in spirits). 

Cinnyris zenobia, C. theresia (in spirits). 

Zostcrupa uropygiidts (in spirits), 

(iraucalus fnel<inoj)s. 

Pit demon plu in igen is . 
Passekes. (\ilornis vietallicn. 

I Adage karu. 

Pitta viackloti. 

Pachycephala rufipcn tiis. 

A rtamus leucorhynchus. 

Sjihecotheres fla riven t ris. 
. Eclertus pectoral is. 
I (h'ttffroyus keiensis 9 . 
( Xasiterna keiensis (in spirits). 

Ptilitiopns wallacii, P. rofithogastrr. I', jtmsi- 

n<)rrh()us. 

Macropygia keietisis. 

iienpelia mange us. 

Car])o])li(iga concinna separata. Hurt. This 
form of the well-known ('. coneinna was 
descrilx'd from a skin in the Trin^' Museum. 
Capt. Wehster has now sent two fine series, 
and a large series has come to hand from Mr. 
Kuehn. All these Key- Islands* skins agree 
in every detail with the type, and the Key- 
Islands' form is at a glance recognisahle by 
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Pigeons. 
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Hawkk. 



lu ■nowwhil* ftbdomen, which ia gny in 
lh« U'pickl C. ameinHu, Thu pi|f»oa U 
pmbftbljr tv«id»Dt in ths K«y UToup of ialuidft 

I .iifwr alhif^nlrit. 

( Piuttiiim haliafhu Umn^f/'lialtu. 

BimHntiiput IrutacrfJutloM. 
Shomk-Biium. AHilit h^fMiieunu. 



IV. Lnrr of nnm rmnu Rtn* B«t urn Tmrrox Bat. 

Cnllectlonii fnim llMKve p&rta of Sttm Guiora us hanllv ifm 
raooiTed ia thia onuntry. yet Uicy w tMpveially uf lolarmt, 
bfoaoao mAit> y(«n ■«» th(> gn>«t Dutch »ktuniliM, BaIooiod 
Miiller. inwlu (Mlli-rtionti ihcrc. ami sevcnil form-i miti- fir>it 
<l.-w;riU-.l (r..m tli,-s.- pliK-.-^. WV wiv, ih,-ri-t..r.. jiln'i t" K'-' 
Rnv -iH-ciiui'n-i from llic-if ]>urts. ahliiiuj;!' ih<' colli-fiion Wiis. 
Ill (•..i>-.<'<tLi.-M<-.' of til.' Iiiwlrss t-lu>r.i.-l.'r .A [ho nulivt-s aii<) llic 
nlliick iiiii.lc ..II Ciiitaiii W.-I>st.'r ■> )K>rtv, whit-h ivmiIu-<1 id 
Iliu 1..H-, ..( M.vrni! liv.-s. ,.nl> si.,,,!). The iK'nUlifiil si-ri.-^ ,.f 
the true /■^ir.t.liM-.i mim-f fiinu'i. the Mimll I>a}>iiiin Hii-<1 uf 
I'unuliw. "Ill iif vuluf fur coinimriscni with tilt- /'. miiu-r 
ri»^rl,. tr..ii> Kui-i-r Willu.lnislar.a, i.n.l llio vn<.rin.>.i> /'. >..,„.; 
j..hi,;,..,^. U,.il,>,-h, rr..iii .I..1.1 Niuii.l in (•..-.■Ivitik Bin. 

r<ll.i .-..^.r.,»,.,r,..'. Mull. i»n.l S,-hl. (N... :t-2S,t Ktmi Buy. 
This til,,-. Iiiii .'..Million Aiit-Thrusli wii.< nUo «hiai,u-.l ai Sii.'i- 

j;h.-'-l.-^ ■-•rriu-.-.-i^hala (l>.ss,l, (No, ^ItT.) Ktnii Buy, Tile 
hiu'k K liiliuT ji:ilfr than in i.iir skjiis (n.iii tht' iionht-rn cua-*! 
of liii' N.W, iiriiJKsulft o( Nfw <iuitiea, 

K,.,hU< r.,r,,.l,srf>,>. T.-,iim, (N.i. :KI2.| Etna Bay. In 
Biiti'-h Nvw (niiiicn [his species is ix'pliwcil by a closfh ullifd 
form witli l.l.n-k tips t.> the tiii.ier tail-eoverts. 

■/■1W.7M,. .uM-'-c-ph,,/,, iQ. aiidG.). (No. -261.1 This fiviry- 
lik.- littl.^ hliie fly.-ftleluT was shot at F-tiiit Bay. 

.!;-.>.■, l.l.-,:,,.'l,il,.ihH., (C^iriion. iNo, ■2!*-<.) Trit..n Bav. 

M.:i.,. hrll., un, I !,■>;,„:.> ^St■hl.■^.M, |Xo. 'ity.! 
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llhiindura setosa (Q. and G.). (No. 270.) Triton Bay. 

(h/nifiocorax .scnex (Less.). (No. 329). This curious large crow 
"\vith its naked face, common in most parts of New Guinea, was 
^hot at Etna Bay. Its iris is " pale blue." 

Xe.sniwntor tnenrheki (Less, and Garn.). (No. 291.) " Iris red." 
Triton Bay. 

Tunijsiptcra njfmplui (Temm.). (No. 314.) Etna Bay. " Iris 
piile hhu\ feet and bill red." 

Taiiiisijftera tjalatea (? subspecies). (Nos. 266, 289, 274.) 
Three specimens of this beautiful racket-tailed Kingfisher from 
Triton Bay are somewhat puzzling. In their dimensions they 
Nland somewhat between T. ijaldied and T. (jalntcu mirror- 
hijucha, the latter of which is oidy a poor subspecies, but 
generally recognisable by a smaller bill and mostly darker 
crown of the head. The latter character is also characteristic 
fi)r T. [iiddtea ruhieiisis, .\.B. M., from Hubi on the south of 
(ieelvink Bay. The colour of the crown, iiowever, varies very 
much in this grouj), and there are in Mr. Rothschild's nuiseinn 
two sjKJcimens with much paler heads than fifteen others that I 
could compare. The exact place they came from is not known, 
but they probably form a distinct subspecies. 

Halctum uiifrtufiduva. Wall. (No. 3*J7.) .\ male was shot at 
Etna Hay. ** Iris light blue, feel and bill entirely black." The 
alMlomen is deep blue in the male, white in the female, rufous 
in the young bird. 

L<trius erifthrnthoni.r, Salva<l. (Nos. :i()7, 302, 2(>4.) Etna 
Bay and Triton Bay. The di.^ti ibution of this species is 
interesting. It seems to occur all over the eastern paits of New 
Guinea, from German New Guinea, where Captain Webster 
also procured some specimens, to British New (iuinea, and 
ah)ng the Fly Hiver to Etna Bay and Kul)i. south of Geelvink 
Bay. In the latter place specimens are slightly smaller and 
are called L. crtfthrt*t}un(U- ruhlrfisis. 

Apntsmictustlinsahs (Q. and (i.i. (Nos. 271, 279. 217, 320.) 
Etna Bay and Triton Hay. '• I lis orange. The old bird has 
the back blue, the young green." 

C(irpnphii4j(t rufirrntris, Salvad. (No. .319.) '* Iris orange. 
Bill black. Feet coral red. " Etna Ba\. 

Meydioprepia pudla (Less.). (Nos. 3()S, 30«), 313. 2«M).) This 
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Ipky-Milnnrail ptKuou w&» Bbui •! Tnuni «ad Rum B«ys. It 
mtll knmm in Wi<«twm Ni-w Uuine*, u>il ia tvpUcMd liy JK 
fiuhurit in Jobi. Cvntml iumI K«ftl<:m New (luituw. 

hfiwcmnlu^nat rrtHirarilli f/rufUinetn. Httxiai. {}i«. 909.) 
Btn* Itey. Iru y«Ilow. Hkrl«n iti A'ltn'biW /f«i><<^ir>v. voL 
lit., p. 18, Mfpuwtn) the N«w (■uin>i* (nrni id thu liMig-lailed 
piltifHi iiiulpr thi) nhtivr kiuiip. MoIiibcaii btnU ui< litfhter. 

flilofiHM itMfuitltifnHtt, (Irav. Rlnit Baj;. t.'a|)Uin Wplntap 
Inwl kLw obUiitMl It on th« .Km l>Jui<lo. " lii* orMigv. tMV 
oorml. bill jrcllow," 

Otiiltlikapi mJiUii. UuuM. (New. 317. Ul.) " Im 
fttet uid loit* yellow with nd jninU. Itlil ni." Two fiiw 
^wcitUBti* fnMu Btn« IWy. TIiim e|m-ifri k fixioil in Wi^Uvm { 
Mew OuiiM^tt mm) BkUnUL 

Kiitr;,./,;, l.-nf.l,,s ((Jniv*. iN", 3:W t ■ Iri, yollnw . hill 
l.lw'k iviitl wliit.-. l-'.'i't uhiii^l).' A till.- -km fn>hi V'An.x Bav. 
.\llli..iii;li not li.r.- Ill W.-t.-.n N.w (inin.-.i ;i!u) Suliiui.tli. 
PN-Iskiro -^'ULm ivitrh tin- c.niiilrv 
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. - The BiQiilarity in colouration of this bird and Hciiicojicriiis 
/^'Ctiudfi isvcrystrikini'. It rfiDiiids one of the case of Periiix 



' *».1|, 



of fli-nicojieri 



X lancfol'ilii.s in Cfldbes, the form 



[he oniitholotty of 
1(1 tliL- s<;iotililic iiiteretit 
of the snittlli,'!' forms hiul 
liows that tlio fuiiim of 
i- Irelitnd 






— —List of the Bikds (.'oi.i.kctkii on New IIasoveii. 
f_h- '^is collection is cspeciiilly iiiterostii 
^., '^ inland is practically imkiiown. am 
Ijj^ ^lO have been still greater if ni 
•ij *"» sent. The pretient collectii 

^i^'^- Hanover is not fully identical with that of New 
fjj^^* "^ew Britain, hut that there is a slight ndinixture of the 
ij^ *•>» of ihe Admiralty fBlandri iti New llatiuver. although it 
>;j- •'tiainly, of course, the same iis that of New Hrilaiii ami 
.^^X- Ireland, with, apparently, a stnidl riuinber of spt'ciiiUsed 
*f;enous fornisi. The ornis of New Hiitain and New 
jii^, ~^wnd is not sufficiently known, and it is hardly possible at 
j4_^^__^ent to state definitely liow far they ditler fioni each other, 
fj. *tmuat be remenihered that the Rev. Brown's collections 
•j^Y^*-" these islands were mixed up, and had no original labels.* 
t,*>sittlie ornis of New Britain and New Ireland, th,mgh 
^^\>-inly the same, differs In soini' cases, is clearly shown by the 
,^ * 4lii mnckliiti and /'///'( wiiiu'liiUfniicin-, which replace each 

^Vier in the two groups, and hy other birds, 

■*, There are, besides the skins i-nunu'rati'd in the following 

^'^t, some birds in spirits of wine, which arc not yet all 

^Voperly identified, but a su)H'rlitial eNaminalion proved that 

■ley are either represented in skins also i>\icli as (Mrlvitiiis 

^^Ht-r). or belong to the well-known forms „[ the Ncobritannlan 

S^roup of islands. Two new species were discuvered in New 

tianovcr, and both 1 have named in liononr nf their discoverer. 

Mino kroffli, Sel. (Nos. ryi:\, 47!), o21, .■((IT, -Wj.) Expe- 

^lition Bay, New Ilanovcr. 

EiJoUoHoitui wwo/^ov, Sharpe. (Ncs. ^>i~>, 4lo, lOI.) lixpe- 
ditiou Bay, New Hanover, 

• There is also some uncertninly with regorii tu exact loculily about the 
Bpeoimons collected by Mr. Coliliuv in Briii-li Nl>w Guitii'ii, but the taull 
in smli ciiBcs is often not witli l}..' «iUfctur. bm witli i\io^ who diii not 
[istruct tbwii Miftii:ienlh-, -K IImiikiit. 
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fMlMMlw tehtfri, SJvad. (No. 6Mi. ? Nu. -W) :r^ 
Kt|MliliiMi b«\. Ni!W lltwoTor. 

I'M-kifiTfthaUi mfianum. liuuM- (No*. SAS. 14M. 3»>.) Nuv ] 
llttixni-i', two n)«lr« «nil « Ii-malr. 

yV/hr «oriwhih^niiViv (••('I, K«ni«*v. Fno klciiu (N<m. KSl^J 
437. 338. 860, tSO) inarkn) pnrU) - Nvw II>t>orcr," purtt|' | 
" KtiMNliMMi Bay," agmo rcry wpII with ibc dc^taSirticui flP 1 
K«inaKy in ibc " Ctiwentinf;)! a( the LiiiucAn Society uf New 
SimUi Wdm," tol. ill , fi. 7.1. nnil aiv quite iliHrrvnt from 
P. maekktli. Il is aintnKT XhM lliU cioellrni npnrwa nhooM 
lure lieen ovcrtooket) •» loni;. Count tUvwdtir) etronvouAltr 
unlu<«I it with /'. nMrfeJoJi, of New Guinea, on th« ground 
thiti ■|>r«ttH'>n« from Nrw BntAlti Mooin^l to ''- mat-klnli. 
In ttii* «lal«iDr(il \it i* (lui<4^ riitht. tmi tbvn Neu Ithtain is 
twl Ni'w Inilani]. I'ltht tn-ntrkih-mH-iu- (opt-lt thu>>| diSen 
wi.IrK fiLTii /'. m.irkl.'li ill )<i(viii^' ii.i l.1iii-k tliiiiunil t>atch. 
I... liLu'k l„iii<l H.-|...riiUi>;: ill.' l.lue liivii-.! I.xiul [r.>iii [Ik- s.-iirK-i 
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bill brown." Wing 120 ram., tail 126, bill 18. The other 
si)ecimen, evidently a young bird in first plumage, is every- 
\vhere barred and spotted with pale rusty rufous. 

Akijone irebsteri, Hartert sp. nov. (No. 422.) A kingfisher, 
shot at New Hanover, on February 20, 1897, proves to be a 
Ver\' fine new sjKJcies. 

Adult (sex unfortunately not determined) : above, greenish 

Hue, purer and more ultramarine on the back, rump and upper 

tail-coverts, as well as on the hind-neck, forehead duller, 

feathers of lores white with black tips. The feathers of the 

^pj>er parts and sides of head and neck have, in fact, only wide 

Wue tips, being black at base and whitish towards the utmost 

^ases. Tail blue. Primaries and their coverts black, 

primaries whitish grey towards the bases on the inner webs. 

Secondaries black with broad blue edges to the outer webs. 

Under parts white with a very slight butiV tinge. Under 

tail-coverts deeper butT with blue tips. Sides of breast blue, 

flanks striped with blue and blackish ; breast crossed by a 

^>lue band, which is slightly interrupted in the middle. A large 

longitudinal whitish bufi" s]K)t on the sides of the neck, behind 

the ear-coverts. Bill and feet black. Wing 62, tail 43, bill 

•j3 mm. 

This verv fine new kin'^tislier shows what an amount of 
>vork mav still be done in New Hanover, and it makes the 
want of knowledge of its smalk'r l)ir<ls still inoit* felt. 

Knrystomus solonioncn.sis. Shar[)c (Nns. tM), ")71.) It is 
rather a suq)rise to find hnc, at New Hanovtr, a«^'ain the bird 
descril)ed by Sharpe from the Solomons. Its bright blut* tail, 
bright blue gular patch and red bill, witlmut distinctly black 
tip, leave no doubt as to tin* fact. Only onr birds have the 
head more green, but that may be due to the freshness of 
their plumage. Our biids are very fre^h, and partly still in 
moult. 

Lorius lufjHH'norhnms, (i. K. (ira\. (Nos. 342. 3oo.) "Iris 
straw-yellow." New Hanovt-r. 'rin«- lory i^ spread from 
New Hanover to St. Aignan, and occurs also in the 
D'Entrecasteaux ( Iroup. 

Tru'hcHjIossus jltwiiuin.s, Cab. ami Keichenow. (Nos. 330, 
337.) This parrot is very much like TncluujltKst^us <•//<"'<•• 
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ifi-ttmntiis mill T. masseim, but the red is linljier, the green 
more olive. Captain Webster shot it in New ifaiiover. 

Gcoffroyus heteroclUmt (Hombr. and 3acq.). {Niis. 339. 4S2, 
6i0. 345," 539, 540, und one with the label lost.) All from 
Now Hanover, Expedition Bay, The iris is straw-yellow. This 
species, besides frequenting New Britain and New Ireland. i» 
also found on the Bolomon Islands, but I am not aware of il^ 
being on record from New Hanover. 

Hypocharmnsyna sabplacens (Scl.). (Nos. 534, 364, 537, 
492, 527.) This series from New Hanover, Expedition Bay, 
ifi very nioe. and the specimens agree with euch from other 
localities. The species is well known in New Britain and 
British New Guinea, but is not, I believe, recorded from 
New Hanover. 

Loricidus leiier, Solat. There is one akin (No. 43h) of this 
rare little parrot, and one in spirits, both from New Hanover. 
It has been known only from the type in the British Museum 
and one in Canon Tristram's collection, both fix^m Duki- al 
York Island. Captain Webster's specimens have, like Canon 
Tristram's, yellowish bases to the feathers of the forehead. 
" Iris straw-colour, bill black." 

PtUinofim ricolU (Provost and Knip). (Nos. 335, 366. :I94. 
429.) This pigeon is only known to inhabit the Duke of York 
Peninsula and New Ireland, from where Mr. Rothschild's 
museum has a number of skins. The specimens fiimi New 
Hanover are exactly like others. The young bird has no white 
collar and no violet forehead. 
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PlUiiiopiiH imoiilus, Schleg. 
[leculiar green pigeon 



(Nos. 341, 448, 526.) This 
th its enormous bright red, hollow 
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knob at the base of the bill was found at New Hanover, 
Expedition Bay. Its iris is pale straw-yellow. It is known to 
occur on New Ireland, New Britain, and Duke of York Island. 
Ptilinopus superbus (Temra and Knip.). (Nos. 348, 459.) 
This common, but pretty green dove was also shot at New 
Hanover. 

Chalcophaps stephani, Rchb. (Nos. 349, 414.) New 
Hanover. 

PhltHjoeuas johanuac, Selat. (No. 469.) One specimen shot 
at New Hanover on the 4th of March, 1897. Iris red. 

Caloeuaa nicobarica (Linn.). (Nos. 430, 376, 49H.) This 
^vide-sprea<l island-pigeon is also coninion at New Hanover. 
Carjxtphaga rubricera, (i. R. Gray. (Nos. 499, 457, and 
<>iie without a number). This fine species, common at New 
Hunover, New Ireland, New Britain, and Duke of York 
island, was shot at Expedition Bay, New Hanover. 

It is quite inconsistent to acknowledge the ^enus (rlobiccra^ 
*^Mi account of its nasal knob, if Ocdirh'nuis is not separated 
^^oxw Ptilinopus. That the latter is not possible to maintain 
*s=% shown by IHilinopUH cjnniulifrons Hart, on Obi Mayor, 
^vhich differs only by its knobs. This is a case similar 
to that of the Rhimphtn'orciix, ^c, of the Sunda Islands. 

yiifristicivora subtiavesccns (Finsch.) (Nos. 4 TJ, 431.) New 
Ilanover. So far only recorded from New Ireland. 

Macropffffia (?) .sy/^'c. nor. (<if}\ cdrtrrrfidc). Xos. 504, 403, 
452, 453, and 340 belon«^' to a loii«;-tailt'(l pi^'con, which is 
probably different from M. rart^'ictin. They have about 5 to 
10 mm. longer wings and their l)n'ast is more or less barred 
with blackish lines, while old <<(i (i-rrtidc have no blackish l)ars 
whatever on the l)reast. There is, howrvei", one New Hanover 
specimen with only faint remains of tlu-sr bars, and as most of 
the others are not with certainty ipiite adult, 1 prefer to leave 
the question of these pigeons unsettled until I have examined 
a larger series of fully atlult examples from New Hanover, and 
iunnature ones from New Ireland or New Britain. 

Haliastnr indus tjirrencra ((lould). (No. MVl.) The typical 
fjirrenera with snow-white head. lUM'k, and breast, without anv 
dark shaft-Jines, was shot on the 9th of Februaiv. ls*)7, in 
New Hanover. 
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.Ulut Jampim {f} Two ttkln* (Nok. U& mm) tib) (roni N«« 

H&tiorar esiinoi Iw idmttfled wMt eofl«iiity, u Umjt uv both 

imniftlgn! Tlin una. Brklenlly » fmualM, Itaa Uu uaderpiil« 

tMmxl ba%-white uid nifinii lironn. btit no lh« bnaM uid 

thi|[ha iMnv anitorm ciniwnitni nifim* r>->thf>n> »nt «p|M>uing, 

•hDwlnn what the fliud plumnrit? «ill Iw like. Ttta winn ui 

SM mm. looff. Th» oihrn, k mate, wing :110 toiu.. u wbita 

[ bvlow with ruMy brown ttpoU. ThoM> bird* mu»t bolong to 

■ A. Hfr^ueM itmu|i. uid, if .1. ilampitri n a i-mlid form, pro- 

' bably tnktDit to lim Uttor. 

Sttfsa hiam^reh. Hhaqw. (Nm. 530. 529), Imlh (ram 
Bxpaditioo Bay, will, I think, Iwluitj) (o the Itird naBwd Asm 
MniNirrJti hy Or. Shaipa. One hu the han on the brmwl 
Uul abdomen aahy-grey, the other hro«-ni«h-bUek. Both, 
iKywvwr, an rvmarhahlo Tfir ihrt u-iiltli nt tliv lian Ih>1ow. 
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Ptnphijrio calvuH (? eUioti — ueahritanuicuH), (Nos. 423, 
451). Two skins, one from New Hanover, another from 
St. (labriel, look very different at the first sight, the former 
havinj^ the chest l)iue, tlie latter distinctly f^reenish. These 
characters may he local, hut they are prohahly due to age. As 
Messrs. Meyer and WigU^swurth tridy say : " Local races exist 
in this group, hut individual variation is so great, that it 
obliterates the characters which are hound to the locality." 
Thus the distribution l\ cdlriis is best described as follows : 
•• From Java and South-Kast Borneo to Australia, Fiji, Samoa, 
and New Zealand, varying locally in almost every spot." 

Esculfiii'ti^ria lopi^hi llartl. (No. .'JSl).) One male from 
New Hanover, of this rare little game-bird, which is hitherto 
ordv known from Nt'W Britain. The bn'ast is slatv-blue, but 
with a few small red spots. 

Mt' fdjxuliiis rirmltti, Hartl. (No. X\4.) One adult bird 
from Kung, New Hanovei'. Messrs. Cabanis and Heiehenow 
hav<» named the New Hanover bird M. lunskrri, but I do not 
See how it ditVers from specimens from the Solomons and New 
liritain, and that they are th»' same species is also the opinion 
of Mr. (irant. (Cat. B. Brit. Mus. wii. pj). |.">J, lo.J.) 

Besiiles the very interesting lan(l-bir<ls. which are eniune- 
rat»*d al>ove, some of the widespn-ad sboi«-- and water-birds, 
which are of little int»'rest for zoo-;^M'ogiaphieal stu<lies. Thev 
are : Ksartis nuiijnim.sfns, .l<7///.\ hmndnirns, llrtrnirtitis 
ittc<inus, Am(s snju'rcilhtsii , and four spt'cir>. of herons. 
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^BIBKS OF I'AKADIBE COUJvCTRU BY CAPTAIN 
('.AYI.KY WBfWTBB 

Ot TltB RUNDIJi- WALTER HnTHHCIIILO. 

I twvv Ihn^ nM{Ut-*t«d by Cit|iUiii Wt'bster to give » list ^ 
ftn<1 •rt'nunl fif tilt' tnnU at |Mnult->e ci)l1rcU-«I h\ liim. Before 
ilnini; m, I must ^ii\ ilmi ilioinjli li<> n«l on lii-* -M-vcral jcmnu-vs 
» .'oii-;i.l.'Nil>l.' iiiiiiilx.r ..F -.|H-.-i<-^. Ii.' Uiis »> iiiLi.-)> liin.lrix-il l>v 
l.a.i .i.iiii.i^r^iiiul .i|.|.o-innii, l-,th ,.1, 111,- jMU ..f ill.- muivf's 
uii.l oilx-i-. iliiii li.- .'Mill, I ti.,| ,1,, li;r]i-..-ll juxii.-.-. On lii- liisi 
.■\|>,-<lili.-.i l.,(i.-uiu.ii N,'« (l,M]i.-i, liv .-..IWl,',! Ilic folKmuit; 

HJ"-.-!.- 

;i. /■/. /.../.,> 1-,^-. ,-,■./, .o. 
4, {>•).}, •,th:i.-^ ,>,„.,,„ri. .... 






u-i-]il timl nio-it of the 
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In the Aru Islands Captain Webster procured- - 

1. Paradisea apod a $ . 

2. Manncodia atra. 

3. Cicinnurus re{fius. 

4. Acluroedus ynelavotis mvlanotis. 

As there were no new species and few rare ones among 
these three collections, I am at a loss to say anything about 
them, except that the good skins and fine condition of the 
specimens show what might have been done under more 
favourable circumstances. 
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U8T OP NEW LEriDOPTKRA IHS<OVEnED BY 
CAPTAIN H. C. WEBSTF.a 

l.TCAI»ltI>«K. 

ThywnoliH ppri Smitli. Xnv Zwl. i. ji r»WJ n. 9 (1H94> 

^S^lttcU).•l■^;l. 
- - j>hros... ill,. I.e. iv. J. ;U:iii -id^ltTi iKiiiii lk\ ) 

. Imiiii... 1.1. . Ann. M:.i;. N \\. i-'., n,v ,i. :}*. n. 1 

(IMMnN. Hniiiiiu. 
■ lmiiiil<Mi-, i.l.. I..-. II. •>ils'.U\ iN. Ilniiiiin. 
- - .--nif. i.l.. I.e. \i>i. |>, .At] 11. S(l,slM) (N. Itriuln), 
Hliimasti.lia iillK..-<.rMiIra. i.i., !..■. mU. p. --^Ol n. 7 il^lMl (N. 

llriLuh). 
T-imijiiilrs .-■■Ifctiis, ],!.. N.n-, Z....I. J. |., :,S\) n. S dS'.Mi 

lhp«:hi-MO].s linn. in. i.l,, I..-. V. p. 10:i 11. 3 ilH'jsi |N, 
'Uiinov.T). 

I'lKKIIUK 

IMiils cfi.rt;iaii!i, iil. I.e. xv. p. li-lt (l.s'.rn |N', Georpa). 

- lii.Lts, i.i., N,n-. /.."I. i. |>, .■.s.-, 11. 1 (l^'.Hi |Sall,-ll«'ii;V 

j.,.,-,il.liiia, ill.. I..', n, -2 (l^'.Mi fSatti-llicri;!. 

Aj.pii.s ciM-u. i.i.. Ann. M:ij.'. N.H. KW ^v. p. •_>Li;i U^'-'omN- 



I'.M'd 



wi'h-trri, 1,1., !.<■. Hil \iii. |>. -litT (IsiUi iN. Hiitaii. 
-■iirh.iior ii.-Mliiiini..vrvainis R.-ilisi^h . N,.v. Z,^« 
1), J17 (189^*1 (N, II.I11I.V.-I1. 
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Papilio ulysses ^'ahrielis, id., I.e. p. '217 (1898) (St. Gabriel, 

Admiralty Is.). 

codrus auratus, id., I.e. p. 218 (1898) (St. Gabriel). 

sej^onax teiiebrionis, id., I.e. ii. p. 427 (1895) (N. 

(u'or<;ia). 
Papilio sarpeden iinj)ar Rothscb., I.e. p. 44:3 (189o) (N. 

(ie(>r<:ia). 

Nymph A LI DAK. 

A^itbipa int'lusiiK' Siiiitb, Nov. Zool. i. p. o8() (1H94) (Sattel- 

bcr*,'). 
Vadcbni fhoraei, id., Ann. Ma«^'., X.H. (()) xiii. p. 498 n. 2 
(1S94) (N. I^ritain and Duke of York). 

- - lacon, id.. I.e. p. 1<)9 n. \\ (1S91) (X. Britain). 
(Vthosia ^'alniclis Uotbseb., Nov. Zool. v. p. 21S ( 1S9S) (St. 

(lal)riel). 
Charaxrs latona diana, id., i.e. p. 9() {1S9.S) (N. Hanover). 
Mynes websteri, Sniitb, Nov. Zool. i. p. '>SC) n. 4 (1894) 

{Sattelber<,'). 
eotionis, id., Ann. Ma;^'. N.H. (()) xiii. p. 499 n. 4 

(1S94) (N. Ibitain). 
Klyinnias niclanippr, id., Nov. Zool. i. p. oSS n. ") (1894) 
(SattrllnT;;). 

- crastus, id.. I.e. p. r>.ss n. (> (l.S!)7) \Suit»'lln'r}4). 
Myeab'^is barl)ara. id., I.e. j). ')S9 n. 7 (I'^'.M) (Satl»*ll)rr;^'). 

- niaura, id.. Ann. Ma;:. N.II. ((i) \iii. p. ">()() n. ') (1894) 

(N. Britain). 

- - niatbo, id. I.e. j). .*>()1 n. (1.^91) (N. Hiiiain). 



Ad MusTiDVi:. 

Hur«;rna eiial\ brata Knllwrh.. N«>v. Z«)ol. in. p. .'i!» i ls9r)) (N. 
Ibitain). 

( ir.oMi: iKinAi:. 

Milioiiia assiinilis Hotbscli., I.e. iv. p. oK) ilsil7) (N. Hanov<T). 
websteri. id.. I.e. p. oil (1H97) (N. Hanover). 
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80MK NEW COLEOPTERA DISCOVEKED BY 

CAPTAIN H. C. WEBSTER. 

Ckhambycidab. 

NemophaB websteri Jonl., Nov. Ztiol. v. p. 410 n. "2 (1B98). 

ij 2 . Supra et infra dense corallino tmnenlosiia ; ikiitiMitiis 
iiigriR, iirticuio 1° sat dense puncUto ; iJytns sex fasciis liiuis- 
versie uudis iiitidia atris punctstta oratis, 1* angustA Bubbnsoti 
postscutellari, versus humeroB soope i>l)iH>letii (K/i^r. typ.), 
1' paulo latiore, 3'* submediana et 4* pDstiiiediima latioribua, 
duabus posticia angustis, plus minusve irregidaribus, s{H?pa 
conjunctis ; pedibus nigrie, punctatie. fotnorihtis piiruni corallino 
tomcotosis. 

Hail. New Hunover, Bismarck Archipelago, Marcb and 
April. 1897 ; a series of both sexes. 

Easily distinguishable from N. groyi (1859). Soulhem 
Moluccas, by tlie entirely coralline red upper and under sur- 
faces, the number and position of the black bands on tlip elytra, 
and the puncturation of the legs and first anteniial juinl. A 
uentral spot on the pronotum and the upper aide of thoracic»l 
spinus are oft*u denuded. 

Nemophas cyanescens, id., I. <:'. n. 'A. 

(f ? . Formae timorensi batocfmitles dictae siruilis, sed pro- 
thorace supra et infra ni^ro, subtilissime bruniiesceiiu' puWs- 
cente ; elytris nigro-viridi-cyaneis : processu niesosteniali 
minus elevate cum coxis quatuor posticis nigro, discinguendiis 

Hah. Kei Toeal, January to March, 1H96 ; 1 J . 1 ? . 

Epepeotes websteri, id.. I. c. }>. 4*20. ii. 4. 

3 2 . E. niger, lutoso tomentosus. Caput fere nudum occi- 
pite spars im punctulato. Antennaruin articulus primus dtii- 
sissime rugulosus, crassc rugoso-puiictatus. Pronotum medio 
sparsim, versus latera parum deusius tomentosuni. gramdiilum. 
medio transverse plicntum. Elytra diniidiobasali fortiier sat 
disperse punctata, liumeris grauuiatis, punctis postice sparsis, 
margine apicah bispinoso leviter concavo ; dense lutoso tonien- 
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tosa, tomento in margine I)asali fusco, tribiis fasciis latis trans- 
versis plus minusve irregularibus aequidi stantibus denudatis 
atris nitentibus, postbasali, niediana, postmediana ; niediana 
latus versus latiore guttam lutosani lateraleni includente ; 
praelerea maculis irregularibus anteapicalibus etiam denudatis. 

Prona facies medio sparsini, lateribus densius lutoso tomen- 
tosa. Pedes nigri, punctati, tibiis anticis (j) infra crasse 
rugato-granulatis. 

S . Long, proth. G, elytr. l2,*3 nun. 

♦ • • « » » '■'» » » '-•' ' « ♦ 

r^ . Lat. proth. (apice) 7^, elytr. (hum.) Vl\ nun. 

//'//>. New IlancA'er, March and April, 1S!)7 ; a series of 
b.)th sexes. 

Varies in size. Hasily recognised l)y the pattern of the 
elytra, which reminds one of Xcninpluts and also of Diochares. 
T\v^ S bas the first joint of thi? anterior tarsi exteriorly tri- 
anguhirly dilated, as is tlie case in the other species of 

ANTHiUHn).\i:. 
Xenocerus websteri, id., 1. c p. Mi), n. *2S. 
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TOTAL Nr.MBI-:H OF Sl'EriMENS fOI-LKCTEU. 

()iiiiI|mi1"Hic.i1 s|«fM;i<ns . .... -v".*) 

I..,.„i.,,,.,.,.. . .. :(.MM. 

i:iiili..l,,j;iciil . l-MK) 

l'»s-».».in<-~ <l».>i,^,.'li.'<l ^:n-tMll.l,lll^.M 4 

MiMrlliUi,.,.u-. l.-.t' 




INDEX. 



A. 

AiiiMi.LMi, 22"> ; narrowly <'sra|M'> 

anitlj. '221. 
AIm-I. Mr. una Mr.v. 2.VJ-2-)4; thtir 

adiiiintbic trcalincnt of natiNc>, 2*57. 
Ailmiraltv Isluna. .iOH. MY.). 
A.lmiraltv I-^laiuN, thf. 27'.K 2xi», :i()l- 

Atliiiinilty I>Iuinls v»Hal»ulary. an, 

:ils. 
AhiiHiaa. 210. 
AlU-rt Viitor Han^*', part of it 

iili-iitiral wit)i Nocallrd liismarck 

Mountaiii--^. io. li>. 
Alii. 107. 

Aint>uii. Imiv of. ir»7. 
AinUinor. (haractt-r of tin-. H»l». 
Anilfoviia. I(i7. 
Ai>iU)\nu. ina»arrf i»f. 2i:J. 
AniiNiiaii. I'VJ. 
Arfoui>, wild men of tlic inouutaiM>«. 

2i:i. 
Aru, l^». 1 •.♦.">. 

15. 

H.iLi, 15H. l.V.i. 

It'ilhinit, thr. I'. iVO. ^ttamt-r. 1. 

btiiidu iNlandN. 171. 

UhiuIu Nt*ura. 172. 

lUtHxia. 11). 14M.')7. 

!Wu\iji. Mr. Dlivfr, «li>i'i)v*'r«il miii- 

dtrt a. :i:j:i-:i:J«». 



ncckr. Mr. Loiii.s. hi> South Sea 

storii's. :J4'.». 
lUrkor. Mr.. ah^intHUt of Dr. Klein> 

scliinidt. killH. 2r)7. 
n<'iliivi>. thi*. 827. 
Hi'tvl-nut. nianiior of I'HtiiiK. 'i7. 
Mi^^liop of NaNarn*. 241, 24.>. 
nisiuarck Mountain.^. non-exlKtence 

of. 4">. Ml. 
lii>nnirrk .VrrliiiMdtiKo, *2ti2. 2HII. 
nian<hi' Hav. :)20. 327. 
rMK-Irlifln. i'»<. 
liokajini. 'Mt. 
riokajiiii (lialcrt >iM>kf'ii by nativet 

iM'loM^'in^ to OoiiilMli, il\. 
rMikop. I'hiof of Mioko, 2ti7. 
H«)ii;;aiiivilli', 1(I7, KW. H4.'). 
Hoiitowiii^'. 2t. 

Hotaiiical (taMl(n>at Hiiit/.«*ii7.orK. 1-19. 
liraiidcio. Captain, iniiMTiHl JikIk^ in 

Now Hriiani. (i2 ; iniNtHkeii for a 

puliliran. <»2ti7. 
Hriti-^l) Atlantir Calih- ('0111 |»Hny. 240. 
Kuit/rn/oi*:. 1 1'.(. 

Itiika nalivr-. <lrniorali>«' ihf iihmi, 54. 
nuUit -proof ointnu-nt. imtive preti'iiiU 

III llii\i- ill-r«i\fHMl. h2. 

C. 

Cvii St (iroij:t'. 2ri*». 
('tram 171 

( iniU»nihi. H Ms. ;tol. :U1. 
C'liin.i Stiail-. 2.-|"* 



3M 



CMMlittiMlw*. 



nmunllnt •( Kt> Umttd. ITA. IKt. 

luT, m. SSI. 

"*'■ **' Gu«. IUi«b irf. IIU. 

mi : hitmrj H h» bOmImi. »*; ""I"' ■ "» 

hta nlUMliMial i^aUai. 101 j ntMl 

htin.H). 



DT.ntri- <'**«t*iu Oroap. S 



I)uk<'.<t Ynik l-Uli.l-.. 



IDA. 



Il<ifliii«nn. n nrrman m<-aJim>r 



.1.-11 M,iri,i M«i 







IXDEX. 



38 s 



Kei Islands, 175, 176 ; inhabitants of, 

liHl ; controlleur of, 176, 182, 197. 
Ker, Mr., marine superintendent of the 

State of Johore, 4. 
Kembach, German recruiting labour 

for New Guinea, 30. 
Kirkhoven, Mr., his plantation of 

Sinagar : his hospitality, 15H. 
Kjaputi oil, 176. 
KjoroerA Bay, 280. 
Kleinschmidt, Dr., murdered, 2()7, 
Koninklijke Paketvaart Maatschappij, 

157. 
Kolbe. Mrs., her plantation in New 

Britain. r>H, H7, 261, 328. 
Kung, 27U, 28<l, 290-21)8. 
Kuras, wrecked off, 321. 
Kwato, 2o2-254. 
Kyamaka Bay, 217. 

L. 

Lakahik, the people of, 230. 

I. ark, the schooner, 141. 

I*a Vandola Island, 317. 

I^nnell, killed. 224. 

Ia)1o. 244. 

I^mbok, 159-163; Sultan of. 159 16'J; 

self-immolation of women in. KW) 

163. 
London Missionary Society at Lolo. 

244. 252. 
l.uheck, ss., 19. 58, {VI. 

M. 

Mac ASSAU. 115. 163-166. 

Macgregor, Sir William. 246. 250. 251. 

Malita. 114. 

Man Island, 2H0. 

Mandoliana. 135. 

Marquis de He Kxi>e<lition. history of. 

102. 260. 
Malhias. islantl of. 279. 
Matupi. island of. 81. 
Mausoleum Island. 2M1. 
Melville Island. 239. 
Merrie Kmjlaml, steam yacht, 250. 



Minjem, the river, 36, 39, 41. 

Mioko, 262, 263-278, 279. 

Missions, 97-101, 244, 245 ; error of 

theological divergencies among, 

244. 
Moresby, Captain, 258. 
Mount Victoria, 251. 
" Mula Copa," his son visits the ship, 

346. 
Murdered Englishmen, list of, 130. 
Mu.sgrave, Mr., 250. 

N. 

Navauhk, Bishop of, 244, 245. 

New Britain, arrival at, 62; troubles 
in, Hi ; heavy loads of women, 87 ; 
dirt and ugliness of natives, 87 ; 
native festivity in. 88-93 ; set sail 
for again, 257 ; considered to be 
part of New (hiinea, 260 ; am re- 
puted to be a wizard throughout, 
262. 

New (Georgia, 107. 113, 141. 

New (tuinea, first arrival in, 20; 
natives of. 27 ; their legends, 28, 2*.) ; 
tlieir love of red paint and salt, 52, 
53 ; New (ruinea revisited, 210 ; 
probable extinction of races in, 357. 

New Hanover. 279. 282-298. 

New Ireland. c()nsidere<l a part of New 
(tuinea. 260; pass by it, 280,281 
wrecked off. 320. 

Nielson. Mr., 34H. 

Niswint, 333. 

Nordup, 328. 

North Island, 258. 

Nusa Sanga. 107. 

(). 

OiiNii'UN. usi* of. by natives, 309 

Onithoptera Taradisea, 23. 

Ool Island. 182. 

Orang Ka\a, 18<>. 

Outuan. 267. 26H. 273. 

Owen Stanley Hange, the, 251. 
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134; visit. .145. 


347. 


■■Spol,-m.v(oxl*rrier, losi, Mfi. a.V 


KecruithiK n.Uivc l.ibour, ineth«l of. 


SteBiinStr»il«. 3H1. 


274. 


Stephenson. !ie«dqunrters u[ tl 


lied pftiiit, nntivc love o(, .53. 


.\slroliibe Hay Conipm.y, 20. 3«. .5 


Hichter. Mr., deatli ot, 33. 


Sj-.lriey. iwrivfil nt. 143. 


HohitUi. IhK, P. H(ia 0, steamer. 1. 


Sv'liiey IMlttin, amusing carlooii i 


KoyHl bnth: uinrriitfje of (lie Cionii 


244. 


Prince of Johore, 0. 




Hubii.(i,i, 107, 113, 34«, 347. 


T. 




T»SJ.iw Priok, 144. 


S. 


TaltooinK of H woman, 24H-2.il. 


S*I>I>I.KIIKIU1, 30, 


Tlmrsdnj- Island. 23U. 243. 


St. Andrew's Sim its. 310. 


TjiUona, 1.50. 


Si. r.nbrie].:ioa-3(i7. 


Toeal. 17.5. 176182, 1H4. 101. 102. 23 


SI. OeorBc's Chitniiel, 2li0, 270. 3^3. 


230 ; I loilfic in the priwjn nl, 177 


Si. George's Island, 310. 


liajah of. 193. 194. 
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Torres Straits. 2^\). 
Triton Bay, 212, 217. 
Tunku Makota, Crown Prince of 
.lohorc, 3 ; hU marriap[e, 7-tK 

V. 

ViiTiH. IJH ; natives accuse us of killing- 
their pig, 57. 

W. 
Wmk vti'. :il 1. 

Wajang, or .lavancM- tlieatre. l'>4. 

Wnllnron, 11. M.S., :j.')(). 

Waniniii, PJ"). 

Wassa. 20U. 

Waterlo!). gn.it D.itrli \ ictory «)f. 14H. 

^Ve^^■^t«•r. Ciiptain Cavlev, starts on ln^ 
tir>t cxiUMlitinn. 1 ; >tays with the 
Suhan of .hilinn*. 2-ir>; inti'rfert> 
on iM-half of ,Iavan<sr t'oolie-;, P.I; 
huy> a hoy who is in trouhh' with 
hi-; trihe. 2'.J ; start«< for the interior, 
.'i.*) : <lis('o\«'rs non-existence of 
P»i*-]narck Mjiuntain-'. Ill : ti;:l»t> thf 
nati\e•^ ahoin a piu'. '>7 : attentl> a 
savage fi-i In ity. s.s ; \i^it^ a initivr 
liiuise of inourninu'. PJ«>; lin(i■^ !iini- 
srlf alone anjong ho-^tile nativ«*<, 
142; start-- for his ^ecoml exp jlition, 
1 14 ; entertain*'.! hy Mr. Kirkho\en. 
1">0. l.")! ; att«M)<K a •Ia\ane-r theatre. 
l"»l, !.").'>; wiiff"^ tn ]Hnciia-«* a ya'ht. 
1 ')7 ; n'v'"ii;«i<"^ NNilh two Inothi r- 
\\lio ha\r tlie name \\if«-. 1»» '• ; 
l.»<lgr> in a pii-'on. 17*>. 177; p«r- 
forms ennjuiing triek" l<'foie the 



natives, \H\) ; is bitten by a dangerouH 
in.seot, P.r2, 193; interviews the Rajah 
of Toeal, P.I3 ; inquires into the mur- 
der of a Chinaman, 200 ; visits a 
native burial ground, 20H; is charged 
with messages to an imaf^inary race, 
20'.) ; Chinese .servant attempts to 
murder him, 210 ; visits a woman 
chief. 211 ; is attacked, 224; capture 
and releases the chief's son, 231 ; 
again perforins conjuring tricks, 201 ; 
nearly. kille<l hy a iM)iKonous fish, 
273 ; notices natives studying palm- 
i-^try. 21)1-21)3; bargains with a 
grasping native woo<l carver, 311 ; 
etTects a reconciliation l»etween two 
hostile chiefs, 32H; finds an KngliKh- 
num munlered, 333 ; the yacht put 
in quarantine, 347; end of his 
se.MMul exi>edition, 3.')1. 

NViekham. Mr., 113,348. 

Wiengi : attack by natives, 57. 

Will.rltfiitiu. H.M.S., hospitality of, 

io.->. 

Woman ehief, 211, 212. 
\VtK>dtord. Mr., (Ninmiissioner of the 
Solnnmn l.nlands, 347, 350. 

Y. 

Y\< IN airri\e^. P.I 4; meets us at Kwato, 
'2't't ; put i:i quarantine, 347 ; con- 
ili-Mnicil and altandoned. •i50, .'i51. 

).*'i/'</. l)u!eh (t»\«rnment Hteamer, 
23. ln7. 12.'>. i;i.-». 

Vuh- Mand. 2U. 
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